
1912 Oregon Women Win the Vote - Five times 
they collect signatures to place a referendum on 
the ballot allowing Oregon women to vote. Five 
times it fails. But on the sixth try, the all-male 
electorate votes to change the Oregon 
Constitution, removing the barrier that had 
prevented women from voting. 
 

February 14, 1920 League of 
Woman Voters Is Established - 
Two prominent suffrage groups 
merge to form the League of 
Women Voters. The purpose of 
the non-partisan organization is 
to foster education in citizenship 
and support improved 

legislation. These purposes remain central to its 
mission today. 
 
August 26, 1920 U.S. Women Win the Vote - The 
19th amendment to the U.S. Constitution is finally 
and officially ratified, granting women the right to 
vote. For 72 years, women had demonstrated, 
lobbied, marched and were arrested in their 
pursuit of the vote. With ratification, 20 million 
women suddenly have a larger role in public 
affairs and also the responsibility to be informed 
about the issues. 

 
1939 Lane County League 
Established - Its ambitious 
program: improving the 
general welfare, securing civil 
rights for all citizens, raising the 
standards of government 
service and providing a system 
of finance that is adequate to 
the state’s needs. 

 
1942/1943 Juvenile Delinquency - The League 
wastes no time researching and influencing 
public policy, producing a 31-page report on 
juvenile delinquency shortly after it is 
established and then holding a community 
meeting to call for reforms.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1946 Providing Neutral Explanations - The 
League establishes a speakers’ bureau that 
draws hundreds of people in small groups to hear  
unbiased explanations of ballot measures. The 
League offers speakers’ bureaus for every major 
election thereafter. 
 
1946 Equalization for Rural Schools - The 
League produces a memorandum explaining the 
Rural School Bill, a measure to equalize, 
consolidate and raise rural school standards. It is 
used widely to explain the measure and is 
credited with influencing passage of the measure. 
 
1946 Issues of Race - The League sponsors a 
speech by Edwin C. Berry, a successful African-
American hotelier and a member of the Portland 
Urban League, to speak on: “Race – Unfinished 
Business of Democracy.” 
 
1948 Garbage Public Policy - The League 
proposes and voters approve a free, countywide 
garbage disposal system. 
 
1948 Orderly Development - With the LWV of 
Oregon, the local League works for passage of 
the county planning and zoning bill.  Lane County 
is the first in Oregon to adopt a zoning ordinance, 
promoting orderly development of suburban 
areas. 
 
1951 Social Equality - League members interview 
more than 100 blacks and issue The Negro in 
Eugene report. It identifies critical issues facing 
this community. The League conducts a public 
forum to bring constructive action to these 
problems and to protect the rights of individuals 
in the community regardless of color or creed. 
 

1952 Informing Voters - 50 candidates running for 
a wide range of public offices attend a candidates’ 
fair sponsored by the League and community 
groups to give voters the opportunity to meet and 
talk directly with candidates. The League and 
community partners hold fairs biennially for the 
next 20 years. 
 

 

 
1954 Clean Air - The 1951 LWV of Oregon study, 
On Prevention and Control of Air Pollution, 
prompts the passage of air quality 
ordinances by the cities of Eugene and 

Springfield. Lane County adopts a 

countywide air quality ordinance in 1960 and 

creates the Lane Regional Air Protection Agency 
in 1968. 
 

 
1958-today Informing Voters - To 
provide information to the public, 
LWV at first publishes a voter 
sheet, then a voter’s pamphlet, 
now printed in English and 
Spanish. Today, voters can also 
use the VOTE411.com website. 
 
 

 

1966/1967 Signage - The League studies and is 
involved in a total revision of Eugene sign 
ordinance regulating type, size, and location of 

signs in the municipality as well as the 
process for erecting new signs. The sign 
ordinance helps preserve community 
character and stop visually distracting sign 
competition between businesses. 
 

1966/1968 Affordable Day Care - 
The League initiates a 
conversation among the City of 
Eugene, Oregon Welfare Dept., 
Lane Human Resources Office 
and other organizations about the 
need for affordable day care. A 
new organization, Child Care, 

Inc., is formed and, using donations and 
volunteers, opens an affordable day care center 
in 1968. 
 
1970 Nuclear Power Plant – Ruth Bascom, 
president of the League (and later Eugene 
mayor), is the first to sign a petition to delay 
construction and allow further review of Eugene 
Water and Electric Board’s proposed nuclear 
power plant on the Oregon Coast. The measure 
passes and the plan is shelved. 
 
1970 Funding Public Safety -  League members 
compile inmate data, tour the city/county jail 
converted from a maintenance garage and urge 
citizens to approve bonds to build a corrections 
facility. The measure passes and the Lane 
County Jail opens in 1979. In 2018, the League 
conducts a new investigation that shows the 40-
year-old jail (and county courthouse) need 
replacing.   
 
1970 Informed and Active Participation - League 
members observe government agency meetings 
to stay informed about public policies and actions. 
In 1970, the League increases its observer 
program to include local city councils, school 
boards, planning commissions, and the Lane 
County Board of Commissioners.  

 

Janet Calvert 
registers people to 
vote, a fundamental 
service of the 
League. 

 
 
 Today, the League's 

candidate forums give 
voters the opportunity 
to meet and hear the 
candidates. 

Genevieve 
Turnipseed, First 
President of the 
Lane Co. League. 



1973/1974 Housing - The League completes a 
thorough survey of both private and government 
housing options in Lane County and publishes 
information that members use as the basis for 
on-going testimony regarding proposed housing 
developments. 
 
1974 Membership change - LWV votes to admit 
men as members. 
 
1976 Land Use Laws and Goals - The League 
sues the state boundary commission, seeking to 
overturn a commission decision allowing a new 
subdivision and expanded sewage lagoon in the 
Santa Clara area. The League argues that the 
decision does not comply with land use law and 
goals enacted in 1973. The League loses at the 
trial court but wins at the Court of Appeals.   
 
1984 Local League Settles on  a Name - Born 
as the LWV of Eugene, then LWV of Central 
Lane County, the League drops “Central” and 
becomes the LWV of Lane County. 
 

 
1986 Strategic Defense Initiative - League 
President Sue Girardeau writes to the editor of 
The Register Guard opposing the so-called 
“Star Wars” program. Citing its $4.8 billion cost 
just for research, she says, “The program will 
result in enormous waste and a costly and 
dangerous acceleration of the arms race.” The 
program is later scrapped. 
 
1992 Inclusive Voter Service - The League’s 
Voter Service reaches out to the Spanish 
speaking community and publishes the 
pamphlet !Votar es Imporante Para Nosotres, 
(Voting is Important to Us) that is distributed 
along with Spanish-language material produced 
by the Secretary of State’s office. 

The League urges 
the Eugene City 
Council to place a 
property tax levy on 
the ballot to fund the 
Public Library and 
works for its 
passage. The 

League helps pass renewal of the levy in 2002.  
 
2000 Democracy at Work - The Eugene City 
Council asks the League and City Club of 
Eugene to propose new boundaries for Council 
wards after the 2000 census shows the current 
boundaries are “out of whack.” The Chamber of 
Commerce endorses the redistricting maps the 
two groups develop. 
 
2001/2002 Mining Land Zoned for Agriculture - 
LWVLC testifies to the Lane County Board of 
Commissioners in opposition to a request to 
rezone agricultural lands allowing aggregate 
mining in gravel pits. The Commission denies the 
request, and an appeal to the Oregon Land Use 
Board of Appeals is unsuccessful. 
 
2005 Fiscal Policies - LWVLC President Janet 
Calvert writes an op ed for The Register Guard 
calling on Oregon’s elected officials to solve the 
state’s fiscal crisis by compromise, compassion 
and genuine regard for Oregon’s future. 
 
2012 Budget Issues - Due to the concern 
expressed by the League and other community 
organizations, the Lane County Budget 
Committee reallocates funding from other 
departments to restore about $3.5 million to the 
sheriff’s and district attorney’s budgets. 
 
2013 Funding Public Safety - The League 
advocates for the passage of a five-year local 
option levy and its renewal in 2018. Voters 
approve. The levies enable Lane County to 
reopen nearly 200 local jail beds after years of 
budget cuts that resulted in the early release of 

thousands of inmates. It also restores a portion of 
funding for Serbu Juvenile Justice Center. 
 

         
 Today the League uses social 
 media to inform voters. 
 
2015 Restoring Library Funding - LWVLC’s 
support is considered critical to passage of 
Measure 20-235, a five-year levy to restore 
services and provide $300,000 for new books and 
technology.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 Community Partnerships - The League is 
presented the Community Partner Award for 
participating in the Better Housing 
Together Coalition that advocates 
sustainable, walkable 
neighborhoods and champions 
well-designed infill redevelopment 
to reduce the impact on climate and keep the 
community welcoming and economically thriving.  
  
2021 and Beyond 
 
The League begins the next 100 years of 
encouraging informed and active participation in 
government, influencing public policies and 
shaping our communities, our states and the 
nation. Join Us! Go to https://lwvlc.org. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

League of Women Voters 
of Lane County: 

80 Years of Informing, 
Advocating and Influencing 

 
Initially, the founders called the 
League of Women Voters the 
“great political experiment,” a test 
of whether women could use the 
power of the vote to influence 
public policies and shape their 
community, state and nation. This 
historic timeline recounts the 
many ways the League of 
Women Voters of Lane County 
did just that. 

. 
 
 

 

The League encourages 
active participation in 
government such as this 
2018 "March for Our 
Lives" to end gun 
violence. 

League members 
Linda Lynch and Janet 
Calvert pose with 
Eugene mayor Kitty 
Piercy (center), to 
celebrate passage of 
the Library Levy. 

https://lwvlc.org/

