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A LOOK AT LWVOR AND LWVUS CONVENTIONS 

by Linda Lynch, President 

This past 

month 

provided 

me the 

opportu-

nity to 

look at 

our 

League 

through the window of the 

state and national perspec-

tives and to be instructed 

again about the League's 

origins, purpose and goals. 

This Argus is filled with 

reports and news from 

LWVOR Council and LWVUS 

Convention. Betty-Coe de 

Broekert and I attended the 

LWVOR meeting, held 

jointly with the Washington 

League in Vancouver. Two 

weeks after that Rhonda 

Livesay and I made our way 

to Washington, D.C. for the 

52nd LWVUS Convention.  
 

Climate change was an im-

portant topic at both meet-

ings. In Vancouver the 

causes and effects of cli-

mate change on the Colum-

bia River were both dis-

cussed and obvious, as the 

oil train derailment hap-

pened while League mem-

bers were driving or taking 

the train from eastern 

Washington and eastern 

Oregon to the meeting. 

Trains coming from the 

north were also delayed so 

that traffic that had been 

diverted from the gorge 

could cross rail lines.  

 

The Columbia River Basin is 

the size of France. Huge. 

Dams were constructed for 

the primary purpose of 

flood control, generally 

without regard to fish. Over 

time, the water in the lower 

basin has warmed, to the 

detriment of salmon runs, 

while remaining cool in the 

upper basin. Because there 

are few fish ladders on the 

dams, it is a constant strug-

gle to help fish get to the 

cooler water to spawn. The 

Columbia River Basin Treaty 

with Canada was ratified in 

1964, and some of its 

terms are currently being 

renegotiated. At the time of 

the writing of the treaty, 

none of the tribes were part 

of the negotiations, but 

now they are represented at 

the table. This will likely 

result in improved condi-

tions for fish and fishing, 

but how that will be 

achieved remains to be 

seen. 
 

At LWVUS Convention, 

while the focus continues 

to be on restoring the Vot-

ing Rights Act, Convention 

attendees did pass three 

climate change resolutions. 

Credit for the work to 

achieve their passage goes 

almost single handedly to 

LWV of Corvallis members 

Claudia Keith and Cathy 

Frischman. They navigated 

the LWVUS resolutions 

process and the resolutions 

committee, researched ap-

propriate language, held 

caucuses, and finally were 

able to cheer when the 

resolutions were adopted, 

about two hours before 

Convention adjournment. 

Leaving out all the 

"whereas" clauses, the 

LWVUS resolved that: 
 

1. The LWVUS consider 

signing onto an amicus rief 

with the 21 youth plaintiffs 

from Our Children's Trust; 

2. LWVUS support the 

United States ratification of 

the UN Conference of Par-

ties 21 Paris Agreement; 
 

3. The LWVUS should con-

tinue working for full imple-

mentation of the EPA Clean 

Power Plan, especially at the 

state level, as a first step, 

and call on the White House 

to implement an updated 

science-based 

Climate Action 

(Continued on page 3) 

Linda Lynch and Rhonda Livesay with Senator Wyden, Representative 

DeFazio and Senator Jeff Merkley. 



MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 

 by Linda Lynch, President 

MEMBERSHIP - by Betty-Coe de Broekert, Chair 
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President            
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Secretary                         
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KATHY MADISON 
 

Units                              
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Voter Service            

RHONDA LIVESAY  

KELI OSBORN 

The League’s annual Fall Luncheon is 

Thursday, September 15, 2016 at the 

Valley River Inn in Eugene with the State 

of Oregon’s Education Innovation Offi-

cer, Colt Gill, as the featured speaker. 

 

The luncheon is one of the main respon-

sibilities of the Membership committee. 

The Chairs for this year’s luncheon are 

Anne Best and Kathy Merwin-Gonzales, 

former co-chairs of the Membership 

Committee. Hosting a table and reserva-

tion information will be announced 

closer to the September event. Start plan-

ning now whom you want to invite to this 

event. It is a great opportunity to share your 

involvement with the League with your 

friends, colLeagues, and neighbors. 

 

In addition to the Fall Luncheon, some of the 

main duties of the Membership committee 

are to actively recruit and orient new mem-

bers and provide members with information 

about ways to participate in League activities 

and events.  

Colt Gill was appointed by Governor Kate Brown to the inaugu-

ral position of Oregon’s Education Innovation Officer, Gill is 

charged with developing strategies to advance the goal of increas-

ing the number of students graduating from high school, to posi-

tion each student to graduate better prepared for their future, and 

to support student success from cradle to career.  
 

A long time educator and most recently Superintendent of the 

Bethel School District in Eugene, Gill has played a vital role in Lane 

County’s education community. In his ten years with the Bethel 

School District, he improved the graduation rates, especially for 

historically underserved students.  

At National Convention in June in Washington, DC, 

two changes to LWV membership were approved.  
 

The first was to change the word "citizens" to "persons" in 

the League's by-laws. This means that a person does not 

have to be a citizen to belong to the League of Women Vot-

ers. The reasons behind this were mainly that if a non-

citizen were interested, we should not discourage them.  

Second, sometimes those people are on their path to citi-

zenship, and League membership would enhance that. 

Third, some non-citizens are parents of citizens, and they 

are anxious to help their children grow up to be informed 

and active participants in the process.  
 

The second change was to lower the age to 16 from 18. 

The original proposal was to eliminate an age requirement 

altogether, and a lot of debate and motions ensued. Age 

16 was the compromise result and assumes that encourag-

ing membership before voting age also works to encour-

age participation in the process. 

Save the date. 

Mark your calendars. 



A date for the 

next Action 

Committee has 

not been set.   

Please contact  

Pat Hocken at  

541-343-1138 or 

jphocken@comcast.net 

if you are interested in 

attending a future 

meeting. Regular 

monthly meetings will 

resume in the fall. All 

League members are 

welcome to participate 

on the committee. 

 ACTION - State of the State   

 by Kappy Eaton, Action Co-chair 

Ballot Access:  

Oregon Excels 

Oregonians have a lead over 

the other 49 states in their 

ability to participate in elec-

tions. Voter registration is 

now automatic with driver 

licensing or identity card 

issuance. The Vote by Mail 

system has led to national 

records in statewide elec-

tions participation. The Sec-

retary of State’s office con-

firms that fraud has not 

been a problem in Oregon 

elections. There is not the 

unconstitutional and per-

verse voter suppression 

here as in at least 18 other 

states where it can be diffi-

cult to register or even find 

your polling place. 
 

Looking across the nation 

as preparations take place 

for late summer Primaries 

(ours is in May), there are 

very different scenarios for 

minor parties and their can-

didates to be 

eligible for 

the Novem-

ber General 

election. 

Petitioning 

to get minor 

party presi-

dential can-

didates on 

some state ballots requires 

lawsuits which are costly 

and often futile. In Oregon, 

presidential candidates for 

the Green, Libertarian and 

Constitutional Parties are 

already on the ballot, with 

final petitions due by Au-

gust 30 for all political par-

ties. Lawsuits are taking 

place in Alaska, Hawaii, 

Missouri, Montana and 

Utah between Republican 

and Democratic parties 

over Primary crossover 

voters. 
 

Two federal lawsuits are 

pending over California’s 

restrictive election laws 

concerning ballot labels. 

Both are in the Ninth Cir-

cuit Court, after failure in 

the U S. District Court. The 

first, Soltysik v. Padilla, 

concerns the California law 

that won’t allow candidates 

to show their party on the 

ballot unless they are 

members of a qualified 

party. They are registered 

“Socialists,” but the law 

requires their ballot label 

to be “Party preference: 

none.” The other case, In-

dependent Party v. Padilla, 

lost when the court upheld 

the action of the Secretary 

of State in refusing to let 
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the Independent Party try to 

get on the ballot. In Califor-

nia, parties qualify by obtain-

ing approximately 60,000 

registered members. Although 

there is at least that number 

of registered members as So-

cialists, the Secretary of State 

refuses to produce the data. 

His reasoning with regard to 

the second case is that there 

would be confusion if a party 

called “Independent” were to 

qualify. In Oregon, the issue 

was settled by calling such 

voters “unaffiliated” rather 

than “independent.” The Inde-

pendent Party of Oregon has 

indicated it would file an 

amicus brief in the Ninth Cir-

cuit Court in support of the 

California Independent Party. 
 

Economic Forecast:  

Mid 2015-17 Report 

 General Fund and Lottery 

Resources up $123.2 million 

from June 30, 2015 estimate 

 Personal Income tax reve-

nue down $11.4 million; no 

kicker implied 

 Corporate tax revenue up 

$32.3; kicker surplus to K-12 

education spending for 2017-

19 

 Projected 2015-17 Ending 

Balance down $62.6 million, 

19.3% 

 Rainy Day Fund projected at 

$180.7 million 

Plan that stabilizes global warming by bringing CO2 levels down to no more than 350 ppm by 2100. 

 

Two other resolutions were adopted. One was that LWVUS is to support restoration of funding for gun violence research 

at the CDC. In keeping with the LWVUS strong positions on gun control, recent statistics from the Centers for Disease 

Control (CDC) showing 33,636 Americans died due to firearms in 2013, and an April 2016 letter from 141 medical or-

ganizations urging Congress to restore funding for gun violence research at the CDC, it was resolved to support and ad-

vocate for such research.  

 

The second was a resolution on Supporting Full Rights for the People of the District of Columbia. It was resolved that the 

League of Women Voters of the United States will make statehood for the people of the District of Columbia a legislative 

priority.  

 

Look for other articles in this Argus about news from national Convention. One more thing to note, however, is the warm 

welcome Oregon League members received in Senate and Congressional offices. Both our senators and our congressman 

are cosponsors of the bills to restore the Voting Rights Act, making our lobbying work pretty easy. Our thanks to them 

again for prioritizing this work. (See VRA article on page 9.) 

President’s column continued 

https://webmail.efn.org/src/compose.php?send_to=jphocken%40comcast.net
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ACTION - Local  

 by Pat Hocken, Action Co-chair 

Lane County's Proposed 

Changes to the  

Initiative Process 

The Lane County Board of Commis-

sioners is considering adopting 

changes to the local initiative process 

that would allow the Board to preemp-

tively block any countywide ballot 

measure that they deem not to be of 

"county concern" before it goes to vot-

ers or to the courts. 

 

The League has urged the commis-

sioners to rethink what it considers an 

ill-advised proposal that could dis-

courage participation in the electoral 

process, dampen voter enthusiasm, 

and circumvent known initiative proc-

esses. The League believes that Com-

missioner action to quash the efforts 

of citizens before the fact would be 

contrary to Oregon's history of direct 

democracy. 

 

Under the current system, courts 

won't evaluate the legality of an initia-

tive measure until county voters have 

approved it and it is challenged. In 

late June, the commissioners directed 

staff to prepare an ordinance to alter 

the system in the interest of saving 

time and the expense of an election 

and court proceedings for a measure 

likely to be thrown out by the courts. 

 

Eugene Seeks Input on Parks 

The City of Eugene is midway through 

a multi-year process to plan the future 

of parks and recreation in Eugene. It is 

seeking citizen input through an on-

line survey at EUGparksandrec.org. 

Eugene Downtown Urban   

Renewal District 

As reported in the June Argus, the 

League had some serious concerns 

about the proposal to extend the life 

of the Eugene Downtown Urban Re-

newal District and to expand its 

boundaries. We opposed the scope of 

the proposal (up to $48 million in 

spending over 30 years) and the lack 

of specificity for the projects that 

would be undertaken. 

 

Noting the criticisms of the League 

and other groups, the Eugene Council 

adopted a much smaller spending 

limit and further defined the uses of 

the additional property tax dollars 

available for spending in the down-

town area. The maximum allowable 

new spending cannot exceed $19.4 

million, allocated among the four pro-

jects as follows: parks and open space 

improvements, up to $5.2 million;  

farmers' market improvements, up to 

$4.0 million; high speed fiber internet 

access, up to $3.0 million; conversion 

of old LCC building to an arts and 

technology incubator, up to $3.0 mil-

lion; and project delivery administra-

tion, up to $4.2 million. 

 

The Council did not refer the revised 

district plan to the voters for approval. 

Citizens have the opportunity until 

mid-July to force a referendum by col-

lecting sufficient signatures. 

 

 

That website also offers detailed infor-

mation about the planning process. In 

addition, residential mail customers 

were recently sent a comprehensive 

12-page report that includes how to 

learn more; the guiding principles 

generated by earlier public input; 

identified needs for maintenance, 

renovation, and capital outlay; a 

primer on funding possibilities; a de-

scription of proposed projects; and a 

summary of the spending from the 

2006 bond measure for park acquisi-

tion. 

 

The four major challenges that have 

been identified are: 

1. Current funding is insufficient to 

care for existing and planned parks, 

trails and amenities  

2. Community centers and pools are 

outdated and too small for current 

and future recreation needs 

3. Parks, pools, and community cen-

ters are not equally distributed 

throughout the city 

4. There are safety concerns in some 

parks, due to illegal activity and van-

dalism. 

 

The League will be following the next 

steps of the planning process and will 

probably provide testimony at some 

point using our local Parklands state-

ment of position. If you have concerns 

or ideas, please share them with the 

League Action committee through Pat 

Hocken and/or complete the City's on-

line survey. 

Greetings Oregon Leaguers, 

 

If you're interested, feel free to participate in this PSU student's sur-

vey and/or share with others. Details here: 

"Students and faculty at Portland State University are conducting a 

study on how Oregonians use and value the Oregon coast and 

ocean, and awareness of coastal and marine management. Results 

from the study will help inform important decisions regarding the 

state's approach to managing the coast and ocean."  

 

Link to survey: https://portlandstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/

SV_6LotDuMfE49QehL?RFR=030006 

 

All the best, 

Sarah Andrews, Office Coordinator 

League of Women Voters of Oregon 

https://portlandstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6LotDuMfE49QehL?RFR=030006
https://portlandstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6LotDuMfE49QehL?RFR=030006


 

about the League’s work and to publi-

cize League events. With Twitter, we 

can post quick, frequent messages. 

These “tweets” may contain photos, 

videos, links and up to 140 characters 

of text. Instagram is a popular photo-

sharing app for smart phones. In par-

ticular, this app will help us reach 

younger people. We hope you will join 

the conversation by opening your own 

Facebook, Twitter and Instagram ac-

counts. After all, that’s what social 

media is all about! 

 

See what people are talking about on 

Facebook by searching for League of 

Women Voters Lane County. Be sure to 

“like” us to receive LWVLC posts. Re-

ceive LWVLC Tweets and Instagram 

posts at @LWVLaneCo.  

It’s simple: to communicate effec-

tively, you have to speak the lan-

guage. You probably won’t be sur-

prised to learn that according to the 

Pew Research Center nearly 90 per-

cent of 18-29 year olds use social me-

dia including Facebook, Twitter and 

Instagram.   

 

More unexpected, however, is that the 

Pew Research Center also reports that 

almost half of people age 65 and 

older and 65 percent of 50-64 year 

olds use social media.    

 

To communicate with that wider audi-

ence, LWVLC has added a Twitter ac-

count and will soon open an  

Instagram account to augment the 

Facebook site we’ve used for some 

time to share information and photos 
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JOIN THE CONVERSATION 

 by Kathy Madison, Public Relations Chair 

Social media is a marvelous communication tool that can open the door to conversations with people from around the 

world. To encourage members to participate in these conversations effectively and safely, LWVLC has adopted social me-

dia user guidelines that include common sense practices for effective and safe communications.  

 

The guidelines advise users to avoid posting personal information that could open the door to someone “phishing” for 

your identity or announcing to the would-be burglars that you’ll be out of town for a few days. The guidelines also ensure 

the integrity of the League’s mission by clearly articulating information that is not permitted such as advocating for or 

against an individual running for elected office as well as content that is obscene or disrespectful. Violators are warned 

that such posts will be removed or hidden from view. 

 

Before you join the social media conversation, take a few minutes to review the LWVLC social media user guidelines below 

or at: http://lwvlc.org/about-the-League/policies-procedures/#8 

LWVLC ADOPTS SOCIAL MEDIA USER GUIDELINES 

Here are links to easy-to-follow instructions on how to sign up:   

 

Facebook: http://www.wikihow.com/Set-up-a-Facebook-Account.  

 

 

 

Twitter: http://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Twitter-Account   

 

 

 

Instagram: http://www.wikihow.com/Create-an-Instagram-Account  

http://www.wikihow.com/Set-up-a-Facebook-Account
http://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Twitter-Account
http://www.wikihow.com/Create-an-Instagram-Account


 

 Attend a training session in early 

September on how to talk about 

ballot measures. (Bonus: You’ll 

view your own ballot with greater 

confidence!) 

 Join with partners to make one or 

more presentations this fall. 

(Presentations run anywhere from 

20 to 60 minutes, and you’ll be 

equipped with info, materials and 

teammates.)  

 

Could you spend an hour or two at a 

community center, retirement com-

munity, school or public event to 

register voters?  Oregon makes vot-

ing easier than most states. But, un-

registered community members still 

have to sign up—or re-register if their 

address or other key factors have 

changed—by October 19. 

 

Itching to help out at a candidate 

forum? We don’t anticipate a fall 

The 2016 presidential election contin-

ues, and the Nov. 8 General Election 

ballot will feature a number of other 

important races—as well as an as-yet-

undetermined number of initiatives, 

referenda and referrals. Making sense 

of such measures can be challenging: 

What’s proposed? Who’s behind it?  

Who will be impacted and how? 

 

The League helps register voters; of-

fers presentations on ballot meas-

ures—background information, and 

pros and cons; and sponsors candi-

date forums. Whew. We’re gearing up 

now for a busy fall…and we need your 

help!  

 

Would you like to learn more about 

the ballot measures on the Novem-

ber ballot and share information 

with others? 

 Help contact and schedule presen-

tations with civic groups, commu-

nity centers, churches and others. 

schedule like our packed spring of fo-

rums but invite your targeted assis-

tance if we end up collaborating in one 

or more events.  

 

Want to help at a Naturalization Cere-

mony on August 12th?  Inspiring.  

 

The late Muhammad Ali said, “Service 

to others is the rent you pay for your 

room here on earth.” Our League’s 

filled with active, giving members. We 

hope you can find an hour, a day or 

more to work with the Voter Service 

team later this summer and in the fall.  

 

To learn about opportunities, please 

contact Rhonda Livesay at  

livesay.lwv@gmail.com  

(phone: 541-228-4373) or  

Keli Osborn,  

kelimosborn+lwvlc@gmail.com  

(phone: 541-302-9384). 
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VOTER SERVICE 

 by Rhonda Livesay & Keli Osborn, Co-Chairs 

Ten years ago in 2006, the League 

board was informed that we had to find 

a new location for our office, which had 

been located on East 14
th
 Avenue for 

17 years. A committee looked at sev-

eral sites that were not suitable and/or 

too expensive. Merle Bottge, League 

Board member, suggested that we ask 

the League Advisory Board members if 

they knew of suitable spaces. We were 

thrilled when Advisory Board member 

Micheal Roberts suggested the Roberts 

building at 88 West 11
th
 Avenue. It met 

our needs as well as those of Friends of 

Buford Park, who had shared our 14
th
 

Street office space. Our office contin-

ues to be convenient and accommo-

dates our activities and is more acces-

sible.  
 

Some history. Prior to 1989 League, all 

League stuff: records, papers, scrap-

books, poster, equipment had been 

stored under members’ beds or wher-

ever. When Board members finished 

their term, out came the boxes that 

were then moved to a new home, 

maybe even into a file cabinet. Finding 

important documents was a challenge: 

(Did we really reach consensus in 1961 

that County Commissioner should be a 

partisan office? Yes, found the data in 

an old dusty consensus report”). 
 

In 1988-89, a group of League leaders 

decided that a League office would be 

more convenient, professional and pro-

vide improved visibility. A group of 

dedicated League members raised 

money to obtain and equip an office 

that would get all the stuff out of mem-

bers’ homes and into a real office with 

file cabinets, a board meeting space, 

and a desk that a volunteer would staff 

on regular hours. A plaque on our cur-

rent meeting room lists the contribu-

tors and leaders who were instrumental 

in establishing LWVLC’s first office.  
 

Our next major challenge is to equip 

the office and educate volunteer staff 

and members on how to use computer 

storage for important records, transac-

tions and social media to reach poten-

tial members and supporters.  

“NEW OFFICE” IS 10 YEARS OLD 

 by Janet Calvert, Finance Chair 

Opening LWVLC office on East  14th in 1989 - 

Annabel Kitzhaber, Mary Ann Rombach,  

Sue Girardeau, and Sharon Posner. 

Not pictured is Dixie Mauer-Clemens, who 

was instrumental in setting up the new office. 

mailto:livesay.lwv@gmail.com
mailto:kelimosborn+lwvlc@gmail.com
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REPORT FROM A NEWBIE 

 by Betty-Coe de Broekert, Membership Chair 

Meet at the Columbia River 

LWV Oregon and LWV Washington 

Joint Council 2016 

 

This report is from the perspective of 

a member new to LWV Council meet-

ings.  

 

The title, Meet at the Columbia River, 

became more of a rallying cry for the 

Council than may have been originally 

intended. As the combined and sepa-

rate Councils discussed priorities and 

positions, many focused on the com-

monalities of the two states centered 

on our shared river. And one from 

Idaho stated Idaho shared similar con-

cerns. Some concerns were transporta-

tion, tribal issues (Columbia River 

Trust), racism, gun violence preven-

tion, education, environment (think 

recent oil spill at Mosier), law enforce-

ment accountability, economy, gov-

ernment, climate change and certainly 

new member recruitment and develop-

ment. 

 

As a Council ‘newbie,’ I concur with 

President Lynch’s assessment that 

combining the Oregon and Washing-

ton Councils on the even (program) 

First Timer Orientation – Learn 

about Council and Convention 

Although somewhat informative, this 

session should have been a little 

longer and perhaps co-led by a repre-

sentative from each state League. 

 

Workshops 1 and 2 “How to 

Build Teamwork in Your League” 

The sessions were informative and a 

refresher in groups forming, decision-

making, group process, communicat-

ing, listening, conflicts, and motiva-

tions.  

 

Because of my interest in membership 

recruitment, retention and recogni-

tion, I followed reports and informa-

tion pertaining to Membership Leader-

ship Development. I also took advan-

tage of my ‘newbie-ness’ to ask every 

attendee, especially younger appear-

ing attendees, three questions: 
 

 Why had they joined the League? 
 

 How long had they been a member? 
 

 What kept them an active Leaguer? 
 

I believe the answers will help to in-

form the LWVLC Membership Commit-

tee activities and direction. 

years is an excellent idea. I believe 

each state Leaguer learned from the 

members from the other state’s 

League. 

 

The sessions I attended included: 
 

Friday evening dinner and play - 

Cottonwood in the Flood 

The play was about an African Ameri-

can family moving from Oklahoma to 

Vanport, Oregon for jobs and  a better 

life working in the WWII shipyards and 

related jobs. The focus was on the 

barriers and challenges families of 

color and different cultural heritage 

met in the days of the Kaiser Ship-

yards. Images that came to mind were 

Rosie the Riveter, racism, discrimina-

tion, women transitioning from home-

maker to wage earner. The Cotton-

wood reference was to atrocities Afri-

can Americans suffered in the South. 

The play was a reflective time for me 

because the Vanport flood on Memo-

rial Day 1948 caused some of the 

members of my high school graduat-

ing class to not be able to attend. 

Many still believe there were more 

lives lost in the flood than ever offi-

cially reported. 

Oregon delegation at the LWVUS Convention 



The LWVUS Convention was everything 

it promised to be and what other 

Leaguers had told me about. Into 

classrooms by 7:15 am, the plenary 

sessions during the day with spirited 

debate, by nightfall all I wanted to do 

was to fall in bed. It was wonderful!  

 

At the Convention we heard from sev-

eral wonderful speakers. 

 

Jennifer Lawless 

spoke on women 

in politics. She 

serves as the cur-

rent director of 

the Women & Poli-

tics Institute and 

wrote Running 

from Office, 

Women on the 

Run. She surveyed over 4000 young 

women less than 25 years of age in 

preparation of the book. Her research 

found these young people are not in-

terested in running for office and 

most do not even discuss politics 

within their community of friends. She 

found many young people who might 

be interested in discussing politics 

fear alienation of their friends. Afraid 

their views will not be accepted by 

their peer group, friendships and com-

munity, young people shy away from 

having the discussion. 

 

Most believe politics is confronta-

tional, politicians are horrible, selfish 

people. Most feel if you want to get 

something accomplished, going into 

politics is not the way to do it. How-

ever, they want to see change. Young 

people seem to work in groups. They 

post their issue on social media and 

attempt to garner enough interest and 

support to make the change they wish 

to see. So they are involved with is-

sues, just not politics. Young African-

Americans and Latinos seem to be 

more involved when inspired by a 

leader in their respective community, 

such as President Obama. 

 

Amanda Taub, previously a senior 

correspondent of Vox, has written on 

American authoritarianism. Authori-

tarianism is a type of behavior that 

craves order, wants to maintain social 

control, distrusts and targets groups 

Peter Overby of NPR 

discussed money in 

politics. I am happy 

to say that we knew 

about it all after our 

Money in Politics 

Study! 

 

 

 

I went to a criminal 

justice class by  

Jennifer Levy-

Tatum that was 

very interesting. 

The American 

criminal justice 

systems holds 

more than 2.3 mil-

lion people in 

1,719 state pris-

ons, 102 federal prisons, 2,259 juve-

nile correctional facilities, 3,283 local 

jails and 79 Indian Country jails as 

well as military prison, detention facili-

ties and more. 

 

One main point was that the US does 

not have a coordinated system of 

laws. There are federal laws, state 

laws, county laws and city laws. Our 

speaker felt that there was a need to 

have a more unified legal code so that 

people knew that laws in one state are 

the same in another. 

 

Among the many disadvantaged peo-

ple in jails, the largest group by far is 

people with mental illness. Jails have 

filled the vacuum created by shutter-

ing state psychiatric hospitals. The 

Vera Institute of Justice research 

shows that 47% of jail inmates have 

not graduated from high school or 

passed a GED. 

 

Many more depressing facts were 

passed along from Ms. Levy-Tatum. 

She handed out a book of various arti-

cles. I will scan and place it on the 

website for all those interested. 

 

On Saturday morning, I attended a 

workshop called “Making Twitter Work 

for your League.” Thank goodness 

there were multiple handouts because 

I am still saying “Whaaaaaaat?” There 

was a major push throughout the Con-

(Continued on page 9) 

considered out-

side the norm 

and does not 

want the social 

order changed. 

 

These people 

tend to value or-

der and authority. 

They want people 

to have a respect for elders, be obedi-

ent, have good manners and be well 

behaved. 

 

Republicans are more authoritarian 

than Democrats. They prefer military 

force to diplomacy. The terrorists, ISIS 

and Iran are threatening to them so 

they would prefer targeted profiling, 

would agree to national ID cards and 

limiting civil liberties to combat terror-

ism. 

 

Ms. Taub told the Convention that she 

feels the best way to combat this trend 

is empathy. Ask people when they felt 

that they were discriminated against 

and start a conversation. 

 

Joe Goldman from 

the Democracy Fund 

spoke about taking 

our republic back. 

He urged the group 

to think of ways at 

the state level to 

counter the effects 

of Citizens United.  

 

He feels we must find new ways to en-

gage voters who feel that no matter 

who is in office they lose, their issues 

are not being addressed. We must find 

ways to engage citizens in their own 

government. He cited a town that de-

veloped Citizens Summits. The Citizens 

Summit would be given part of the city 

budget to decide how the money would 

be spent. They then were invested in 

the decision and direction of their gov-

ernment.  

 

He suggested that we mount opposi-

tion to TV and radio stations that run 

ads or allow statements that are not 

true. He said fact checking does work! 

He admonished the LWV to promote 

positive discourse across party lines. 

 

NOTES FROM LWVUS CONVENTION  

Rhonda Livesay, Voter Service Co-chair 
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"concerns" of the court about Section 

5. The added concern this year is 

that 2016 is the first presidential 

election in 50 years without the pro-

tections of the Voting Rights Act. The 

keynote speaker at national Conven-

tion was Ari Berman, author of Give 

us the Ballot:  the Modern Struggle 

for Voting Rights in America. Mr. Ber-

man detailed some of the many re-

strictions states and counties have 

enacted or tried to enact since the 

Shelby decision. Over 180 restric-

tions in 41 states have been intro-

duced, with 19 states enacting such 

restrictions or burdensome require-

ments. These include cutting back on 

voting hours, cutting back on the 

number of polling places, purging 

voter rolls, requiring strict forms of 

government-issued identification, 

restricting early voting or absentee 

voting. (In Texas, of course, a gun 

This June marked the three year anni-

versary of the Shelby County v. 

Holder Supreme Court decision which 

gutted the essence of the Voting 

Rights Act of 1965. This was accom-

plished by declaring unconstitutional 

Section 5, Preclearance, of the Act. 

This section required jurisdictions in 

some states to pre-clear any changes 

to election laws or voting procedures 

through the U.S. Department of Jus-

tice or the Federal District Court of 

the District of Columbia. A formula 

described which jurisdictions were 

required to get Preclearance, and the 

Court held that the formula was un-

constitutional because there was no 

longer a pattern of discriminatory 

practices.  

 

LWVUS is a partner in a coalition to 

restore the Voting Rights Act. Two 

measures have been introduced in 

the Congress to address the 

license meets the ID requirement, but 

college student ID does not.) 

 

Berman's conclusion and message is that 

democracy is better when more people 

participate, and it is fundamentally im-

moral to try to win an election by keeping 

people from voting.   

 

It is true that in Oregon we assume every-

one can vote and we automatically regis-

ter voting age people when they get or 

renew a driver's license. We have on-line 

registration. Oregon is not perfect, how-

ever. For example, we do not have same-

day registration; we require voters to reg-

ister 21 days before an election. Registra-

tion deadlines are a barrier to first time 

voters, voters who receive less informa-

tion about voting or are less knowledge-

able about voting processes and may not 

be engaged soon enough to meet dead-

lines. #FixTheVRA.  

WHY IS THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT OF 

1965 SO IMPORTANT IN 2016?  

by Linda Lynch, President 

voices. The membership demanded a 

workshop to discuss why this loss 

happened, especially in this market 

environment. After the workshop, it is 

evident why the majority of the board 

of directors was removed and replaced 

this year. The new board has already 

implemented an audit committee with 

board and off board members. They 

indicated that they would communi-

cate to the membership what steps 

are being taken to prevent this in the 

future. 

 

vention on social media. It is obvious 

that the national League has accepted 

that technology will lead the organiza-

tion into the future. Our League has 

started, and we need to continue to 

improve. (See page 9.) 

 

On Sunday morning, I attended the 

budget meeting. When the financial 

statements were presented during the 

plenary session, there was an 

$800,000 loss in investment funds. 

This caused a cacophony of distressed 

(Continued from page 8) The bottom line was that the financial 

advisor had been a long time advisor, 

and the accounts were not being re-

viewed from a critical viewpoint. It cer-

tainly made me appreciate our audit 

committee, but also made me question 

our investments. I am not aware of 

where they are. I need to ask more 

questions, which is exactly what the 

national board failed to do. 
 

It was a wonderful experience, and I am 

grateful to our League members whose 

funds allowed me to participate in such 

memorable event. 

Page 9 



336 West 11th Ave., Suite 1 

Eugene, OR 97401 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS LANE COUNTY 

 

Page 10 

Caption describing picture 

or graphic. 

Membership Form 

League of Women Voters of Lane County  

As a member of the League, 

you will receive the monthly 
newsletter from LWVLC 
(Argus), which has informa-

tion about our monthly and 
unit meetings, and the      

quarterly newsletter from the 
Oregon League (Voter).  
 

Mail the form and check    
payable to LWVLC to:  

LWVLC                                  
338 West 11th Ave, Suite 101 

Eugene, OR 97401  

Individual $65  

Household (Two people at the same address) $97.50  

Student $20  

Individual after February 1st $32  

   

Name   

   

Address   

   

 Phone  

   

 Email (for League use only)  

Please give this      

to a friend Thanks to our       

2015-16 Directory        

Advertisers  

 

Lane Forest Products 

Baker Bay Bead Co. 

Eugene Hotel Retirement 

Aayres Appliance Repair 

Dot Dotson’s 

Eugene’s Flower Home 

Long's Meat Market  

Olympic Landscape 

Studio d  Hair Salon 

Unique Properties  

Our Mission                                                                         
The League of  Women Voters, a  

nonpartisan political organization, 
encourages the informed and active  

participation in government,    
works to increase understanding of 

major public policy issues, and   
influences public policy through 

education and advocacy.  

 

 

JULY 

No Action Committee until September 

20, 9:30 am - Board Retreat 

AUGUST 

9, 2:30 pm - Membership meeting, League office 

12, 10:30 am - Naturalization Ceremony in Morse Courthouse  

                        (see contacts at Voter Service page 6) 

12, 2 pm - Voter Service, League office 

17, 1:30 pm - Board meeting, League office 

19,  Midnight - September Argus deadline 

30, 2:30 pm - Membership meeting, League office 

 

 

 

CALENDAR 

The League office summer hours 

June through August 

Monday and Thursday 

11am - 1:30 pm 

 

For the latest information about 

League events, meetings,       

positions and the ARGUS,      

visit our website lwvlc.org 
http://lwvlc.org/get-involved/donate/ 

 


