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Argus 
League of Women Voters of Lane County Newsletter 

Fall Kickoff Luncheon  

Thursday  September 12, 2019  

Valley River Inn 
 

Please note that this is the second Thursday of the month.  

 

Doors open at 11 am - buffet served at 11:30 am 

Open to the public - reservations are required  

call 541-343-7917 or League@lwvlc.org 
 

Buffet lunch is available for $18 

Beverage only $5 

Admission is free 

The State of Oregon is the exemplar to show the results of 100 years 

(almost) of woman suffrage, with a cadre of women leaders. The League 

in Lane County is excited to begin the coming year's work by learning 

from Chief Justice Martha Walters. 

 

The Chief Justice of the Oregon Supreme Court is chosen by the justices 

themselves to serve a six-year term. Martha Walters was selected July 1, 

2018, by her fellow justices to be the 44th Chief Justice of Oregon, be-

coming the first woman to preside over the state's highest court. She has 

been on the Court since October 2006. Prior to joining the court, Justice 

Walters practiced law in Eugene for nearly 30 years, with an emphasis on 

employment law and civil litigation, as well as a general civil practice.  

 

Chief Justice Walters has been a member of the Oregon State Bar since 

1977. In the course of her career she has been active in local, state and 

national professional associations, from serving as President of the Lane 

County Bar Association in 1992-93 to President of the National Confer-

ence on Uniform State Laws from 2007-2009. She also writes professional 

articles on the law, including a 2002 article that she co-authored for the 

Brandeis Law Journal -- "When the Only Way to Equal Is to Acknowl-

edge the Difference, PGA Tour, Inc. v. Martin." In that case, Casey   

Martin, a professional golfer from Eugene who is now the head golf coach at the University of Oregon, suc-

cessfully sued the PGA Tour in 2001 for the right to use a golf cart during competition under the provisions 

of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

 

Chief Walters will be addressing how the court works to achieve its mission to provide fair and accessible 

justice services when courts are overburdened and there is insufficient funding in all parts of the justice 

system. She will also share any lessons learned or stories to tell from her role as the first woman Chief    

Justice of Oregon. 

Linda Lynch 

FALL KICKOFF LUNCHEON 

PLEASE NOTE - If you know you will be attending, please notify us whether you will be lunching, just want a  

beverage or neither but want to attend. This helps the staff set up the room to better accommodate our needs.  

https://www.registerguard.com/news/20190706/oregons-first-female-supreme-court-chief-reflects-on-her-first-year
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Articles and books on Diversity, Equity and Inclu-

sion (DEI) are full of buzzwords and acronyms that 

can feel like puzzles as we attempt to deepen our 

knowledge. Some terms may be used differently in 

different spaces, while others can be so similar in 

meaning it can sometimes be difficult to know 

what term to use and when.  

 
 

The League of Women Voters of the United States (LWVUS) seeks to establish a 

common language and understanding of the words we use in the League.  

Some examples: 

 

Inclusion 

Authentically brings traditionally excluded individuals and/or groups into proc-

esses, activities and decision/policy making. 

Source: W.K. Kellogg Foundation; Crossroads Charlotte Individual Initiative Score-

card for Organizations Scorecard Overview, revised 3/12/07 

 

Privilege 

Unearned social power accorded by the formal and informal institutions of society 

to ALL members of a dominant group. Is usually invisible to those who have it be-

cause we’re taught not to see it, but nevertheless it puts them at an advantage 

over those who do not have it.  

Source: Racial Equity Tools; Colors of Resistance Archive Accessed June 28, 2013.  

 

White Supremacy 

A historically based, institutionally perpetuated system of exploitation and oppres-

sion of continents, nations and peoples of color by white peoples and nations of 

the European continent; for the purpose of maintaining and defending a system of 

wealth, power and privilege. 

Source: Racial Equity Tools; Transforming White Privilege: A 21st Century Leader-

ship Capacity, CAPD, MP Associates, World Trust Educational Services, 2012. 

You can find the glossary at:  

https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2019-04/march_2019_guidance.pdf 

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) Glossary 

Development 

Persons who like to solve problems, imagine possibili-

ties, and find and deploy resources (including money) 

in the work of the League of Women Voters.  

Please contact one of the Board members!  

Mentoring available.  

We need you. 

NEW League of Women Voters of Oregon  

(LWVOR) study,  

Pesticides and Other Biocides in Oregon,  

is recruiting volunteers and committee members. 

Volunteers will learn about the diverse pesticides and 

other biocides used to control unwanted pests. This 

study will allow the LWVOR to develop detailed posi-

tions on the use of pesticides and other biocides and 

will help us prepare better testimony. All levels of 

expertise and all different perspectives are necessary 

for a successful study. Please contact 

a.nestler@lwvor.org to learn more and volunteer. 

https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2019-04/march_2019_guidance.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n8dHUD0QGU7mHOtjy7aA-pbsaezOkQ8iNJQ-Cfef054/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:a.nestler@lwvor.org


What have we been up to in Action Land? 

 

In August, we hosted Sara Wolk from the Equal Vote 

Coalition (www.equal.vote), the organization behind 

STAR voting, a new system that would allow voters to 

rank all candidates in each race. The group seeks to 

place STAR voting on the ballots in 2020 for Eugene 

and Lane County nonpartisan seats.  

 

Some readers may have been around for the League 

discussion about STAR in 2018. You can learn more 

about the proposal by going to the Equal Vote web-

site. Watch this space, too, as League members again 

assess how STAR meets a number of criteria—from 

increasing voter participation and encouraging sin-

cere voting to providing a reasonable range of voter 

choices and encouraging competitive elections. 

 

We’ve also begun talking about the November ballot 

measures Lane County voters will see:  cap on 

Eugene’s payroll tax for community safety; proposed 

Coburg gas tax increase; and possibly more to be 

filed before the Lane County Elections deadline. The 

measures also will be part of the October Everymem-

ber materials and unit discussions. 

 

On the climate front, we were glad to hear from allies 

with 350Eugene about interest in a Lane County    

Climate Action Plan (CAP). LWVLC has added its sup-

port by asking the Lane County Board of Commission-

ers to consider this work. Why is this a good idea? 

Failure to plan for the effects of climate change and 

to reduce impacts where possible leaves county gov-

ernment and all Lane County residents even more vul-

nerable to significant economic, social and environ-

mental challenges.  

 

And not to forget redistricting! The 2020 Census is 

coming, to be followed in 2021 by redistricting at 

every level of government. The League believes that 

Congressional districts and government legislative 

bodies at all levels should be apportioned substan-

tially on population with transparent and accountable 

processes, independent commissions and no racial or 

partisan gerrymandering. We’re committed to helping 

assure that all votes are equal. An LWVLC work team 

is deep in the redistricting issue, focusing for now on 

Lane County and then our cities. If you’re interested, 

please contact Paula Grisafi, paligri1@gmail.com. 
 

Join us at the Action Committee, in person  

or as a liaison.  

Keli Osborn, Action Chair action@lwvlc.org 
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ACTION and ADVOCACY  

Action Committee Meeting 

September 4, 

October 2, 

November 6 (day after special election) 

9:30 am 

LWVLC office 

Remind the people in your life to register to vote or to update registrations if they’ve 

moved or made other changes affecting voting status. 

 

According to Nonprofit Vote, voters are more likely than non-voters to volunteer, stay informed 

about local affairs, and contribute to their neighborhood’s social capital. Voting is associated 

with active citizenship, social connections, personal agency, better health outcomes, reduced 

unemployment, and lower recidivism rates. Maybe that’s another reason the League of Women 

Voters is dedicated to ensuring that our elections remain free, fair and accessible. 

https://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2014/07/benefits-voting-benefits-voters-factsheet-en.pdf/ 

Keli Osborn 

September 24 is  

National Voter Registration Day 

http://www.equal.vote
mailto:paligri1@gmail.com
mailto:action@lwvlc.org
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2014/07/benefits-voting-benefits-voters-factsheet-en.pdf/
https://world.350.org/eugene
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To be informed voters we need to find sources of in-

formation about our candidates and ballot initiatives 

that we will be asked to decide upon. Besides League 

forums and the ballot information that is mailed to 

voters before elections there are other places we can 

go for accurate information. 

 

Here are two web sites that are helpful in getting such 

information. One is www.vote411.org which is a web-

site launched by the LWV Voters Education Fund in 

October of 2006. It provides practical information like 

polling place locations, registration deadlines and 

election dates as well as nonpartisan factual informa-

tion about candidates that is national as well as state-

specific. It also provides a phone number where you 

can report election-day problems. 

 

The second site is the home page for the Oregon Sec-

retary of State https://sos.oregon.gov/Pages/

index.aspx. Here you can register to vote and get 

voter information about election dates and deadlines 

as well as other information and archival records. 

 

There are other useful sites like Vote Smart, Rock the 

Vote and HeadCount that have good voter informa-

tion as well. So stay well informed because to be 

knowledgeable about the issues and positions of your 

candidates and to make thoughtful and educated de-

cisions about ballot questions is one of the best ways 

to protect our democracy and influence platforms to 

reflect your interests. 

Paula Grisafi, Voter Service Chair  

voterservice@lwvlc.org. 

 HOW TO BE AN INFORMED VOTER 

Voter Service 

Committee Meeting 

September 10, 2 pm 

League Office  

GUN SAFETY UPDATE  

Once again the United States has 

experienced a mass shooting, in 

this instance there were two mass 

shootings hours apart, first in El 

Paso and then in Dayton. Once 

again the shootings have been fol-

lowed by loud rumblings of imma-

nent action both in the Executive 

and to a lesser degree in the Sen-

ate, and once again the rumblings 

of action are fading as the news 

cycle moves on.  

 

Even though the Parkland High 

School shooting survivors aren’t as 

visible as a year ago they continue 

active and involved. A recent article 

in NPR highlighted the new gun 

safety plan designed by March for 

Our Lives and available on their 

website. Peace Plan for a 

Safer America has as its goal to 

cut in half the rate of gun deaths in 

ten years. The six-point plan calls 

for a comprehensive federal re-

sponse, naming a Director of Gun 

Violence Prevention, raising the 

standards for gun ownership, gun 

lobby/industry accountability, and 

generating community-based solu-

tions. The first five points aren’t 

new.  

 

Neither is proposing automatic 

voter registration and mailing voter 

registration cards on turning eight-

een in the sixth point new. Yet 

what comes next is not only new 

but a potential gem: create the 

“Safety Corps,” a Peace Corps for 

gun violence prevention. Unques-

tionably the Peace Corps changed 

countless young lives and put 

many of them on a different life 

trajectory. Might a Safety Corps 

have a similar impact? Hopefully we 

won’t rush past that idea: A Peace 

Corps for Gun Violence Prevention.  
 

Donna Michel 

VOTE411 

https://sos.oregon.gov/Pages/index.aspx
https://sos.oregon.gov/Pages/index.aspx
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WHAT WOULD YOU WRITE? 

The legislation known as the Stu-

dent Success Act passed the Legis-

lature earlier this year to provide 

an additional $2 billion per bien-

nium for public schools through a 

corporate activities tax. Details of 

that tax are available on the Ore-

gon Legislature's website, but the 

measure is the result of 18 months 

of work by the Joint Legislative 

Committee on Student Success, the 

work by a coalition of education 

advocates, and the leadership of 

State Representative Nancy Nathan-

son, Chair of the House Committee 

on Revenue.  

 

The funds raised will first be di-

vided among three categories: 20 

percent to early learning programs; 

30 percent to fund state wide ini-

tiatives, such as school meals, eq-

uity initiatives, full funding for Bal-

lot Measure 98, with funds admin-

istered by the Oregon Department 

of Education. The other 50 percent 

is the Student Investment Account 

which will be allocated by formula 

to individual school districts. Begin-

ning July 1, 2020, Eugene public 

schools will receive $13.5 million 

annually, Springfield $9 million, 

Bethel $4.6 million and South Lane 

$2.3 million. 

This is the part you need to 

know about. The legislation re-

quires community input. The two 

stated purposes for the funds dis-

tributed under this account are: 

1. Meet students/ mental or behav-

ior health needs, and 

2. Increase academic achievement 

for students, including reducing 

academic disparities for 

 economically disadvantaged 

students; 

 students from racial or ethnic 

groups that have historically  

experienced academic disparities; 

 students with disabilities; 

 students who are English      

language learners; 

 students who are foster       

children; 

 students who are homeless;  

 and any other student groups 

that have historically experienced 

academic disparities. 

Allowable uses include expanding 

instructional time, addressing stu-

dent health and safety, reducing 

class size and caseloads, broaden-

ing curricular options, and other 

program support. The question for 

residents in individual school dis-

tricts is, how do you think these 

funds should be spent? You need 

to tell your school district prior to 

November 1.  

 

While scoring these additional 

funds is undoubtedly the most 

positive story in funding public 

education in Oregon since the dis-

aster of Ballot Measure 5 in 1990, 

Representative Nancy Nathanson 

recently pointed out that this reve-

nue remains about half what would 

have been received if not for that 

ballot measure in 1990.  

 

Representatives from local 

school districts will be avail-

able at the Membership 

Luncheon September 12 for 

you to provide your own 

thoughts about how these 

funds should or should not be 

spent. So come early to visit 

friends and to be engaged! 

Linda Lynch 

If you had the opportunity to write an essay on 

Women and the Vote, what would you write about?  

 Women’s 72-year struggle to win the vote?  

 The influence of women’s vote today?  

 Or would you compare denying women the vote to 

efforts today to block minorities from voting? 

 

Those are just some of the  

angles high school students 

might take when they enter 

LWVLC’s “Women and the Vote” 

Essay Contest. The event is one 

of several ways LWVLC is cele-

brating the 100
th
 anniversaries of 

the League of Women Voters and 

the passage of the 19
th
 Amend-

ment giving women the vote. The contest also pro-

vides LWVLC the opportunity to connect with young 

people and encourage them to be informed voters. 

Lane County students in Grades 9-12 are eligible to 

enter. The students who write the top three essays 

will win cash awards of $300, $200, and $100. The 

contest opens Oct. 1, 2019 and closes March 1, 2020. 

Coming soon on the LWVLC website will be the com-

plete rules and regulations, judging criteria and other 

information. 

 
 

Kathy Madison 1540katmad@gmail.com  

Not eligible to enter the contest?  

Participate in these ways: 

 Encourage high school students in your life 

to enter 

 Ask teachers you know to publicize the  

contest 

 Volunteer to help manage the entries 

 Nominate someone or yourself to be a judge 

STUDENT SUCCESS ACT - DISTRICTS WANT YOUR INPUT 

mailto:1540katmad@gmail.com
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Dear League Members, 

 

In June, the Supreme Court ruled that partisan gerrymandering is a political question because no fair test 

exists for courts to determine when partisan gerrymandering has gone too far. That means all federal 

courts will be hands-off even when redistricting intentionally decreases the voting power of voters based on 

their political party. 

 

Because redistricting has long been a priority issue of the League, and a signature part of our Campaign for 

Making Democracy work, we cannot sit back and wait for the court to change. We do not have to rely on the 

Supreme Court to solve partisan gerrymandering. There are other paths to creating fair maps nationwide – 

and the League of Women Voters is the best organization positioned to accomplish this.  

 

We are launching a 50-state + DC campaign called the People Powered Fair Maps Campaign.  

All members are invited to tune into our town hall on Wednesday, September 4th at 6pm ET / 3pm PT.  

 

The national board has authorized half a million dollars to launch this campaign, and every state League 

will receive some of that funding through grants. This work will look different in each state, and the cam-

paign will be unveiled to all members on a tele town hall on September 4th at 6pm ET / 3pm PT.  

Members are encouraged to register NOW for this League-wide announcement.  

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/9102504223989902859  

A recording of the town hall will be made available for members who are unable to attend on September 

4th.  

 

Thank you for your commitment to the League and all of the work you do to empower voters and defend 

democracy.  

 

 

 

Chris Carson 
LWVUS President 

REDISTRICTING AND PARTISAN GERRYMANDERING 

Remember you can now renew your membership and make contributions on line at http://lwvlc.org/  

 

If you prefer to renew by mail, you can download a dues renewal form from the lwvlc.org website or  

call the League office (541-343-7917) to get a renewal form sent to you. 

 

Make your check payable to LWVLC and mail to: 

338 W 11th Ave. Suite 101, Eugene, OR 97401 

 

LWVLC is now a 501(c)(3)  organization, which means your dues are tax deductible. 

 

Gary Harmon, Treasurer 

 

HAVE YOU RENEWED? 
 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/9102504223989902859
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/9102504223989902859
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/9102504223989902859
http://lwvlc.org/
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LOST OUR LEASE!!! 

Know of any office space?  

The municipal court needs more space. 

So don’t panic… yet. We have until June to find a new office.  

We’d like about 400 sq. ft., with accessibility for those with mobility issues,  

some parking and cheap rent. 

Landlords get a property tax break for renting to a 501(c)(3) organization.  

Ideas? Get in touch with Linda Ferdowsian - lferdowsian@yahoo.com or 

Charlcie Kaylor - charlciek@gmail.com   

Actors Nancy O’Kief, Zepha Wright,  

Mary Keating, Thomas Weaver 

WOMEN’S EQUALITY DAY TEA  

Leah Murray, SMJ House Executive Director 

Charlcie (The Hat) Kaylor 

Becky Gladstone - LWVOR President 

Presenting Nancie Fadeley’s skit on Oregon suffragists’  

early attempt to vote.  



Thanks to our       

2018-19 Directory        

Advertisers  

 

Lane Forest Products 

Baker Bay Bead Company 

Christine Dambach,                

Farmers Insurance 

 

Eugene Hotel Retirement 

Unique Properties  

Aayres Appliance Repair 

Ambrosia 

Bel Ami 

Coburg Road Car Wash 

Dot Dotson’s 

Eugene’s Flower Home 

Long's Meat Market  

Mighty Mow 

Platinum Packaging 

Studio d  Hair Salon 

338 West 11th Ave., Suite 101, Eugene, OR 97401  541-343-7917 

For the latest information visit our website  http://lwvlc.org/ 

http://lwvlc.org/get-involved/donate/ 

CALENDAR 

(For more information see page reference.) 

 

SEPTEMBER 

 

4 - 9:30 am, Action Committee (page 3) 

4 - 3 pm, People Powered Fair Maps Campaign (page 6) 

10 - 2 pm, Voter Service (page 4) 

12 - FALL KICKOFF LUNCHEON (page 1) 

12 - 1 pm, Membership Committee - Valley River Inn 

(Spend a few minutes immediately following the luncheon to meet with the Membership  

Committee to learn more about our plans, activities, and how you might get involved.) 

18 - 1:30 pm - LWVLC Board meeting - League office 

20 - Midnight - Argus submission deadline 

24 - National Voter Registration Day (page 3) 

LWVLC Office Hours 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

(except holidays) 

11 am - 1:30 pm 

http://lwvlc.org/get-involved/donate/

