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COUNTING DOWN TO 100
by Linda Lynch, President
If you are
thinking the
presidential
election is
the only activity the
League must
prepare for
in 2020, you
have forgotten that the
Nineteenth
Amendment
giving
women the
right to vote
was adopted
August 18, 1920. The League of
Women Voters was formed ahead of
ratification on February 14, 1920.
There were many unanticipated delays
getting to final ratification. The
League's 100th anniversary celebration
is important. Indeed, one might say
that the League's founders anticipated
the work that would be necessary to
prepare 20 million women to be informed voters.
League members made suffrage an
issue in the 1920 presidential election,
lobbying both candidates for president
(conveniently both from Ohio) and actively worked the party conventions.
Both conventions were in June, at the

her mother. Wasn't she going to vote
same time the fight to finally secure
the needed 36th state to ratify the 19th for Greeley? Carrie's father, her older
brother, and the hired hands erupted
amendment was happening.
in peals of laughter, worst of all, even
Carrie Chapman Catt was the field gen- her mother laughed. She still remembered the bewilderment and embareral for all these fights: founding the
rassment, the hot tears welling up.
League of Women Voters, organizing
the fight in the last state and trying to Women couldn't vote, only men, her
secure endorsements from both presi- father explained, didn't she realize
dential nominees. She worked for so
that? Her smirking brother Charles was
no smarter than she was. The guffawmany years, one wonders how she
came to take on this struggle. In The
ing farmhands couldn't even read! CarWoman's Hour: The Great Fight to Win rie could hear the men still laughing in
the Vote, (Elaine Weiss, 2018), her rude the wagon as they drove off toward
town. She felt as if she'd been slapped.
awakening is described:
Carrie Lane was a pigtailed Iowa farm
girl, bookish and inquisitive, with the
earnest self-confidence of a child who
knows she is clever....Lively political
discussions were a dinner table staple
in the Lane Family. Carrie read the
newspapers; she liked to chime in. But
on Election Day 1872, with incumbent
Ulysses Grant facing off against crusading newspaper publisher Horace
Greeley, thirteen-year-old Carrie
watched as her father and the farm's
hired men prepared to ride into town to
vote, dressed in their Sunday best,
while her smart, politically minded
mother, an ardent Greeley supporter,
remained in her house frock.

We can't begin to imagine the nature of
this battle. Women picketed the White
House six days a week for two and a
half years, trying to secure President
Woodrow Wilson's support for suffrage.
They were arrested and jailed.

You can see that the women who
started the League were leaders in the
suffrage effort. While the dates of the
League's founding and the vote by the
36th state to ratify are six months
apart, 1920 was a year of continuous
activity. Kathy Madison is leading a
team to prepare us for the activities of
2020 regarding the League and ratification. Watch the Argus for news and call
or email her if you want to help. In the
Shouldn't she be getting ready to go
meantime, make The Woman's Hour
with the other grown-ups? Carrie asked required reading!

THIRD THURSDAY LUNCHEON
March 21, Valley River Inn, Eugene

Dr. Margaret Hamilton

LANE COMMUNITY COLLEGE PRESIDENT

Will speak on -

“LCC, Your Community College”
Doors open at 11 am - buffet served at 11:30 am
Open to the public - reservations are required
call 541-343-7917 or league@lwvlc.org
Buffet lunch is available for $17 Beverage only $5

More on page 2

PLEASE NOTE - If you know you will be attending, please notify us whether you will be lunching, just want a
beverage or neither but want to attend. This helps the staff set up the room to better accommodate our needs.
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UNIT CHOICES - ALL ARE WELCOME
Tuesday, March 12

At 9 am join the Coburg Road and Harlow
Road units to see the Lane County courthouse conditions and evaluate the need for
a bond to replace the courthouse. If more
than ten people sign up, a second tour will
follow shortly after the 9 am tour. To reserve your place please RSVP by March 8 to
Janet Calvert 541-686-2697 or

Wednesday, March 13

Cottage Grove unit will tour Emerald Village
at 25 N. Polk, Eugene. Time to be determined. For more information contact Gayle
Downing at
541-942-1858 - downinggayle@live.com

Thursday, March 14

At 9:30 am the South Willamette unit will
attend the Veterans Treatment Court (Lane
jankcalvert@comcast.net.
County courthouse), 125 E 8th, Eugene.
Judge Valerie Love and/or assistant circuit
Wednesday, March 13
Join the East Eugene unit at 10 am, at 1711 court coordinator Joe Vigil will preside. We
River Road, Blossom Cottages, a subdivision will learn about veterans who struggle with
many problems. Best to be there at 9:15.
of eight tiny homes. Each home is 680 sq.
Parking on the street or Oak Street garage.
ft., with nine foot ceilings and plenty of
RSVP to:
storage space. We will learn about these
homes with a tour and presentation by Dan Martha Binstadt at mmbistadt@gmail.com
Hill, owner of Arbor South Architecture and by March 7 as number may be limited.
Construction. We are also concerned about Thursday, March 14
how the costs of regulations and codes afAt 1 pm, 2034 West 2nd, Eugene, the evefect affordable housing.
ning unit will tour Arcimoto, home of the
The site is on the right side of River Road
electric FUV (Fun Utility Vehicle).
going north, just past the light at Maxwell
Questions? Contact Charlcie@efn.org.
(L)-Rosewood (R) with a bus stop in front.
Between Century Link and the cottages is a
private drive. Turn right onto it, at left is
parking by the cottages.
Please call Diana Grandberry if you have any
questions. 541-342-8402

No briefing in March

Public Relations
KATHY MADISON
Units
MARY KEATING
Voter Service
DARLA MCVAY

It’s social. It’s interesting. It’s delicious.
And we get down to business at

LWVLC’s annual meeting

Plan to attend Saturday 9 am, May 4
Eugene Garden Club, 1645 High Street

Dr. Margaret Hamilton
by Helen Beardsworth

Dr. Hamilton had a 29-year career in higher education prior
to coming to Lane Community College. She was the Vice
President for Academic Affairs at Camden County College in
New Jersey before coming to LCC. Her teaching experience
in nursing education gave her an opportunity to share her
clinical experiences in Virginia, New Jersey and Pennsylvania.

lenges at LCC through partnerships and program audits.

Dr. Hamilton hopes to tackle funding and enrollment chal-

https://www.lanecc.edu/president

Dr. Hamilton holds a Ph.D. in Nursing Education from
Widener University, a Master of Science in Nursing and a
Bachelor of Science. Her honors include a 2011 Spirit Award
from the New Jersey Council of County Colleges in recognition of her outstanding service to two-year institutions of
higher education for work that personifies dedication and
Dr. Hamilton says that part of her personal and professional excellence in community colleges, as well as the Dean’s
mission is to work with and mentor diverse students. In an Citation in 2000 from the University of Medicine and Deninterview with KLCC in 2017 she said, “Although how you
tistry School of Health Related Professions, now Rutgers
define [diversity] in every part of the country is different, I
School of Health Professions, for outstanding contributions
can see Lane has its own groups of folks who probably will in allied health education.
welcome the support.”
For more on Dr. Hamilton:
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ADOPTION OF STUDY TOPICS FOR 2019-2020 AT
ANNUAL MEETING by Susan Tavakolian, Program Co-Chair
Each year the League of Women Voters
of Lane County (LWVLC) adopts a program calendar for the following year at
the annual meeting, which will be on
May 4. Members have an opportunity
to suggest topics to the board two
months in advance of the annual meeting, that is, by March 4.
The LWVLC by-laws state: “Voting members may make [program] recommendations to the board two months before the annual meeting. The board
shall consider these recommendations
and formulate a proposed program,
which shall be sent to the members
twenty-one (21) days before the annual
meeting. Members at the annual meeting shall adopt a program by a majority
vote on each item presented to them.
Recommendations for program submitted by members but not included in the
program recommended by the board
may be considered by the annual meeting, provided that (1) they were submitted two months before the annual
meeting, (2) the annual meeting shall
order consideration by a majority vote,
(3) and the annual meeting shall adopt
the item by a three-fifths vote.”

The following state topics (which would
need to be adopted at state convention
in May) also received recommendation
for study by two or more units:
Seismic risks
education on preparation/public buildings/seismic sensitivity of locations
and inclusion of volcanic activity*
Nuclear energy
waste disposal, threat to Columbia
River from Hanford
Energy conservation
latest technologies, electric cars, smart
grids, battery storage, nuclear power,
solar and wind power
Child care
state of child care, cost and availability
Mental health services for children
and youth
Initiative, referendum and recall
the system is broken
Air quality
the quality of air as it relates to climate
change

State topics:
Emergency Board
What is the role of the Emergency
Board now?
Fiscal policy
What does emergency clause mean –
needs clarification.
Offshore and coastal management
dead zone/plastics/blue algae
Water policy
include water rights, tribal rights, agriculture and urban needs
Juvenile justice
Farm worker issues
health and housing
Adult corrections
include preventive measures
Adult mental health in Oregon
dementia/easier to obtain guardianship
Homeless youth in Oregon
Looking Glass/adequate funding

Additional program suggestions by
individual members:
City of Eugene – independent auditor
All of these suggested topics would be Transportation – Uber subsidized in
informational studies, meaning that the large community
intent of the study is to improve our
Election laws – What about top two or
understanding of the topic rather than voting rank?
to change an existing League position
What does “economic development
or formulate a new position. However, revenue bonds” mean?
Consequently, if you have a topic for
three of the topics - seismic risks, enStatus of juvenile justice in Lane
study that you would particularly
ergy conservation and air quality County
like for the board to consider as a
might lead to a recommendation to the Hate Crimes/violence/school behavrecommended topic, you need to
state League that the state positions be ior (develop local, state, or US position)
make that request to the board by
revised.
Siting of Eugene City Hall/County
March 4.
Court House – placement of governThe following state and local topics
mental services, advantages/
The following local topics received the also received interest at the program
most interest for study (i.e., two or
planning units, but less than the above disadvantages of centralized services
Development of statewide mass tranmore units expressed interest in study- topics:
sit, air/rail/bus, I-5 corridor and effiing them) based on the program planLocal Topics:
cient movement of freight by truck/
ning from the December unit meetings. Housing
rail
Also included are comments on the
Structure of local government
nature of the suggested study from the particularly operational structure
As you can see, there is no shortage of
units:
changes in Cottage Grove
important and interesting potential
Planning and zoning
Urban services
study topics for next year.
state of zoning in Lane County
Capital improvement financing
Lane County government
Local government finance
redistricting methods
permit fees in Cottage Grove
Library services
Sign control to address marijuana
do not have equitable services in
advertising
Cottage Grove
Transportation, especially reaching
Structure of local government
out to rural areas
operational structure changes in
Cottage Grove
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by Keli Osborn, Action Chair
Lane County Courthouse
The Lane County courthouse was built in 1959 and
houses circuit court, district attorney’s office, Lane
County sheriff’s office, emergency operations center,
records and archives, and rural police and search and
rescue dispatch.

Cleaner Air Oregon
Governor Kate Brown launched Cleaner Air Oregon
rulemaking in April 2016 after communities around
the state raised concerns about exposure to potentially harmful heavy metals, chemicals and other pollutants from factories and other industrial sources.
DEQ and LRAPA propose to implement the Cleaner Air
Since it was built, the population served by the Court- Oregon program and rules in our area under the auhouse has more than doubled. In an early February
thority provided to LRAPA. A hearing is planned in
briefing for LWVLC, Lane County staff talked about a
Eugene on March 14, 12:30 pm at the EWEB north
possible new justice center. Objectives are to address building on East 4th Avenue in Eugene. Learn more by
space limitations, provide for security and privacy,
visiting the LRAPA website calendar: http://lrapa.org/
and ensure equal access to legal services.
Springfield Public Library
The Action Committee will study the proposal and
This year, Springfield is exploring the option of a new
share information with League members and the pub- library. According to Springfield staff, a new library
lic in the coming weeks and months. You can do
design would prioritize accessibility, flexible gathersome of your own self-education by visiting the dedi- ing places for programming and collaboration, plenty
cated Lane County website: www.lanecounty.org/
of light, cozy reading areas and more space for colcourthouse and join the unit tour of the courthouse
lections—while addressing connectivity limitations,
on March 12. (See page 2)
recurring plumbing and electrical issues, crumbling
masonry, and lack of street-level entrance. Are you a
Transit Tomorrow
Springfield resident or Springfield Library patron?
Transit Tomorrow is LTD’s effort to find out how to
Your feedback is needed! Visit Springfield’s website
better move the people it serves and how service
for more: https://
should be distributed throughout the service area.
newspringfieldlibrary.org/2018/12/28/new-libraryThe online open house will be live through February
open-houses/
28. Complete your survey here: http://
openhouse.jla.us.com/transit-tomorrow-2#
Help us pay attention to these and other issues. Join
Action Committee discussions or follow a topic from
your own favorite hangout.
Keli Osborn, action@lwv.org

Action Committee Meeting
March 6, 9:30 am

League office

STATE CONVENTION
LWVOR biennial state convention will be held May 17-19
in Ashland. LWVLC may have nine delegates and any
number of observers. The League will cover room and
registration costs for delegates. This is an interesting
event where one would learn a lot about the League,
hear interesting speakers and meet League members
from around the state.
If you are interested in attending as a delegate or an
observer, please email me at lindalynch28@gmail.com.
One could be an observer for any or all of the convention, but a delegate should be there the whole time.
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BRIDGING THE AGE GAP

There’s work to be done on promoting positive student engagement
and a League environment that is
welcoming and productive to members of all ages. For tips, here are
excerpts from a 2018 LWVUS
Membership and Leadership (MLD)
Guidance.
Working together is rewarding and
can lead to great things, but generational differences aren’t always
easy to overcome and can cause
awkwardness, misunderstandings,
and halt the process of building a
healthy relationship between people. However, there are steps that
can be taken to promote healthier
and more beneficial relationships.
 Keep an open mind. When
speaking with each other it is essential that both parties have an
open mind to the others’ thoughts,
ideas, and actions. Both sides have
different perspectives on issues to
offer, and despite age all are important to the conversation.
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Find simple solutions to
bridge differences. Examples include varying meeting and event
 Cross-generational mentorship times so those with less flexible
are exciting learning opportunities. schedules have more opportunities
to attend and communications that
Everyone has unique qualities to
meet the needs of those who prefer
share, so both sides should learn
virtual and print copies.
from one another. For example,
younger people tend to be more
Give good reasons. Doing
tech-savvy, therefore, they could
something the way it’s always been
teach others about new and differ- done comes with pluses and mient ways of organizing. Older peo- nuses. In some cases, it makes
ple with more experience in volun- sense to continue with a timeteer and professional work can of- honored tradition or process, but
fer guidance and skills to promote it’s important to consider and pomore impactful volunteer work.
tentially enact change. Be open to
the suggestion of new ideas and
Ask questions about one another. When having a conversation, prepared to provide reasons beyond just being the way it’s always
keep a flowing dialogue. Asking
been done.
questions shows compassion and
person feels uncomfortable, otherwise, it will not be a productive
bond.

interest, which makes the other
feel more relaxed. This can also
give you a better understanding of
the person and their ideas. For example, if talking about issues that
are important to the student activist, ask them why that issue is imOpen dialogue is another important to them. This can give you
portant quality to hold. Being able a better insight into the person and
to speak freely with one another
the issue and possibly help find
will build trust and understanding ways to work on that issue in the
on both sides of the relationship as future.
well as an understanding that you
may use different slang terms and
interpret tone and language differently. It is crucial that neither

Assume good intent. New
members may appear over eager or
over ambitious to take responsibility or leadership roles especially if
this is their first time joining a formal organization. Their eagerness
to participate should be embraced
and funneled into a more appropriate role that will let them learn and
be guided by a more experienced
member.
Source: League of Women Voters of
the US, Shur Fellow Guidance June
2018 Student Involvement: Tips for
Bridging the Age Gap

Articles from The Atlantic offer additional data and perspective on our pluralistic society
A significant minority of Americans seldom or never meet people from another race, and they prize sameness, not difference - including in political beliefs:
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2019/02/americans-remain-deeply-ambivalent-about-diversity/583123/?
utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=politics-daily-newsletter&utm_content=20190221&silveridref=MzQyOTMyNTk4NjYwS0
White, black, and Hispanic people hold distinctly different views of American identity and values:
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2019/02/racial-divisions-exist-among-whites-blacks-andhispanics/583267/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=politics-dailynewsletter&utm_content=20190221&silverid-ref=MzQyOTMyNTk4NjYwS0
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VOTER SERVICE
by Darla McVay

On Monday, February 18, members of
our Youth Committee traveled to Salem
in support of full funding for schools.
In partnership with Stand for Children,
we gathered for a working breakfast
where we received tips for effective
grassroots lobbying, suggestions for
how to talk with our legislators, and
information on current bills of interest
in the House and Senate. Our group
divided up to meet with our representatives, and all of our students had an
opportunity to speak to legislators to

tell them about their concerns and experiences being a student. We had the
opportunity to meet with Representatives Holvey, Fahey, and Wilde as well
as Senators Prozanski, Manning, and
Beyer. In addition, we sat in on a Senate hearing to learn more about the
legislative process.

wonderful opportunity to make their
voices heard! A special thank you to Joy
Marshall of Stand for Children for facilitating this valuable opportunity.

It was a long day, but the girls all said
they learned something and felt good
about being part of the discussion and
contributing to the process. It was a

March 13
April 10
2 pm League Office

Voter Service
Committee Meetings

At the work session (left to right)
Hailey Brink, Claire Shepard, Jacqueline Boechler
and Carson McVay

On the steps of the Senate
wing from left to right
Raina Okonogi-Neth, Carson
McVay, Jaqueline Boechler,
Audrey Chen, Mackenzie
Williamson and Emma Illig.

OUR LEAGUE NEEDS YOUR HELP
by Janet Calvert, Finance Chair

Our local League is determined to make active and informed participation in civic affairs more than just a nice
phrase. Our League wants to be more inclusive of younger
residents and reach out to under-represented groups and
individuals. To do this on a sustained basis takes more person power, people with special skills and, most importantly,
people who are willing to offer some of their time and talents to making League even more effective. Electronic communication has replaced a lot of paper-based communication, but our website needs constant updating and a
skilled/trained person to keep the site accurate, up to date
and enticing. (Rhonda is doing a great job, but she can’t do
it alone.)
Not all jobs require a lot of expertise: staffing the office,
collating the Argus, staffing a booth or distributing question cards at candidate forums are jobs that always need to

be done. All League jobs big or small make League a respected organization.

To expand our effectiveness also takes cash.

Sorry, it does. In the next few weeks you will receive a letter
asking you for donations to the League of Women Voters of
Lane County. Now that we are a 501(C)(3) non-profit organization, money and in-kind gifts are tax deductible. Please
respond.
Your donation is greatly appreciated. Our League has benefitted in recent years when several members have named
the League in a bequest or in their will. It is something to
consider.
Thank you for your support.

LWVLC March 2019
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MEMBERSHIP - MENTOR PROGRAM
NAVIGATING THE ORGANIZATION
by Betty-Coe de Broekert

As a brand-new, slightly-new, or not-all-that-new
League member, we hope that you’ve discovered
something in the League program of activities that
appeals to you and satisfies your initial impulse to
join an organization that makes a difference.

Attend a committee or another meeting.
Committees:
Action – advocacy
Voter Service – education
Program Planning –
set the discussion topics for the year
Membership – recruit and retain members

The League’s mentorship program is an opportunity
to match you with an experienced member to act as a
friendly guide or information source to help you navi- Other:
gate the organization. It’s a very fluid activity from a
Finance, Public Relations, Diversity/Equity/Inclusion
one-time event to an ongoing relationship - your
Participate in a Unit –
choice.
monthly discussion groups on specific topics
Third Thursday Lunch at the Valley River –
Members are invited to explore the various options
speakers on current topics of interest.
for participating. For ways to get involved, check the
Argus monthly newsletter or the LWV Lane County
If you have any questions or suggestions regarding
website https://lwvlc.org/ or call the League office,
the LWVLC Mentor Program please contact
(541) 343-7917. Contact the committee chair or unit
Helen Beardsworth hbeardswo@gmail.com
discussion leader to let them know of your interest.
541-913-1644 or
Sharon Posner smposner@comcast.net
Membership
541-484-0268

Committee Meeting
March 19 at 2 pm
League office

KUDOS TO THE NATURALIZATION TEAM
On February 8, 26 people from 14 countries became naturalized citizens in the court of Federal
Judge Ann Aiken. One couple from Russia was
accompanied by their grandson, who helped
them with translation continuously through the
ceremony. It might have been more help than
they needed, but the judge realized they weren't
the only ones being helped with interpreters.
Continued thank yous and kudos to the League's
Naturalization team of Stephanie Winsor, Barbara
Carter and Miriam Aiken. They have become a
fixture at these ceremonies and are now well
known to court personnel. They encourage new
citizens to become registered voters right away.
The ceremonies are always interesting, and if you
haven't been to one, you should join Stephanie
and her team.

Linda Lynch

Barbara Carter
Stephanie Winsor
Miriam Aiken

338 West 11th Ave., Suite 101, Eugene, OR 97401 541-343-7917
For the latest information visit our website
http://lwvlc.org/
http://lwvlc.org/get-involved/donate/

CALENDAR

(For more information see page reference.)

MARCH
6, 9:30 am - Action committee, League office
9, 7 pm - Cap and Invest
12-14, Unit choices
13, 2 pm Voter Service, League office
14, 12:30 pm, Cleaner Air Oregon hearing
19, 2 pm - Membership committee, League office
20, 1:30 pm - Board meeting, League office
21, 11:30 am - Third Thursday, Dr. Margaret Hamilton
22, Midnight, March Argus submission deadline

(pg 4)
(pg 4)
(pg 2)
(pg 6)
(pg 4)
(pg 3)
(pg 1)

Our Mission
The League of Women Voters, a
nonpartisan political
organization, encourages the informed and active
participation in government,
works to increase
understanding of major public
policy issues, and influences public
policy through
education and advocacy.

LWVLC Office Hours
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
11am - 1:30 pm
Thanks to our
2018-19 Directory
Advertisers

League of Women Voters of Lane County
Membership Form - July 2018 thru June 2019

Lane Forest Products
Baker Bay Bead Company
Christine Dambach,
Farmers Insurance
Eugene Hotel Retirement

Please give
to a friend

Individual
$ 70
Household (two people at the same address)$105
Student
$ 20

Unique Properties

_______________________________________________
Name

Aayres Appliance Repair
Ambrosia
Bel Ami
Coburg Road Car Wash
Dot Dotson’s
Eugene’s Flower Home
Long's Meat Market
Mighty Mow
Platinum Packaging
Studio d Hair Salon

Mail the form and
check payable to
LWVLC to:
LWVLC
338 W 11th Ave.
Suite 101
Eugene, OR 97401

_______________________________________________
Address
_______________________________________________
Phone
_______________________________________________
Email (for League use only)
LWVLC is a tax exempt 501(c)(3) organization.
Membership dues and contributions are tax deductible.

