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Watch Those Debates! 

by Linda Lynch, President 

 THIRD THURSDAY 

October 20th 
Valley River Inn  

To reserve your seat  

and/or to request a ride,  

call the League office at 541-343-7917 

by the Monday before, October 17th  

The program is free and open     

to the public.  

Lunch is $17  

Beverage only is $5  

Lunch begins 11:30 am  

The program begins at 12:15 

By the 

time you 

receive 

next 

month's 

Argus, 

ballots 

will be in 

hand, and 

we will be just days away 

from most of the rest of the 

country voting. But getting 

from here to there seems to 

most of us news junkies (a k 

a League members) to be an 

almost Herculean task. Vot-

ers don't just seem polar-

ized, we (they) seem para-

lyzed. 

By the time you have re-

ceived this Argus, the first 

general election debate will 

have been held. Did you 

watch?  Did you think it was 

fair?  Did candidates tell the 

truth? Did you think it was 

really a debate, or more of a 

super forum? 

Did you wonder why the 

League of Women Voters is 

no longer the sponsor of the 

presidential debates? Several 

League members have 

brought attention to the Sep-

tember 19 New Yorker article 

"The State of the Presidential 

Debate" by Jill Lepore. Ms. 

Lepore is a history professor 

and briefly recounts the his-

tory of presidential debates. 

They have a long history. In 

1858 tens of thousands of 

people watched Lincoln de-

bate Douglas when they 

competed for a senate seat. 

Two years later the debates 

were published (!) when the 

two were competing for 

president. 

The League began staging 

debates for radio audiences 

in the 1920s. But they have 

been off and on over the 

years. FDR refused to de-

bate, saying he was afraid 

he would let slip some state 

secret. After the Kennedy 

Nixon debate of 1960, the 

great Walter Lippmann pre-

dicted that "from now on, it 

will be impossible for any 

candidate for any important 

office to avoid this kind of 

confrontation."  However, 

there were no general elec-

tion presidential debates for 

the following sixteen years. 

Gerald Ford and Jimmy 

Carter both had good rea-

son to want to debate. 

Ford's approval rating plum-

meted after his pardon of 

Richard Nixon, and Carter 

was unknown. From 1976 

until 1988 the League spon-

sored general election presi-

dential debates. In 1987 the 

parties founded the Com-

mission on Presidential De-

bates. During the 1988 

Bush-Dukakis negotiations, 

"the League rejected the 

Memorandum of Under-

standing and withdrew its 

sponsorship of the debates. 

'It has become clear to us 

that the candidates’ organi-

zations aim to add debates 

to their list of campaign-

trail charades devoid of sub-

stance, spontaneity and an-

swers to tough questions,’ 

its press release read. 'The 

League has no intention of 

becoming an accessory to 

the hoodwinking of the 

American public.'" (New 

Yorker) 

Many people lament the 

lack of the League's guid-

ance, although we continue 

to have a seat on the Com-

mission. The networks and 

the candidates run the pri-

mary debates, but the Com-

(Continued on page 2) 

Our Third Thursday speaker will be 

Paul Solomon, 

Executive Director of Sponsors,  

a non-profit which has a remarkable record of  

reducing recidivism by providing services to  

men and women released from prison.  

Sponsors’ philosophy is based on the belief that  

people can and do change and that a strategic  

intervention at the appropriate moment can serve 

as a catalyst in that change. 

THIRD THURSDAY 

by Nancie Fadeley 
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Welcome back to unit meetings! We have an interesting agenda of topics for the year 

ahead and start out with state and local ballot measures in October. Please bring all 

materials included with this Argus to your unit meeting. Information on the state 

ballot measures will be part of the Voters Guides from LWVOR, which will arrive in 

early October. Because the Voters Guides may not arrive in time for all the unit meet-

ings, we will have copies of the electronic version of the Voters Guides for the dis-

cussion leaders of each unit to pick up at briefing and take to unit meetings. 

Monday, October 10 

10 am – S. Willamette 

430 E. 46
th
 Avenue 

H- Flo Alvergue 541-344-3430 

C- Anne Best 541-343-5124 

2 pm – Harlow Road 

394 Cherry Drive 

H- Barbara French 541-485-9090 

C- Mary Keating 541-344-4889 & 

Chris Donahue 541-344-2803 

Tuesday, October 11 

9:30 am – Coburg Rd. 

2135 Rocky Lane 

H- Dorothy Cruickshank 541-342-2577 

C- Linda Ferdowsian 707-208-6007 

Noon – Springfield Unit 

Springfield Chamber of Commerce 

101 South A Street 

Brown bag lunch 

H- Flo Alvergue 541-344-3430 

mission is in charge of the general 

election debates. It attempts to create 

a setting and format that is not ruled 

by demands from candidates. 

The League, meanwhile, has written a 

2016 Debate Watching Kit. It includes 

tips for hosting a debate watch party, 

including presidential debate bingo. It 

has suggestions for what to think 

about ahead of a debate, what to 

watch for during the debate and how 

to evaluate candidates and modera-

tors and policies after a debate.  

The presidential debates provide a 

good time to think about the rest of 

(Continued from page 1) 

President’s column continued 

bates. Invite others to watch. Look at 

the LWVUS site. You can google "2016 

Debate Watch Kit" and the League's kit 

will be listed.  

The other opportunity the presidential 

debates provide is the sense of com-

munity we don't experience very often. 

They provide a forum of which every-

one can be a part. Mark your calendars: 

October 4, 6 pm (opposite our Great 

Schools, Great Communities forum), 

vice presidential debate; Sunday, Octo-

ber 9, 6 pm, and October 19 also 6 pm. 

See you there! 

the ballot and why people should vote, 

despite being offended by the tenor of 

the presidential campaigns. One third 

of the Senate is up for election; the 

entire House of Representatives. There 

is still a local race to decide (Eugene 

City Council Ward 1) plus many ballot 

measures. As League members we 

know all this. Our challenge is to con-

vince people we know. We have to talk 

about what is usually referred to as 

"down ballot" races and issues. Think 

of the ballot in reverse or upside 

down. Talk about the importance of all 

races and questions. Talk to your chil-

dren, grandchildren, siblings, 

neighbors, parents. Watch the de-

Wednesday, October 12 

10 am – East Eugene 

555 E. 15
th
, Central Presbyterian 

H- Stephanie Winsor 541-342-8243 

C- Diana Grandberry 541-342-8402 

2:30 pm – Cottage Grove 

Cottage Grove LCC 

H- Gayle Downing 541-942-1858 

3 pm – S. W. Eugene 

1375 Olive St., Apt. 606 

H- Sally Weston 541-484-4404 

Friday, October 14 

10:30 am – Cascade Manor 

Cascade View Room 

C- Frank Carlton 541-434-4140 

C- Pat McDaniels 541-434-4210 

Unit Briefing 

Tuesday, October 4th, 3 pm 

Atrium – Sloat Room,  

10
th

 & Olive, Eugene 

OCTOBER UNITS - BALLOT MEASURES

by Paula Bassett, Chair 



Action 

Committee 

Meeting   
 

Wednesday,  

October 5, 1:30 pm 

1021 N. Pond Drive 

Eugene 

 

Please contact  

Pat Hocken at  

541-343-1138 or 

jphocken@comcast.net 

if you have questions. 

 

 All League members    

are welcome to 

participate on the 

committee. 

 ACTION - State of the State   

 by Kappy Eaton, Action Co-chair 

September Economic 

Forecast 

Oregon’s current economy 

continues to be stable, but 

2017 and beyond will bring 

significant downturns, ac-

cording to the report of the 

Oregon Office of Economic 

Analysis presented Septem-

ber 14 to the House and Sen-

ate Interim Revenue Commit-

tees. The Legislative Revenue 

Office gave the September 

2016 Revenue Forecast, up-

dating from June. Personal 

income tax collections were 

up 4.7%, but personal in-

come was down 0.3%. Corpo-

rate income tax was up 7.9%. 

Oregon employment also 

decreased by 4,199 jobs 

(0.2%) after several months 

of improvements. 

 

Gross general fund revenue 

for the quarter was up $24.2 

million from the close of the 

2015 session. Net general 

fund and lottery resources 

have increased $129.3 mil-

lion (0.7%). However, the in-

creases are well below 

enough to trigger the Kicker 

return at the close of the 

biennium June 30, 2017. The 

data project a 1.7% decrease 

in the Rainy Day Fund reve-

nue and a net general fund 

decrease of 2.2% at the end.  

 

Fiscal Policy Issues 

During the September Legis-

lative Days, both the interim 

revenue committees met to 

discuss fiscal programs/

problems which will be ad-

dressed during 

the 2017 ses-

sion. 

 

 At long last, a 

constitutional 

amendment 

dealing with 

local property 

taxes (Ballot 

Measure 50, 

1997), will be 

discussed and 

probably referred to voters 

at the 2018 general elec-

tion. SJR 201 (2016) would 

repeal the ad valorem prop-

erty tax assessment provi-

sions which required the ad 

valorem property taxes to 

be assessed on real market 

value, except for owner-

occupied homes, and set 

the permanent tax rate for 

tax districts at the 1995 

rate. This has caused much 

inequity in property taxes 

for cities and counties and 

home sales, and the 3% 

growth annually has been 

too low for local govern-

ments to keep up with ris-

ing costs of service.  

 

The amendment would al-

low local governments to 

change their permanent tax 

rate through voter approval 

and to provide for property 

taxes to be assessed at the 

real market value of the 

property as required by law. 

The new legislation also 

would allow local govern-

ments to propose local op-

tion taxes, now only allowed 

for school districts. The 

property tax limits of $5 for 

schools and $10 for all 

other local governments 

(Ballot Measure 3, 1990) 

would not change. 

 

 An informational report 

was presented on the Work-

ing Family Household and 

Dependent Care Tax Credit, 

which combines the previ-

ous tax years’ benefits of 

the Working Family Child 

Care Credit and the Child 

and Dependent Care credit 

into one comprehensive tax 

credit. It can be claimed 

starting in 2016. 

 

The purpose of the credit is 

to help low to moderate 

income families pay for the 

care of their dependents 

while they are working, at-

tending school, or if they 

are disabled. Qualifying 
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gross income rates for 2016 

range by income and number 

of dependents. For example, 

a $48,060 income for a 

household of two to an in-

come of $122,670 for a 

household of eight. Non-

qualifying expenses include 

public or private school, 

summer school or tutoring, 

after-school activities, sports, 

overnight camps, child sup-

port payments, food, lodging 

or supplies or late payment 

or other fees. The credit is 

specific to Oregon and 

claimed on the Oregon tax 

form. The Child and Depend-

ent Care Credit is a federal 

credit and reported on the 

federal form.  

 

 Oregon “gives away” over 

$30 billion in tax credits, 

exemptions and deferrals 

every biennia. Two years 

ago, the legislature starting 

reviewing tax credits that 

were due to expire during 

the next biennium, with the 

budget committee determin-

ing how much to cut each 

session. A special joint tax 

committee hears testimony 

about each program to rec-

ommend keeping the credit, 

modifying it, or not continu-

ing it. Sixteen credits will be 

reviewed in 2017, with a 

budget cut of $25.4 billion 

required. Among them are 

the rural medical practice, 

energy conservation projects, 

fire insurance, livestock 

killed by wolves, agriculture 

workforce housing construc-

tion, and transportation fuel 

stations. 

 

This is a very difficult assign-

ment, and hearings are full 

of credit recipients request-

ing that their credit must be 

continued. The committee 

has met its goal each ses-

sion, and the credits for 

2017-19 are already being 

discussed. 

 

 

https://webmail.efn.org/src/compose.php?send_to=jphocken%40comcast.net
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ACTION - Local  

 by Pat Hocken, Action Co-chair 

Envision Eugene                                        

The League is submitting comments 

to the Eugene City Council about the 

latest proposal to accommodate the 

expected need for multi-family hous-

ing over the next 20 years. We are 

also encouraging the Council to keep 

to the timeline that shows final adop-

tion of the revised urban growth 

boundary (UGB) and the revised com-

prehensive plan by the summer of 

2017.                                               

The Action committee had two meet-

ings with city planners in the last 

month to learn more about the pro-

posals. As part of a public engage-

ment process, city staff has sought 

citizen input through three question-

naires that have been posted on the 

Envision Eugene website 

(www.envisioneugene.org). These 

questionnaires pertained to multi-

family housing, the UGB expansion 

areas, and the comprehensive plan 

provisions. The questionnaire on multi

-family housing was only available 

until September 25. I encourage you 

to share your thoughts on the other 

two questionnaires that are still open. 

The City Council will next discuss 

these issues in mid-October. 

drop-in phone bank Wednesdays from 

5 to 8:30 pm. Calling to confirm these 

events is advisable.  
 

Fern Ridge Library District Levy 

One of the many local measures on 

the November ballot is a local option 

property tax levy for the Fern Ridge 

Library District to supplement the 

funding provided by the district’s per-

manent tax rate. If passed, the meas-

ure would allow the library to be open 

an additional day during the week (an 

increase from five days up to six) and 

would increase the budget for new 

books and media titles. The proposed 

levy is $.50 per $1,000 of assessed 

value and would replace and increase 

the current local option levy of $.25 

per $1,000 of assessed value, which is 

expiring soon. Without such a levy, 

library hours would be reduced to 

three days per week.  

 

Our local League has a position of 

support for public library services 

throughout Lane County. One of the 

field trips selected for unit choice a 

few years ago was a tour of the dis-

trict’s new library building.  

 

Springfield 2030                        

Comprehensive Plan 

The League continues to follow this 

planning effort and observed the re-

cent joint public hearing of the Spring-

field City Council, the Lane County 

Board of Commissioners, and the Lane 

County Planning Commission. Several 

individuals and 1000 Friends of Ore-

gon expressed concern about the pro-

posals to expand the Springfield UGB 

to provide land for commercial and 

industrial employment.  
 

Measure 97 Campaign 

The League of Women Voters of Ore-

gon is supporting this measure to in-

crease the corporate minimum tax 

and provide additional funding for 

schools, health care, and senior ser-

vices. More information about the 

measure and its impact as well as the 

names of individuals and groups sup-

port it can be found at 

www.voteyeson97.org. Local cam-

paign efforts are being coordinated 

through the AFSCME union office at 

688 Charnelton Street, Eugene, phone 

541-972-3153. Activities now sched-

uled include canvassing Sundays from 

noon to 2 pm and Tuesdays and 

Thursdays from 6 pm to 8 pm and a 

Great Schools, Great Communities Forum  
Mark your calendars to attend the Great Schools, Great Communities Forum on Tuesday October 4 from 7 to 8:30 pm at 

Roosevelt Middle School. The forum offers an opportunity to learn more about the current funding shortfall for Oregon 

public schools, how it occurred, and the impact on educational programs and services. You will also be able to share your 

ideas on finding the resources to provide a quality education for all Oregon children. We learned from Colt Gill's informa-

tive presentation at the fall luncheon about how poorly Oregon's education system compares with that of other states as 

indicated by Oregon's low high school graduation rate and other measures. The Great Schools, Great Communities Forum 

will provide more information and a discussion of potential ways to increase funding. 
 

The League of Women Voters of Lane County is one of the co-sponsors of the event. Other co-sponsors are the Commu-

nity Alliance for Public Education, Oregon Center for Public Policy, and the League of Women Voters of Oregon. 
 

In addition to participating in an interesting program, you will be able to see the 

new Roosevelt Middle School building at 500 East 24th Avenue in Eugene. 
 

If you wish to serve as a volunteer to help with the program, please contact Linda 

Lynch. 
Pat Hocken 



With the election coming up, Voter Service is hopping: 

 

     Gubernatorial debate on Oct. 6 

     Voter education at the Home Show, Oct. 7-9 

     Voter registration events until Oct. 18 

     Ballot measure presentations throughout October 

 

A group of League members met September 12 at Kappy Eaton’s home for training that included tips on public speaking 

and a review of the General Election ballot measures. The group will disperse in the coming weeks for the presentations 

at Cascade Manor, Southtowne Rotary and other organizations. We’re still scheduling presentations - please contact 

Rhonda Livesay to set up one. 

 

Across the country, the League expects to reach one out of every five people to encourage voting. 

Thanks to local volunteers, we’re doing our part in Lane County. 

 

Remember: Oregonians have until Oct. 18 to register to vote before the Nov. 8 election. Residents 

should update registration if they’ve moved, changed their name or mailing address, or want to select 

or change a political party.  
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VOTER SERVICE 

 by Rhonda Livesay & Keli Osborn, Co-Chairs 

A star on the Argus mailing label means that you have paid your dues.                                                  

Please send your renewal to the office as soon as possible.                                                                           

It will be much appreciated.                                                                        

Thank you very much. 

 

Long-time League member          

Joan Cook died on July 28. She 

was a League member for 35 years 

and an active participant in League 

committees and research. She was 

especially interested in environ-

mental issues including nuclear 

power, recycling and solid waste 

management, water quality, sustain-

ability, and population growth. Her 

family cited the League of Women 

Voters of Lane County as one option 

for memorial contributions in her 

name. 

Pat Hocken 

Betty Belknap died August 25 in 

Cottage Grove, where she had moved 

from Eugene in 2013 to be closer to 

her son. She was 93. Betty was a 

graduate of Eugene High School and 

the University of Oregon and received 

a master’s degree in library science 

from the UO in 1965. It was around 

that time that she joined what was 

then the Eugene League. 
 

She served on the board in those early 

years as the metropolitan government 

chair and attended the River Road 

unit. As a former teacher and school 

librarian herself and the wife of an 

educator, Betty was deeply committed 

to education issues. She served eight 

years on the Bethel School Board in 

the 1970’s. 
 

A long-time Leaguer, she was also a 

former member of the Unitarian 

Church and, according to her family, 

“a proud Democrat.” A memorial ser-

vice was held September 4 at the Cot-

tage Grove First Presbyterian Church. 
 

Sue Boyd 

IN MEMORIAM 
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Fruit Sale: Everyone wins when they 

buy and sell yummy grapefruit and 

oranges from LWVLC!  

 

Sale information and order forms will 

arrive in your mailbox in early Octo-

ber. Fruit is being sold for $28/box. 

Discounts are available for orders of 

50 boxes or more. Please help support 

your League by selling or buying two, 

three or more boxes of fruit. Ap-

proach friends, neighbors, colleagues 

and business acquaintances and offer 

them a chance to experience luscious 

grapefruit and sweet juicy oranges. 

Use the white order form for these 

orders. Be sure to order for yourself!  

Can’t use a whole box of fruit or want 

to support two organizations with one 

purchase? Use the green order form to 

order fruit boxes for Food for Lane 

County through this sale, and the 

League will make sure the fruit gets to 

them plus we will send buyers a letter 

documenting the donation to Food for 

Lane County for tax purposes. (Psst … 

businesses and friends can order fruit 

to be donated to Food for Lane County 

too.)  
 

Orders are due by Thursday, Novem-

ber 17. Fruit is expected to be ready 

for pick up shortly after Dec.1. Buyers 

will receive an email/phone message 

with pick up times when the fruit ar-

rives at the League office. Pick up times 

are likely to be on a weekend so con-

sider this when supplying/obtaining 

email and phone contact information. 

Email and phone numbers will not be 

used for any purpose except to notify 

buyers about an order.       
 

Every member is an important part of 

this project! For more information con-

tact Marj Maxwell, Janet Calvert or any 

of our other fine Fruit Loop Commit-

tee members: Barbara French, Mary 

Keating, Phyllis Loobey, Linda Lynch, 

Sally Mills, Sharon Posner, Sue Rey-

nolds, Linda Roe, Sheila Sundahl. Fran 

Boehner and Merle Bottge continue as 

honorary members this year.                  

FRUIT SALE:  EVERYONE WINS 

 by Marj Maxwell, Head Loop 

Parks and Recreation  

Advisory Committee  

The City of Eugene Parks and Open 

Space Division is seeking a League 

member to be part of a committee 

advisory to staff developing a Parks 

and Recreation Vision and Implemen-

tation Plan that will eventually be 

adopted by the City Council. The plan 

will result in funding strategies and on

-the-ground projects and improve-

ments in the next ten years.  

 

The commitment includes six meet-

ings, two hours each, over the course 

of six months (October 2016 through 

March 2017). There will also be review 

of materials prior to some of the 

meetings. The advisory group is not 

the decision maker or approval body, 

but plays a critical role in providing 

opinions and feedback to staff. Meet-

ing times will be based on committee 

members' availability, beginning Mid-

October.  

 

Contact:  Carolyn Burke,  

541-682-8816,  

Carolyn.j.burke@ci.euegene.or.us 

Eugene Parks  

Foundation Board            

The Parks Foundation Board is recruit-

ing new members. The Eugene Park 

Foundation’s purpose is fundraising 

and advocacy for parks, recreation 

and natural areas for all – Eugene’s 

best idea. The Foundation is a 12 year 

old all-volunteer non-profit philan-

thropic organization.  

  

EPF has raised or helped raise over 

$700,000 for projects ranging from 

the Japanese Internment Memorial at 

the Hult Center to the Washington-

Jefferson Skate Park. EPF works closely 

with the City of Eugene to accomplish 

its mission, now raising funds for rec-

reation scholarships for low income 

children. 

 Eugene will soon adopt a new park, 

open space and recreation master plan 

and prepare for the 2021 World Track 

and Field Championships. These events 

will present new opportunities and 

needs. EPF is expanding its board to 15 

and hopes to eventually add paid staff 

to help meet these challenges. 

  

The board meets monthly and has four 

committees. Board terms are four 

years. The existing board elects new 

board and committee members.  

 

Contact:  Board President Scott Sand-

ers, at 541-513-0771 or eugeneparks-

foundation.org.  

 

Applicants are assumed to be passion-

ate about parks, recreation and open 

space.  

Linda Lynch 

The League has received two requests for help from 

the Parks Division in just the past two weeks  

https://webmail.efn.org/src/compose.php?send_to=Carolyn.j.burke%40ci.euegene.or.us
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FALL LUNCHEON REPORT  

by SUE BOYD 

“If anyone can figure this out, Colt 

can,” said Dr. Krista Parent, superin-

tendent of the South Lane School Dis-

trict, as she introduced Colt Gill, a 

former colleague, at the membership 

luncheon September 15 at the Valley 

River Inn. 
 

Gill, Oregon’s first ever Education In-

novation Officer, was appointed by 

Governor Kate Brown earlier this year 

to find a way to raise the state’s on-

time graduation rate for high school 

students. That rate is one of the low-

est in the country, with only 74 per-

cent of the class of 2015 graduating 

on time. 
 

Gill, previously the long-time superin-

tendent of the Bethel School District, 

is expected to present his recommen-

dations to the governor by mid-

October. 
 

He said his priority is to focus on equi-

table outcomes by creating programs 

and targeting resources to those 

groups that have trouble graduating, 

noting that the nearly 12,000 students 

who didn't graduate last year don't 

match the demographics of the state. 

Former state senator Bill Morrisette, who 

taught Gill when he was a student at 

Springfield High School, was among 

those with questions or comments. He 

favors more CTE programs in the 

schools. 
 

Gill’s talk reached a wider audience than 

those at the luncheon. The media cover-

age included stories and interviews on 

KMTR, KVAL and KLCC, owing to the 

efforts of public relations chair Kathy 

Madison. 
 

Anne Best and Kathy Merwin-Gonzales 

once again were in charge of arrange-

ments for the event. Flowers for the ta-

bles were from GrassRoots Garden and 

arranged by Dorothy Cruickshank, 

Marilyn Hunter, and Janet Calvert. Spe-

cial thanks go to Jim Dotson, who vol-

unteered to provide sound and technical 

assistance as he does for our Third 

Thursdays. Charlcie Kaylor debuted a 

power point on League events and posi-

tions which ran continuously before the 

program. It is a new project for her and 

still in the development phase. She is 

preparing one with new material for the 

next Third Thursday. 

“They look different. So they're stu-

dents of color, they're students living 

in tribal communities, they're stu-

dents living in poverty, they're stu-

dents with disabilities, they're boys,” 

he said. One approach that has been 

effective is increasing Career and 

Technical Education (CTE) programs. 

Another challenge for the state is 

increasing the amount of time stu-

dents spend in class. Gill drew gasps 

from the audience when he pointed 

out that a graduating student in Port-

land will have spent about a year and 

a half less time in class over the 

years than her cousin across the river 

in Vancouver. Oregon requires a 

school year of only 165 days, com-

pared to Washington’s 190 days, 

closer to the national average. 
 

The hundred or so members and 

guests had a number of questions for 

Gill. Some were about Measure 97, 

the corporate income tax measure on 

the November ballot. Governor Brown 

and the League of Women Voters are 

in favor of it. However, as a state em-

ployee, Gill said he cannot support or 

oppose ballot measures. 

PHOTOS BY BARBARA CARTER 



Page 8 

 

Count Her In is the title of the report 

on the status of women in Oregon, 

released September 21 by the 

Women's Foundation of Oregon. The 

full report with charts and data and 

photos can be viewed at the Founda-

tion website, but some of the sum-

mary findings are: 
 

Civic engagement: Oregon women 

vote at higher rates than Oregon men 

and at higher rates than women in 

most other states. 
 

Caregiving: Oregon women and girls 

provide over two billion (with a b) 

hours of unpaid caregiving each year 

for children, relatives, neighbors and 

friends. 
 

Crime:  Fewer than 5% of the violent 

crimes in Oregon are committed by 

women and girls. 
 

Physical activity:  Oregon women and 

 

The report also identifies issues that 

need immediate attention, including 

violence against women, racism, the 

wage gap, the high cost of child care, 

and economic fragility. It also suggest 

five things every Oregonian can do: 

 

1. Ask questions. Are girls' sports 

teams equitably equipped? Does an 

employer offer paid family leave? Is 

there pay transparency? Are there 

women in leadership positions? Ask 

candidates where they stand on those 

issues. 
 

2. Vote!  
 

3. Donate - support organizations 

that are making a difference for 

women and girls. 
 

4. Share the information in this re-

port! It could change the conversation 

about gender equity in Oregon. 
 

5. Recognize women and girls who 

make our communities and state safer 

and more livable. They are under ap-

preciated and under recognized.  
 

These notes are from the executive 

summary of the report, but that sum-

mary has even more information, 

check it out! Count her in!   

https://womensfoundationoforegon.org/

uploads/CountHerInExecSummary.pdf 

 

Linda Lynch 

girls engage in more daily physical ac-

tivity than women and girls in any other 

state. 
 

Education, health care:  Women com-

prise 70% of Oregon's public school 

teachers and over 80% of the state's 

health care workers. 
 

Generosity:  Oregon women give chari-

tably and volunteer their time at higher 

rates than Oregon men, and higher 

than women in most other states. 
 

Public service: Oregon women serve in 

statewide elected office at some of the 

highest rates in the country. Oregon 

women also serve in the U.S. Military at 

higher rates than women in many other 

states. 
 

Educational attainment:  Oregon girls 

met the state's 2025 goal for college 

graduation rates in 2014, eleven years 

ahead of schedule. 

COUNT HER IN 

The children's atmospheric trust federal lawsuit received 

front page coverage in The Register-Guard, but it was un-

noticed that the League had become involved. You may 

have received an Action Alert that told you the time and 

place of the hearing. 
 

The League of Women Voters United States (LWVUS) and 

the League of Women Voters of Oregon (LWVOR) filed an 

Amicus Brief in the U.S. District Court for the District of 

Oregon in the case of Juliana et al v. United States. The 

Leagues support the 21 young people from across the 

United States who have filed a landmark constitutional cli-

mate change lawsuit against the federal government, via 

the Eugene-based organization, Our Children's Trust. 
 

(Amicus curiae briefs are a way to introduce other judicial 

concerns, so that the possibly broad legal effects of court 

decisions will not depend solely on the parties directly in-

volved in the case.) 

 

On the day of the hearing, the federal courthouse, normally 

a quiet and seemingly empty space, was filled.  Via closed 

circuit TV, people were able to watch the proceedings. All 

the courtrooms and the jury assembly room were required 

to meet the demand for seats. It was refreshing – to say the 

least - that so many 20-somethings constituted most of the 

audience! 

Linda Lynch 

OUR CHILDREN’S FUTURE 

OUR CHILDREN’S TRUST 

https://womensfoundationoforegon.org/uploads/CountHerInExecSummary.pdf
https://womensfoundationoforegon.org/uploads/CountHerInExecSummary.pdf
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MEMO TO MODERATORS              

FROM LWVUS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMO 

To: Anderson Cooper, Lester Holt, Elaine Quijano, Martha Raddatz and Chris Wallace 

From: Wylecia Wiggs Harris, CEO, League of Women Voters of the United States  

Date: September 21, 2016 

Re: Keep Voters at the Forefront of Debates   
 

To the moderators of the upcoming presidential debates, 

In a presidential year that has proven unpredictable at every turn, you have taken on the enormous task of bringing to-

gether the top presidential candidates to address voters and—hopefully—take on the most critical issues affecting Ameri-

cans. With nearly 1 in 4 Americans saying the debates could sway their vote, and 74% saying they plan to watch the first 

debate (ABC News/SSRS poll, 9/11/16), you have the extraordinary responsibility of ensuring the debates are fair, sub-

stantive, and valuable to voters. 
 

For that, we say thank you for stepping up to the task. 

With a long legacy of sponsoring candidate debates, including sponsoring the presidential and vice presidential debates 

from 1976-1984 as well as hundreds of state and local debates taking place in 2016, the League of Women Voters is no 

stranger to the complexities and pressures of moderating candidate debates. 
 

Our aim in this letter is to urge you to keep one thing front and center: America’s voters. After all, this election isn’t actu-

ally about Ms. Clinton, Mr. Trump, the parties, or the pundits: it’s about the future we all, as voters, seek to build. 

Here are the most important lessons we have learned over nearly a century of sponsoring and moderating candidate de-

bates: 

1.  Debates aren’t about the candidates. 

This election has had more than its fair share of distractions, controversies, and finger-pointing. But time and time again, 

voters tell us that they really want to hear about how the candidates plan to tackle the issues that matter most to the 

American people. Perhaps more than ever before, that means your task is to get to the specifics of what the candidates 

plan to do about expanding economic opportunity, creating jobs, addressing immigration reform, and forging America’s 

path forward in an increasingly complex foreign policy landscape. 

When the candidates get off topic, or turn their response time into an attack on the other candidate, we urge you to bring 

them back to the critical issues at hand. Ask logical and strong follow-up questions that get to how, specifically, the can-

didates plan to address voters’ most pressing concerns. 
 

2. The best defense is a good offense.   

When it comes to debates, the unexpected happens. The best way to moderate a successful debate is to prepare, commu-

nicate, and then stick to your game plan. Each of your debates will differ in format and audience, but a few constants ap-

ply: 

  Clarity matters. Fully develop, and then clearly communicate, the format and guidelines to the candidates and the 

public. 

  It’s your job to make sure that the rules are followed. Once the process for the debate has been laid out and agreed 

upon, stick to it. Don’t allow the candidates to distract or coerce you into losing sight of the rules. 

 Keep things moving. Manage against the clock to ensure the most important issues get their fair time in front of vot-

ers. 

 Balance, consistency and fairness are the name of the game. At the end of the day, candidates should have received 

roughly equal time to address voters, fielded questions of similar difficulty, and faced comparable levels of scrutiny 

during follow-up questions. 
 

3. Seek authentic public input. 

Please, involve the public in your conversation. Voters have made themselves clear: they are paying attention. They ex-

pect the candidates to share their vision for America’s future. Even if your debate will not feature live questions from the 

public, we urge you to ask voters, from a variety of backgrounds, what they hope to hear during the debates. Voters’ 

needs, not the latest controversy, should be your guiding principles in developing questions and topics. 
 

4. Stay above the fray. 

Don’t let pre- and post- debate commentary distract you from doing your job. This is not about you or your network. If 

you’ve followed the concepts above, you’ve done your job. Let the candidates – and the voters – do theirs. 
 

http://lwv.org/content/league-women-voters-and-candidate-debates-changing-relationship
http://lwv.org/content/league-women-voters-and-candidate-debates-changing-relationship
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or graphic. 

Membership Form 

League of Women Voters of Lane County  

As a member of the League, 

you will receive the monthly 
newsletter from LWVLC 
(Argus), which has informa-

tion about our monthly and 
unit meetings, and the      

quarterly newsletter from the 
Oregon League (Voter).  
 

Mail the form and check    
payable to LWVLC to:  

LWVLC                                  
338 West 11th Ave, Suite 101 

Eugene, OR 97401  

Individual $65  

Household (Two people at the same address) $97.50  

Student $20  

Individual after February 1st $32  

   

Name   

   

Address   

   

 Phone  

   

 Email (for League use only)  

Please give this      

to a friend Thanks to our       

2015-16 Directory        

Advertisers  

 

Lane Forest Products 

Baker Bay Bead Co. 

Eugene Hotel Retirement 

Aayres Appliance Repair 

Dot Dotson’s 

Eugene’s Flower Home 

Long's Meat Market  

Olympic Landscape 

Studio d  Hair Salon 

Unique Properties  

Our Mission                                                                         
The League of  Women Voters, a  

nonpartisan political organization, 
encourages the informed and active  

participation in government,    
works to increase understanding of 

major public policy issues, and   
influences public policy through 

education and advocacy.  

 

 

OCTOBER 

4, 3 pm - Unit Briefing, (page 2) 

4, 7 pm - Great Schools, Great Communities Forum 

               Roosevelt Middle School (p. 4) 

5, 1:30 pm - Action Committee meeting (p. 3) 

6, 7 pm - Gubernatorial Debate - Churchill High School 

7, 8, 9, - Voter Education during Home Improvement Show at  

             Fairgrounds Event Center 

10 - 14, - Units, Ballot Measures (p. 2) 

14, 2 pm - Voter Service Committee, League Office (p. 5) 

18, Last day to register to vote, change address or affiliation 

19, 1:30 pm - Board meeting, League office 

20, 11:15 am - Third Thursday Luncheon (p. 1) 

21, Midnight - ARGUS deadline 
 

 

CALENDAR 

LWVLC Office Hours 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

11am - 1:30 pm 

For the latest information about 

League events, meetings,       

positions and the ARGUS,      

visit our website lwvlc.org 
http://lwvlc.org/get-involved/donate/ 




