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Argus 
League of Women Voters of Lane County Newsletter 

Second Thursday Luncheon  

Thursday  November 14, 2019  

Valley River Inn 
 

Doors open at 11 am - buffet served at 11:30 am 

Open to the public - reservations are required by noon Monday, November 11 

call 541-343-7917 or contact@lwvlc.org 
 

Buffet lunch is available for $18 

Beverage only $5 

Admission is free 

 

 

 

Dr. Jason Younker 

Is the first formal liaison between the  

University of Oregon and  

Oregon's nine federally recognized tribes.  

As Assistant Vice President and  

Advisor to the President, he will speak to the League of 

Women Voters on: 

 

How Government-to-Government Relations is 

Changing the Landscape for  

Oregon's Nine Tribes in Higher Education 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Younker grew up in Coos Bay and is a member of the Coquille Tribe. He earned his Ph.D. in 

Anthropology at the University of Oregon and has served as President of the Association of In-

digenous Anthropologists. He returned to the U of O after teaching in New York for ten 

years. The University's outreach to Native American students began in 1995 under President 

Dave Frohnmayer with the establishment of the Native American Advisory Council. Dr. Younker 

will describe the evolution of the University's work and his role in identifying and recruiting 

tribal members to campus.  

Linda Lynch 

NOVEMBER LUNCHEON PRESENTATION 

PLEASE NOTE - If you know you will be attending, please notify us whether you will be lunching, just want a  

beverage or neither but want to attend. This helps the staff set up the room to better accommodate our needs.  
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UNIT DISCUSSIONS IN NOVEMBER 

PLANNING AND ZONING IN LANE COUNTY 

Unit Briefing 

Tuesday, November 5, 3 pm 

Atrium – Sloat Room,  

10
th
 and Olive, Eugene 

All are welcome. 

Wednesday, November 6 

1 pm – Cottage Grove 

Magnolia Gardens 

1425 Daugherty Avenue  

Gayle Downing 541-942-1858 

 

Monday, November 11 

10 am – S. Willamette 

430 East 46th 

Flo Alvergue 541-968-7854 

Anne Best 541-343-5124 

 

1:30 pm – Cascade Manor 

Cascade View Room 

Frank Carlton 541-434-4140 

Carol Hildebrand  541-434-4254 

 

2 pm – Harlow Road 

305 Cherry Dr. (this month only) 

Barbara French 541-485-9090 

Mary Keating 541-344-4889  

Chris Donahue 541-517-0080 

Tuesday, November 12 

9:30 am – Coburg Rd.  

The Springs at Greer Gardens 

(Main Building)    

1282 Goodpasture Island Rd. 

Dorothy Cruickshank 541-342-2577 

Linda Ferdowsian 707-208-6007 

 

Noon – Springfield 

Washburne Cafe 

326 Main Street 

Flo Alvergue 541-968-7854 

 

Wednesday, November 13 

10 am – East Eugene 

555 E. 15th, Central Presbyterian 

Stephanie Winsor 541-342-8243 

Diana Grandberry 541-342-8402 

 

  

Thursday, November 14 

5:30 pm - Eugene Downtown 

Claim 52 Kitchen 

1203 Willamette 

Charlcie Kaylor 541-686-0124 

 

As part of its Centennial in 2020, the LWVLC 

and Wordcrafters are co-sponsoring an essay 

contest for Lane County high school students 

on the topic of Women and the Vote. Deadline 

for entry is March 1, 2020. Learn more about 

the contest at  

https://wordcrafters.org/women/ 

 

Kathy Madison 

ESSAY CONTEST 

For High School Students 

Explore the processes used in planning and zoning locally and statewide which 

shaped the current zoning bills. Discuss how we can best achieve compact  

urban development while providing adequate housing for all the citizens of our 

communities. 

https://wordcrafters.org/women/


REDISTRICTING NEWS 
For 99 years, the League of Women Vot-
ers - national, state and local - has been 
working for “a more perfect democracy.” 
When it comes to voting rights, fair and 
transparent redistricting is critical.  
 

What is redistricting? It’s a legally re-
quired process that occurs every 10 
years in which districts for the U.S. 
House, state legislatures, and local gov-
ernment wards/districts are re-
drawn. Trustworthy results from the U.S. 
Census are important to this boundary 
work. 
 

Here’s what LWV says: “Political and 
racial gerrymandering distorts and under-
mines representative democracy by al-
lowing officials to select their voters 
rather than voters to elect their officials. 
When done for purposes of ra-
cial discrimination or to ensure the domi-
nance of one political party, gerryman-
dering runs counter to equal voting rights 
for all eligible voters.” 
 
Statewide 
LWVOR is a member of the Redistricting 
Matters Coalition, which proposes a 
statewide ballot initiative for  
Oregon’s November 2020 General Elec-
tion. If successfully placed on the ballot 
and then approved by voters, the meas-
ure would create an independent redis-
tricting commission of Oregon voters, 
rather than partisan politicians, to draw 
boundaries for legislative and congres-
sional districts. The timeline for this effort 
will be compressed. Volunteers will be 
needed across the state. Watch the 
news and learn more at:  
http://www.redistrictingmatters.org/ 
 
Lane County 
The Lane County Board of Commission-
ers held work sessions on electoral secu-
rity and redistricting on Oct. 8. LWVLC 
members have urged commissioners to 
get ahead of the 2020 Census and 2021 
redistricting decisions with discussion 
and community engagement on goals, 
requirements and best practices. We 
anticipate that redistricting for Lane 
County and local jurisdictions, including 
Eugene and Springfield, could require a 
great deal of League attention in coming 
months. We’ll find a piece of work for 
anyone interested in this big topic! 
 
Find out how you can plug in by  
contacting Paula Grisafi or Keli Osborn. 

ELECTION BIZ 
October’s Everymember materials ad-
dressed 2019 state legislation and local 
ballot measures.  
 

On Nov. 5, Eugene voters will be asked 
to vote on Ballot Measure 20-302. If ap-
proved, the measure would amend the 
Eugene City Charter to cap the rate of a 
payroll tax adopted by the Eugene City 
Council in June 2019 for community 
safety - and limit the use of revenues 
from that tax. With BM20-303, City of 
Coburg residents are asked to increase 
the motor fuel tax from 3 cents to 6 cents 
per gallon. And, with BM20-304, Santa 
Clara Fire District voters are asked to 
renew a five-year local option tax levy for 
general operations. 
 

We received feedback that, when it 
comes to the payroll tax, the EM materi-
als didn’t quite present arguments for 
and against the charter amendment it-
self. Point taken. Voting "yes" or "no" on 
the measure doesn't approve or reject 
the payroll tax. The question for Eugene 
voters is whether to amend the Eugene 
City Charter. If a majority of voters say 
“yes,” the Charter will provide limitations. 
The rate and use could not be changed 
without the okay of voters. If a majority of 
voters say “no,” the payroll tax can re-
main in the Eugene City Code, subject to 
review and action by elected officials. 
 

The difference between the charter and 
the code? The Eugene City Charter is 
equivalent to a city constitution. It defines 
the terms of Eugene’s existence and is a 
starting point for other regulations. Add-
ing and deleting provisions require a vote 
of the people. The Eugene city code 
compiles ordinances adopted by the city 
council. 
 

While LWVLC did not take a position on 
the proposed Eugene charter amend-
ment, a couple of opinions overheard at 
unit meetings: (1) FOR - Amending the 
charter appropriately allows voters to 
direct the amount and allocation of the 
new payroll tax. (2) AGAINST— 
Amending the charter clutters that found-
ing document with legislative details bet-
ter left to City Code and hamstrings fu-
ture City Councils. 
 

Consider this November’s election a 
warm-up for the many local and state-
wide ballot measures we’re likely to see 
in May and November 2020!  

 

MOVINGAHEAD 
The Eugene City Council and Lane Tran-
sit District Board of Directors held a joint 
public hearing on MovingAhead options 
Oct. 21. In our written testimony, LWVLC 
made several points: 
LTD’s community outreach for the 
MovingAhead and Transit Tomorrow 
initiatives tells us that increased service 
equals increased ridership. Because new 
funds from the passage of HB2017 pro-
vide transit with flexibility for spending on 
service or infrastructure, the League is 
concerned that spending such resources 
to improve infrastructure could result in 
inadequate funding for service. Finding 
the right balance is critical.  
 

Our primary caution is that invest-
ment considerations be made in concert 
with other plans, including Envision 
Eugene and Transit Tomorrow. This de-
cision point represents an opportunity to 
take a look at the transit system as a 
whole and determine how it fits the com-
munity—and how transit investments can 
help support our community in the future. 
  

Having reviewed the general descrip-
tions of MovingAhead packages and 
recognizing that many decisions remain, 
we make a qualified recommendation for 
Package C, EmX on River Road, with 
other enhancements on other corridors 
to benefit all who use our streets.  
 

The most notable omission from the 
MovingAhead study process is Franklin 
Boulevard, a key corridor and the subject 
of the Franklin Boulevard Transformation 
Project from Alder Avenue to the I-5 
bridge. The 30th Avenue-to-Lane Com-
munity College corridor seems the oppo-
site of Franklin Boulevard; it is included 
in MovingAhead, but is not a key devel-
opment corridor in Envision Eugene. 
 
Special thanks to Alice Davenport, Pat 
Hocken and Linda Lynch for their ongo-
ing work to monitor and analyze transit 
and transportation-related issues and 
initiatives. 

 

 

Keli Osborn, Action Chair  

action@lwvlc.org 
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ACTION REPORT 

Action Committee Meeting 

November 6, 9:30 am 

LWVLC office 

http://www.redistrictingmatters.org/
mailto:action@lwvlc.org


Misinformation, Fake News and Political Propaganda 

 
One of the speakers at the LWVOR workshop in Eugene on Oct. 19 was teacher and librarian Donna Cohen.  
Her passion is civics for adults, and she shared tools for ferreting out accurate and nonpartisan 
civic knowledge. Her tidbits included: 

 Become your own fact-checker. 

 Avoid false choices/false dichotomies. 

 Watch out for bad arguments depending on logical fallacies. 

 Examine carefully data, especially charts and graphs, for misrepresentation. 

 Note the differences between mean (average) and median when assessing data. 

 Remember that causation and correlation are not the same. 

 Ad hominem or personal attacks aren’t a substitute for credible arguments. 

 A claim without substantiation is an opinion. 

 Don’t take advertising and posts at face value. Who shared? Where do the information and graphics originate? 
 

Learn more at Ms. Cohen’s website: https://www.civicthinker.info/ 

Keli Osborn 
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NATIONAL: As expected there was a 
flurry of Congressional activity in 
Washington following the mass shoot-
ings in Ohio and in Texas. The House 
of Representatives passed three gun 
safety measures and sent them to the 
Senate, where no further action is an-
ticipated.  
 
STATES: On October 11, California 
Governor Gavin Newsom signed into 
law a comprehensive package of gun 
related bills that strengthen gun safety 
in the state. According to statistics 
California has some of the strongest 
gun laws in the country and has seen 
gun deaths decline four times greater 
than the rest of the nation.  
 

THE CANDIDATES: Presidential can-
didate Joe Biden in early October an-
nounced The Biden Plan to End our 
Gun Violence Epidemic. Elizabeth 
Warren had previously announced a 
comprehensive gun safety policy. 
Bernie Sanders in his updated 2020 
position on guns supports a nationwide 
ban on assault rifles and banning high 
capacity magazines. Other presidential 
candidates support some form of gun 
safety legislation, some more vocally 
than others. 
 

HERE IN OREGON: On October 2, 
2019 the Elections Division in Salem 
certified that 2020 Initiative Petition 
#40 had submitted the required num-
ber of sponsorship signatures for a 
ballot title in the 2020 general election. 

The subject of the initiative is: Orego-
nians for Safe Gun Storage and Re-
porting Lost/Stolen Firearms. The peti-
tioners hope that the February 2020 
Legislature will pass the measure in its 
next session, but just in case, the 
measure will have a second chance on 
the 2020 General Election ballot.  
  
Initiative Petition #40 requires firearms 
to be locked during storage/transfer, 
loss reported, supervised minor use, 
and imposes penalties/liabilities. Each 
violation of the proposed measure 
would carry a fine of up to $2,000. If 
passed Oregon would have among the 
strongest gun safety laws in the coun-
try.  

  Donna Michel 

GUN SAFETY NOVEMBER UPDATE 

It has been suggested that attending a 

LWVLC Board meeting first would help 

members decide if they are ready to 

join the Board. We are looking forward 

to increasing the Board to full capacity 

(four officers and seven directors.) 

 

At the October 16 meeting, the board 

read and heard reports from the com-

mittees for Action, Voter Service, 100th 

Anniversary, Nominating, Treasurer, 

Development (Finance), office reloca-

tion and Program. These reports, usu-

ally sent out prior to the meetings, pre-

pare the board for decision-making. 

Following discussions, the Board voted 

support of a second letter to the Lane 

County Board of Commissioners re-

garding redistricting, and a letter to the 

editor clarifying for voters the effect of 

ballot measure 20-302 regarding the 

proposed charter change for city pay-

roll tax. Board members decided to do 

away with the $5 student membership 

fee and consider guidelines and a pro-

posal for dues subsidy where paying 

dues is a barrier to membership. They 

decided to create a special fund from 

the Kappy Eaton legacy with guidelines 

for use. The Board voted to appoint 

Nancy O'Kief, who has been serving as 

Membership co-chair, as a director. 

(Congratulations!) They decided to 

meet individually with Advisory Com-

mittee members instead of convening a 

fall meeting, and to skip Board meet-

ings in July and December. They chose 

April 25 for the 2020 Annual Meeting 

and thanked Janet Calvert for reserving 

the space at the Garden Club. (Save the 

date!) 
 

We hope to see you at a future Board 

meeting. The next Board meeting is 

November 20 at 1:30. Please notify Keli 

Osborn or me if you wish a few min-

utes of time on the agenda. 

Jeanne Taylor, Secretary 

NOTES FROM YOUR LWVLC BOARD 

https://www.civicthinker.info/
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Oregon is one of the states that does well in fostering easy 

access to the voting process for its citizens, but that is not 

true for numerous other states. Many organizations are now 

lobbying to promote easier voting. Besides the LWV, organi-

zations like the Brennan Center for Justice, the ACLU, Fair-

Vote, Let America Vote and Common Cause are all working 

to improve the process. We can advocate for equal access 

for all Americans to the voting process by supporting these 

organizations. 

 

Voting should not only be a fair process, it should also be 

simple and convenient. There are many ways this can be 

accomplished. Allowing vote by mail or early voting and 

automatic registration, same-day registration or online reg-

istration are possibilities. Making sure there are enough 

functional voting machines and poll workers to keep lines 

from getting too long and making sure there are enough 

convenient polling places are important as well. Other op-

tions to consider are making Election Day a national holiday 

or changing Election Day to a Saturday.  

 

Certain communities are especially vulnerable to hurdles 

like long lines and lack of polling places. The elderly, stu-

dents and low-income individuals who have limited time 

because of work or school or lack of physical ability to 

stand in long lines or get to distant polling places can be 

more impacted than the general voting population. While 

employers in many states are required to give workers time 

off to vote, there is no federal law that mandates it. See 

what time-off laws apply in different states at this site:    

https://www.replicon.com/blog/your-election-day-time-off-

rights-a-state-by-state-guide/amp/ 

 

Recent voter ID laws in several states have caused confusion 

about who can vote and what kinds of ID are required. No 

state required a government ID for voting before 2006 

when Indiana became the first state to require it. Propo-

nents argue ID requirements reduce electoral fraud but em-

pirical evidence indicates that this type of fraud is ex-

tremely rare and may place a burdensome barrier to partici-

pation for the most vulnerable voters. See voting require-

ments by state at this site:   

https://ballotpedia.org/Voter_identification_laws_by_state 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November and December  

meetings are cancelled. 

 

Paula Grisafi, Voter Service Chair  

voterservice@lwvlc.org. 

 MAKE VOTING EASY 

Voter Service 

Committee Meeting 

January 14, 2 pm  

League office  

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE PLANNING 

By now you have the forms to order fruit and nuts. Just do it! 
 

 Great products 

 Welcome gifts 

 Funds for our League 

 Tax-deductible donation to feed those in need 
 

Questions? Want to join our fun and nutty group, affectionately known as 

the Nutty Fruit Loops?  Contact -  

Marj Maxwell, Head Loop  

541-521-3051 (phone or text) marjmaxwell@gmail.com 

THE FRUIT (AND NUTS) SALE IS HERE! 

Many people assume the job of the 

Membership Committee is to increase 

our membership numbers, and while 

this is important since dues power the 

work of the League on local, state, and 

national level, this is not our primary 

goal. More and more, the Membership 

Committee is looking to see how we 

can best be of service to our members: 

what services and activities can we 

sponsor to support our members: what 

makes the League an organization peo-

ple want to be a part of? With this in 

mind, we will be looking to conduct 

some surveys in the near future to gain 

a better understanding of who our 

members are, and we will be brain-

storming ways we can connect. In addi-

tion, the Membership Committee is 

looking to plan a social event for the 

month of January.  
 

As we head into 2020, there is a lot of 

work to be done as a League, but it’s 

also nice to take opportunities to inter-

act with people who share some of our 

interests and concerns in a low-

pressure environment. If you would like 

to be part of this planning, or if you 

have ideas to share about how the 

League can best serve its members, 

please email membership@lwvlc.org or 

attend one of our open meetings.  
 

Our next meeting will be held immedi-

ately following the luncheon - we will 

be gathering in the main lobby near the 

fireplace to begin the planning. 

Darla McVay 

Membership 

Committee Meeting 

November 14, 1 pm  

Valley River Inn 

(See above) 
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LWVLC LIVES UP TO ITS GOALS TO IMPROVE LIVES 

 

 

 

 

 

As the League of Women Vot-

ers of the U.S. prepares to 

celebrate its centennial in 

2020, we look back on the 

achievements of the League 

of Women Voters of Lane 

County’s 80 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Established in 1939, the then 

named Eugene League of 

Women Voters ambitious first 

program included: improve 

general welfare standards, se-

cure civil rights for all citizens, 

raise the standards of govern-

ment service and provide a 

system of finance adequate to 

state needs. Over its 80 years, 

celebrated this year, LWVLC 

has played a crucial role in 

many local issues that address 

those lofty goals. Here are a 

few examples. 

 

In 1951, the Eugene LWV inter-

viewed more than 100 African 

Americans as the basis for the 

report, “The Negro in Eugene.”  

The report identified unemploy-

ment, substandard housing, 

and other issues facing this 

community. The League con-

ducted a public forum to bring 

“constructive action” to these 

problems and to protect the 

rights of individuals in the com-

munity regardless of color or 

creed. 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1966, the Eugene League 

initiated a conversation among 

the City of Eugene, Oregon 

Welfare Department, Lane Hu-

man Resources and other or-

ganizations about the need for 

affordable day care. A new or-

ganization, Child Care, Inc., 

was formed and, using dona-

tions and volunteers, opened 

an affordable day care center 

in 1968. 

 

 

 

In 1998, The League urged the 

Eugene City Council to place a 

four-year local option property 

tax levy on the ballot to fund the 

public library and worked to ob-

tain the levy’s passage and its 

renewal in 2002. The City did not 

try to replace the levy in 2006 

which led to a decline in services 

and hours. The LWVLC advocated 

the City reinstitute the levy and 

successfully campaigned for its 

adoption in 2015.  

 

 

 

 

Kathy Madison  

1540katmad@gmail.com  

Kappy Eaton 

1998 President 

Phyllis Montgomery 

1951 President 

Genevieve Turnipseed 

1939 President 

Ruth Miller 

1966 President 

mailto:1540katmad@gmail.com


Page 7 LWVLC November 2019 

Procedural justice is the idea of fairness in the processes that resolve disputes and allocate resources. Erik 

Girvan, a University of Oregon professor who spoke about implicit bias at the October 19 LWVOR workshop, 

used the procedural justice framework to offer meaningful steps for our diversity, equity and inclusion com-

mitment: 

 Ensure our processes are inclusive and transparent. 
 

 Remove barriers for groups that should be included. Are meetings at times and locations that are accessi-

ble? Do we offer childcare to expand participation? 
 

 Be an active listener. This can include acknowledging another verbally and nonverbally, asking clarifying 

questions, and summarizing to help make sure we understand what’s been said. (Of course, one way to 

listen better is to stop talking!) 

 

Where are you and where are we on the continuum? 

Keli Osborn 

DIVERSITY, EQUITY, INCLUSION (DEI) - CHECK-IN 

THIRTEENTH ANNUAL  

RENNARD STRICKLAND LECTURE 

Honoring the former UO Law School Dean and  
Native American scholar 

 

MARY KATHRYN NAGLE 

Presenting on: 
TRIBAL SOVEREIGNTY: 

THE TRUE ORIGINS OF ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 
 

Tuesday, November 12, 6 pm 
110 Knight Law Center 

Free and open to the public 
Reception at the Many Nations Longhouse to follow 

Fran in the League booth at the 

Eugene Celebration in 2012. 

REMEMBING FRAN BOEHNER 

 

“Fran had a passion for education, and she was very active socially 

and politically; she was always championing the underdog and 

doing everything in her power to help those less fortunate than 

her. She was a long-time member of the League of Women Voters 

and devoted many years of her life to encouraging women and 

minorities to register, and to vote.” Cottage Grove Sentinel 

 

She was without judgment when she visited a homeless camp and 

fearless when speaking truth to power. 

 

Leaguers remember her sense of humor even when delivering a 

serious message. At a board meeting she revealed the tattoo on 

her chest that said - Do Not Resuscitate - Damn it! 
 

Charlcie Kaylor 



CALENDAR 

(For more information see page reference.) 

 

NOVEMBER 
 

5 - 3 pm, Unit material briefing (pg 2) 

6 - 9:30 am, Action Committee (pg 3) 

6 through 14, Units - (pg 2) 

12 - 6 pm, Tribal Sovereignty lecture (pg 7) 

14 - SECOND THURSDAY LUNCHEON (pg 1) 

14 - 1 pm, Membership Committee - Valley River Inn (pg 6) 

15 - Naturalization Ceremony - contact Stephanie Winsor - sawinsor@mac.com 

20 - 1:30 pm - LWVLC Board meeting - (pg 5) 

22 - Midnight - Argus submission deadline 

 

Voter Service Committee meetings cancelled until January (page 4) 

Thanks to our       

2018-19 Directory        

Advertisers  

 

Lane Forest Products 

Baker Bay Bead Company 

Christine Dambach,                

Farmers Insurance 

 

Eugene Hotel Retirement 

Unique Properties  

Aayres Appliance Repair 

Ambrosia 

Bel Ami 

Coburg Road Car Wash 

Dot Dotson’s 

Eugene’s Flower Home 

Long's Meat Market  

Mighty Mow 

Platinum Packaging 

Studio d  Hair Salon 

338 West 11th Ave., Suite 101, Eugene, OR 97401  541-343-7917 

For the latest information visit our website  http://lwvlc.org/ 

LWVLC Office Hours 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

(except holidays) 

11 am - 1:30 pm 

http://lwvlc.org/get-involved/donate/ 

http://lwvlc.org/get-involved/donate/

