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ARGUS
THE NUMBER MATTERS
by Linda Lynch, LWVLC President
Our lives
are filled
with numbers.
Phone
numbers, addresses, number of steps walked today,
number of days until vacation, prices, rates, time of
day, temperature, day of the
month, number of Facebook
likes, minutes until the
cookies are ready, and so
many more. But after a few
months as president, I can
tell you the first question I
am asked about our League
is how many members do
we have? People are always
impressed when I say “about
200.”

The number matters because each membership has
a multiplier effect. Members
belong to all three levels of
the League—local, state and
national. If I say “200,” that
becomes part of the LWV of
Oregon and also part of the
LWV of the United States.

There is power in the number. Our League is part of a
network of more than 800
state and local Leagues, in
all 50 states as well as the
District of Columbia, the
Virgin Islands, and Hong
Kong. (Really, that is from
the National League website.) Members of course
are the League’s most valuable asset. They give the
The number matters. GovLeague clout, visibility and
ernment officials, for examcredibility. A growing, thrivple, want to know the size of ing membership enables the
our constituency. Everyone
organization to succeed in
wants to know how seriously accomplishing its goals and
we should be taken, how big fulfilling its mission.
is our network.

FALL LUNCHEON
September 24
Valley River Inn
To reserve your seat at
this important presentation and/or to request a
ride, call the League
office at 541-343-7917.
Admission is free and
open to the public.
Lunch is $16.
Coffee only is $3.
Doors open at 11 a.m.
The program begins
at noon.

We of course have an ambitious agenda. Plus, we know
that Oregon has extra political races on next year’s ballot to fill out the terms of
governor and Secretary of
State. I know this is the time
of year that leaders of nonprofit organizations across
America are wondering how
the tasks outlined in their
work plans will ever be accomplished. Like everyone,
we have lots to do and can
use your help. But all members are encouraged to participate at their own comfort
level. We hope you will read
the Argus, stay up to date
on issues, maybe help us
with one or two things in a
year (host a table, be a
greeter, register voters for
two hours, attend our fabulous Third Thursday
lunches).
This is the time of year we

make a special effort to invite
others to join us. We have this
great fall membership luncheon
planned for September 24 (Valley
River Inn; don't forget to RSVP!).
Look at your date books. Look at
your holiday card list. Whom do
you know who would want to join
us? Invite them!
You shouldn't think your League
board has some unrealistic goal
to increase our membership. You
probably know that “about 200”
is an accurate description of our
numbers, even if the truth is a
few less. But wouldn't it be great
if I could answer that first question by saying “over 200”?
Most importantly, we need you
with us. Your membership alone
is an important contribution.
League leaders need to know that
enough people are standing behind them when they step to the
podium or write that letter to the
editor. The number matters!

Secretary of State Jeanne Atkins to
Address Voters’ Rights at Fall Luncheon
“Oregon: things look different here” – once the state’s tourism slogan – could be reprised to reflect the state’s current attitude toward voters’ rights.
While legislatures in 41 other states introduced 176 bills to restrict
voting and voter registrations since 2011, Oregon’s lawmakers
just passed a bill creating a system to ease registration and encourage more people to vote. The Motor Voter Law will automatically register people to vote when they obtain or renew their
driver’s license. But the new law is not without concerns about
potential voter fraud.
Oregon’s new Secretary of State Jeanne Atkins is responsible for
implementing new law. She will discuss her efforts to protect free and open elections in her
speech, “Civic Literacy: Engaging and Inspiring Oregonians to Participate.”
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Units
LWV of Lane County
Board & Off Board
Roster 2015-16
President
LINDA LYNCH
Secretary
JEANNE TAYLOR

- Flo Alvergue, Chair

Our monthly unit discussions will begin again in October. Briefings will be in the Sloat
Room at the Atrium, and the dates have been confirmed for 2015-16 on the first Tuesday of each month at 3 pm. One exception is March, when there will be no Briefing as its
"Unit Choice" month.
If there are changes in any unit such as a new host or coordinator, please notify me as
the October Argus will print an updated list. Our Springfield unit will continue to meet
on Tuesday of units’ week at the Chamber of Commerce at noon at the historic Springfield Depot. Recently Linda Lynch, Rhonda Livesay, and I had the pleasure of meeting the
new CEO, Vonnie Mikkelson, of the Springfield Chamber.

Treasurer & Office Mgr.
PHYLLIS LOOBEY
Action
KAPPY EATON &
PAT HOCKEN
Argus Editor
CHARLCIE KAYLOR
Finance
JANET CALVERT
Historian
GAYLE DOWNING
Nominations
SALLY WESTON
Membership
ANNE BEST &
KATHY MERWIN-GONZALES
Program
LINDA FERDOWSIAN &
SUSAN TAVAKOLIAN
Public Relations
KATHY MADISON
Units
FLO ALVERGUE
Voter Service
RHONDA LIVESAY

Program Topics for 2015-2016

Linda Ferdowsian and Susan Tavakolian,
Program Co-chairs
The Board adopted the following program topics at its retreat in July: In October, we’ll
respond to consensus questions from LWVUS on Constitutional Conventions; in November, redistricting, which is a local study; in December, we do program planning; in January another consensus for LWVUS on money in politics; in February, an update to the
language for mental health for adults. March is unit choice; in April, we’ll consider postsecondary higher education and prepare consensus to the LWVOR study. In May, we’ll
look at the allocation of water.
Please consider our help wanted request below.

WANTED
We are looking for an energetic member to volunteer to Chair our Voter Service
Committee. With the 2016 elections looming, it will be an exciting time to lead this
group of dedicated volunteers. Perhaps, you and a friend would like to co-chair the
committee.
If you are interested please contact league@lwvlc.org or call the League office.

Editorial Committee - needs two (more) people to read, review and help edit

If you haven’t
already paid
your LWVLC
dues,
remember...
DUES ARE
DUE!

Everymember material. Time commitment varies.
Call Susan Tavakolian or Linda Ferdowsian for more information.

Table hosts are needed for the Fall Luncheon on Sept. 24th at Valley River Inn.
If you can be there by 10:45 to find a table, that would be appreciated. Table hosts
introduce those seated at the table, distribute forms of interest, and circulate a contact information sheet.
Call or email Flo Alvergue if you can help with this important part of the luncheon.

Program Committee needs your help to prepare the Everymember
material for the topics (see article above). In particular, we need some volunteers
immediately to begin working on the redistricting topic! If you are interested in
redistricting, or any of the other topics, please contact
Linda Ferdowsian (lferdowsian@yahoo.com) or
Susan Tavakolian (susantavakolian@yahoo.com) as soon as possible.

REWARD
Helping the local League perform its mission, learn,
and have a good time with other interesting people.
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ACTION - State of the State
by Kappy Eaton, Action Co-chair
It is always a bit risky to put a
“spin” on the adjourned legislative session, but following is
a brief rundown of the major
issues discussed during the
78th meeting of the Oregon
Assembly. There were few
agreements between the two
major political parties, and
the resulting laws primarily
reflect the majority party priorities. Democrats controlled
both chambers, the Senate by
two-thirds.

Action Committee
Meeting
9:30 am
September 2
1021 N. Pond Rd.
Eugene
Kappy’s home

Any League member is
welcome to attend.
Questions? Contact
Pat Hocken at
541-343-1138 or
jphocken@comcast.net
Oregon again leads the nation
in ease of voter registration
with the passage of the new
Motor Voter law (HB 2177)
which will go into effect in
January 1, 2016. All those
eligible for a driver’s license,
including those renewing or
getting an identity card, will
be automatically registered to
vote. The requirements necessary to vote (citizenship, residency and age) are identical
to those for the license. The
Secretary of State’s office will
check the Central Voter Registration List and send a card to
all those not currently registered. The recipient will have
21 days to decline to be registered or to indicate a party
affiliation. An estimated
300,000 – 500,00 Oregonians

may be registered in the
next few years.
A bill to require disclosure
of all political campaign
contributions of $2500 or
larger within 48 hours during the 14 days before an
election underwent a metamorphosis. What emerged
from HB 2178B is a 17
member Campaign Finance
Reform Task Force, appointed and chaired by the
Secretary of State. Members will include five representing Oregon political
parties (at least one from
the two major parties), two
with no party affiliations,
one from the League of
Women Voters, one from
organizations representing
non-profits, one from forprofit organizations, and
two from the House and
Senate (one from each
party). The group has been
appointed, will meet four
times, and issues a report
to the 2016 legislative session by December 31,
2015.
Problems concerning Oregon public records have
been growing for years,
and the passage of SB 9
brings about an audit by
the Secretary of State concerning retention issues,
timeliness in providing
materials, costs of both
maintaining and staffing,
storage space, 400 exemptions to access, among
others. The performance
audit of state agencies by
the Secretary of State is to
provide, by November 20,
2015, the best practices in
public records management and the use of technology to address the list
of problems. It is hoped
that recommendations will
enable local governments
also to deal with growing
records concern.

State Legislative and Congressional districts reapportionment takes place
every 10 years, following
the federal census. It is
conducted by a joint special
legislative committee or
performed by the Secretary
of State when the Legislature or the Governor cannot
agree on a plan. In 1981,
1991 and 2001, public
hearings on the proposed
Plan were held by the Secretary of State. During the
redistricting discussion in
2011, excellent maps and
explanations were taken
across the state by the
2011 Special Redistricting
legislative committee with
good citizen participation.
HB 2924 codifies the requirement that at least ten
meetings must be held
around the state on the
proposed redistricting plan,
with timely and appropriate
announcements, and at
least five meetings after the
Plan draft. There must be
considerations for remote
areas, and include videoconferencing options. At
least one of the ten hearings and one of the five
must be held in the area
where the largest population shift has occurred, and
priority for additional remote hearings.
The Oregon Retirement
Savings Board is created
by HB 2960. The seven
member Board is appointed
by the Governor for four
year terms and includes
representatives from employers, investment management, associations representing employees and
retired citizens. First, the
Board must develop a defined contribution statement plan for employed
persons, followed by a market and legal analysis of the

plan. Also, they must establish and maintain the
plan, and set up the Retirement Fund within the
State Treasury, separate
from the General Fund,
before the plan can be
implemented. The individual voluntary savings plan
is for employees who
have no plan, either individual or through an employer. Employers can
choose to collect the personal contributions and
forward them to the
state’s Fund, or deposits
can be made by the individuals. State Treasurer
Ted Wheeler brought forward the voluntary retirement savings plan after
data showed that more
than half of older Oregon
workers had no retirement savings, or less than
$5000 in any account.
Marketing must be done
by the Board to encourage
citizen participation.
Left on the cutting room
floor were the measures
for the National Popular
Vote, Kicker surplus to
the Rainy Day Fund, and
campaign finance reform.
The natural resources
field includes many issues
of interest to the League.
Unfortunately a number
of the bills we supported
did not pass. One success
story is SB 324 which deleted the sunset on the
Clean Fuels Program
which is designed to reduce the life-cycle emissions of carbon from the
fuel used in Oregon’s
transportation system. It
not only reduces CO2, but
addresses Clean Air issues for citizens.
The League worked successfully with others to
(Continued on page 6)
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ACTION - Local
by Pat Hocken, Action Co-chair
November Ballot Measures
The City of Eugene and the City
of Springfield have each placed
local option property tax levies
on the November 3 ballot.

Eugene Library Levy
As described in last month's
Argus, the levy would raise $2.7
million annually for five years
beginning July 1, 2016 and
would cost the owner of an average Eugene home about $3 a
month. The levy is intended to
supplement the current funding
budgeted in the city's general
fund, which is expected to continue at the same level. The additional revenue will be used for
specific purposes, including
1) adding 22 hours of service
each week at both the Bethel
and Sheldon libraries, to provide
48 hours over six days a week,
and adding three hours on Sunday mornings each week at the
Downtown library to provide 64
hours over seven days a week;
2) adding $300,000 annually to
the library's materials budget
for new books and other re-

sources, such as access to
laptops;
3) increasing programming
for early literacy and teen
services.
The League will purchase a
statement for publication in
City's Voters Pamphlet in support of the measure, #20-235.
We are also working with
other library supporters on
the campaign to pass the
measure. Vote Yes for Libraries is the political action committee (PAC) that has been
formed. Contributions can be
sent to the PAC at
2852 Willamette Street, #107,
Eugene OR 97405.

Springfield Fire and Life
Safety Levy
The League of Women Voters
of Lane County is supporting
measure #20-236, which
would renew for five years the
current local option levy that
provides funding for
personnel to maintain and
operate one of the five fire

engine crews serving the
City of Springfield. Each
engine crew has firefighter/paramedics that
respond to calls for emergency medical services and
fire suppression.
The rate would continue at
$0.36 per $1,000 of assessed value. It is estimated
that the owner of a Springfield home with an assessed
value of $144,000 would
pay $51.84 annually in
property taxes, if the levy is
renewed.
The League is supporting
this measure because of the
need for adequate fire protection and ambulance services in urban areas, based
on our local Urban Services
position and criteria in the
Structure of Local Government position.

Moving Ahead
See update below.

MovingAhead Update
In May 2015, more than 200 community members participated in MovingAhead workshops. Working in
groups, participants tested different combinations of
bike lanes, sidewalks, lanes for autos, and lanes for
buses. Using the input gathered at the workshops, the
project team developed concepts
http://www.movingahead.org/wpcontent/uploads/2015/03/MA-AllExhibits-RE.pdf for
how transit, sidewalk, and bike facilities could be improved in each corridor.

What’s next?
Now through September 20, MovingAhead needs your
input about which corridors should be advanced for
more detailed study! MovingAhead will look at how to
improve corridors for those who walk, bike, use mobility devices, and take transit. For those corridors not
advanced for additional study in MovingAhead, the City
of Eugene and Lane Transit District will hold biking,
walking, mobility device, and transit improvement ideas
into their ongoing project development and funding
programs.

How can you provide input?
There are lots of ways that community members can provide input that will inform the next phase of MovingAhead:
Review the options and complete a survey at our online
open house
http://www.movingahead.org/get-involved/let-us-knowwhat-you-think/ through September 20, 2015.
Find MovingAhead staff at community events and public
places throughout the summer
http://www.movingahead.org/get-involved/.
Attend the open house
http://www.movingahead.org/event/movingahead-openhouse/?instance_id=58 from 4-6 pm on Monday,
September 14 at the Eugene Public Library.
Visit http://www.movingahead.org/ for more information.
Sasha Luftig, Transit Development Planner
Lane Transit District
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VOTERS SERVICE
Rhonda Livesay, Chair
Please join us at our

Next
Voter Service
Committee
Meeting
2:00 pm
September 21
Fox Hollow
Residential Care
5320 Fox Hollow Rd.
Questions?
Contact Rhonda at
541-228-4373
Livesay.lwv@gmail.com

Repeal of the Motor Voter Law?

National Voter Registration Day

is
September 22. In Oregon, we are fortunate
Yes, there could be an attempt to repeal
to have laws that allow easy access to votthis law next year. It is one reason to
ing. Not all states are as fortunate. In 2014,
become involved in your Voter Service
at least 83 restrictive bills were introduced
Committee. In October, we will hold a
in 29 states. In Ohio, bills were passed denyvoter registration drive at the University
ing people who do not have identification or
of Oregon in front of the EMU. We will be a social security number to vote. Wisconsin
distributing information to retirement
and Ohio reduced early voting hours. Vigihomes concerning the Eugene Library
lance is required in our own state. On SepLevy and the Springfield Fire and
tember 22, ASK YOUR NEIGHBORS if they
Safety Levy as well as registering resiare registered to vote. New residents on
dents. The coming year’s focus will be
your street or in your area may not know
more educational and cooperative. We
that they need to update their registration.
are reaching out to various organizations Reach out and let the Voter Service Commitin the community to co-sponsor get out
tee know how you do.
the vote drives, forums, debates and
seeking other educational opportunities. Visit our LWVLC Facebook page. We have a
lot of interesting links concerning the vote.

FINANCE -

Janet Calvert, Chair

Your Extra Support of League Matters
Back in March members were sent a letter asking for a special donation for the Lane County League. Member response was
great! Thirty-one members donated a total of $2,400 to help fund advocacy efforts, public relations and office expenses.
Another 13 members donated $1,345 in tax-deductible donations for our voter service and education projects.
This level of member support and other fund raising efforts (fruit sale, directory ads) allows your League to be more aggressive in our advocacy efforts, member support and outreach. For example, listen to KLCC during a two-weeks’ period before
the fall luncheon and you will probably hear “underwritten” announcements about the League of Women Voters luncheon.

Think Fruit
Fruit Sale information will be in your October Argus and in a special October mailing. Join the fun
and become a Fruit Loop (aka a member of the fruit sale committee). Limited time commitment
during late October to mid November. Of course the fruit delivery is usually the second week in
December. Great Fruit makes great gifts, and proceeds provide a major part of League’s income.
Call Janet Calvert 541-686-2697.

THE LEAGUE IS A POLITICAL ORGANIZATION
The League has traditionally used the
word “nonpartisan” to describe itself
but is working to use more accessible
language. It should be clear that the
League neither supports nor opposes
candidates or political parties. But
that does not mean we are not political!
Every election season, voters turn to
the League for unbiased information
about candidates and ballot measures. Our well-researched and balanced information helps voters make
up their own minds about how they
will cast their ballots. However, there
may be some confusion when voters

hear the League is supporting or opposing a ballot measure.
You will never see an endorsement for
any candidate or party, at any level of
government, from the League. We
strive to remain a neutral but informed
voice in the political world.
The League may support or oppose
ballot measures. There are some issues
of public policy League members research and discuss in depth. At the end
of this study process, members often
come to agreement on a position statement. When ballot measures pertain to
these position statements, our League
may engage in advocacy. For example,

in this election our League is working to
help pass the Eugene library levy and the
Springfield fire levy.
The League works hard to keep our voters service side separate from our advocacy side. Registering voters, moderating
forums, producing the Voters’ Guide, and
speaking on ballot measures are all activities conducted with careful attention
to balance and fairness.
The League fills a critical niche in our
public sphere: a nonpartisan organization whose mission is to encourage the
informed participation of all in our partisan political world.

Janet Calvert and Linda Lynch
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STATE ACTION CONTINUED
(Continued from page 3)

prevent weakening or destroying Oregon’s land use
system, and we hope next
session to pass the bill removing the ban on inclusionary zoning and provide
local governments to consider requirements for a percentage of any development
to include affordable housing units. Unfortunately, the
mining industry persuaded
legislators that natural resource extraction would be
good for rural economies
without concern for the environmental impact of these
projects. By September
2016, the Department Geology and Mineral Industries is
to compile studies of the
mining resource potential of
eastern and southern Oregon. The League objected to
this use of funds of the underfunded agency when
groundwater studies during
this drought should have
priority.
A comprehensive budget for
the Water Resources Department will allow broad
geographic areas to plan for
future water needs, with
bonding dollars to begin the
process in 2-3 areas.
The League followed and
testified on budgets related
to League interests for the
Departments of Environmental Quality, Agriculture,
Forestry, Land Conservation
and Development, State
Lands, Oregon Marine Board
and Fish and Wildlife. We
were involved with the development during the interim.

Social policy issues include
health care, judicial, WIC
(Women, Infants and Children), seniors, youth and
education. Again, Human
Services budgets were carefully followed with comments and support or opposition. The Way and Means
subcommittee on Human
Services makes budget decisions as to the level of support for the Department of
Human Services and the Oregon Health Authority (OHA).
They represent the highest
costs to state government $26.7 billion. Among others,
self-sufficiency enhancements went to parents in
transition from welfare to
work, additional funds for
WIC, the senior nutrition
program, pilot programs for
parents in community college, and additional training
for foster parents.
OHA services were expanded to dental clinics for
children in pilot projects,
and school based health
clinics received funds for
equalization across the system. Funding for runaway
and homeless youth was
expanded, with an Advisory
Committee on funding decisions. Aging and people with
disabilities received counseling funds, and a data system
for elder abuse reports will
be developed as well as a
report on direct workforce
shortages.
Addictions and mental
health bills were passed at
the end of the session.
There are specified county
and community responsibilities for mental health com-

mitments, expanded services for autistic children,
integrated physical health
and behavioral services
within community care organizations.
The Oregon Housing and
Community Services will
receive $2.5 million for energy assistance, bonding
authority for $2.5 million for
preservation of current low
income housing, and $20
million from the Lottery for
new mental health housing
projects. A fund was established for homeowners who
have lost fires through fires.
Early Learning programs
received $100 million in
new, targeted resources to
prepare the very youngest
children to succeed in kindergarten. There are several
new mixed-delivery, three
and four old children programs with poverty percentage as the determining factor in admission. The
Healthy Families Oregon
project received increased
funding of $9.5 million.
More than 1,100 families
were screened, and eligible
for the program, but there
was lack of funding last
year. Additional preschoolers will come off wait
lists, and support pathways
are funded for early childhood special education.
Funding for relief nurseries
was increased to $10.6 million. State-wide all-day kindergarten was funded for
the first time, and there
were new allocations for
English language programs.

For an extensive report on the Legislative session go to:
http://www.lwvor.org/current-issues/legislative-report/
Check out comments by LWVLC member Jennifer A. Haynes, PhD,
LWVOR Natural Resources, Forestry Portfolio
http://www.lwvor.org/re-comments-on-elliott-forest-alternatives-project-natural-resources/

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF LANE COUNTY
338 West 11th Ave., Suite 101
Eugene, OR 97401
Phone: 541-343-7917
league@lwvlc.org
Lwvlc.org

EDUCATING VOTERS

CALENDAR
SEPTEMBER

Our Mission
The League of WomenVoters, a
nonpartisan political organization,
encourages the informed and active
participation in government,
works to increase understanding of
major public policy issues, and
influences public policy through
education and advocacy.

2, 9:30 am - Action committee meeting (page 3)
16, 1:30 pm - Board meeting, League office
21, 2 pm - Voters Service meeting (pg 5)
22, NATIONAL VOTER REGISTRATION DAY
24, 11am - Fall Luncheon at Valley River Inn (pg 1)
25, Midnight - Argus deadline for October issue

The League office is open
Monday, Wednesday and Friday,
11am - 1:30pm
Closed Labor Day, September 7

Please give this
to a friend
Thanks to our
2014-15 Directory
Advertisers
Lane Forest Products
Baker Bay Bead Co.
Eugene Hotel Retirement
Aayres Appliance Repair
Dot Dotson’s
Eugene’s Flower Home
Long's Meat Market
Studio d Hair Salon

League of Women Voters of Lane County
Membership Form

As a member of the League,
you will receive the monthly
newsletter from LWVLC
(Argus), which has information about our monthly and
unit meetings, and the
quarterly newsletter from the
Oregon League (Voter).
Mail the form and check
payable to LWVLC to:
LWVLC
338 West 11th Ave, Suite 101
Eugene, OR 97401

 Individual

$65

 Household (Two people at the same address)

$97.50

 Student

$20

 Individual after February 1st

$32

Name

Address

Phone

Unique Properties
Page 8
Email (for League use only)

Caption describing picture
or graphic.

