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ARGUS
LOTS TO DO!
by Linda Lynch, LWVLC President
The beginning
of our
year’s
activities
is here,
and like
the beginning
of a school year, I am overwhelmed by conflicting
thoughts. So much to do! Is
there enough time? So
much to do! Can’t wait to
get started!
There is lots to do, and
more that we could do.
This isn’t necessarily a call
to action but rather the
reassurance that the
League has opportunities
for every member. The old
adage of “many hands
make light work” is obviously proven by all that we

THIRD THURSDAY
October 15
Valley River Inn
To reserve your seat at
this important presentation and/or to request a
ride, call the League
office at 541-343-7917.
Admission is free and
open to the public.
Lunch is $16.
Beverage only is $5.
Lunch begins 11:30 a.m.
The program begins
at 12:15.

accomplish every year. You
may think you have no time
to give, but I know you
wouldn’t be in the League if
you didn’t make time to
learn. For example:
● Attend a Third Thursday
luncheon and lecture. This
requires no preparation on
your part to attend, other
than to RSVP. There is always an interesting topic
and speaker.
● With just a little more
effort, you could attend a
Unit meeting to discuss
that month’s Program
topic. In October, you can
see we are considering the
pros and cons of a Constitutional Convention. Go,
visit, discuss. It’s easy and
fun and thoughtfully rewarding. And, there are
eight from which to choose!

The ARGUS is filled with
meetings, events, and programs. One to look forward
to in the next few months
is a forum titled “Great
Schools, Great Communities” to examine Oregon’s
education funding crisis
and our plans to help solve
the problem. Even though
the Legislature just funded
the next education biennium in the amount of $7.4
billion dollars, Oregon is
still $2 billion dollars
short of an average education compared to other
states in the nation.
One issue on this fall’s ballot is a levy to increase Library services and hours.
(See pages 4 and 6.)
There is just one item on
the Eugene ballot - the library levy, one in Spring-

field - fire services levy, and
one in South Lane – fire and
rescue bond. Will people
decide to vote if there is
just one issue on their ballot? What can we do to be
sure they do?
A Help Wanted section is
now in every ARGUS.
Check it out!
At its retreat earlier this
summer, the board debated
the question of how to get
more members actively involved and how to make
new members curious to
experience a League activity. There are so many tasks
that help keep the wheels
on our metaphorical bus
running, and they run the
gamut from folding and
labeling to the more cerebral. I hope there is something to engage everyone.

THIRD THURSDAY - by Nancie Fadeley
The speaker for our first Third Thursday of the fall will be
Professor Sharon Schuman. Her subject will be
Freedom and Dialogue in a Polarized World. That is also
the title of her book, which is now out in
paperback.
Many of us know Sharon as a violinist, but
this Renaissance woman has also taught
literature at a number of universities, including the University of Oregon. As a nonpartisan political theorist, her writings are
especially relevant during the election season, when our political parties and hotbutton issues become even more polarizing.
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OCTOBER UNITS
LWV of Lane County
Board & Off Board
Roster 2015-16
President
LINDA LYNCH
Secretary
JEANNE TAYLOR
Treasurer & Office Mgr.
PHYLLIS LOOBEY

Monday, October 12

Wednesday, October 14

10 am - S. Willamette
430 E. 46th Avenue
H- Flo Alvergue 344-3430
C- Anne Best 343-5124

10 am - East Eugene
555 E. 15th, Central Presbyterian
H- Stephanie Winsor 342-8243
C- Diana Grandberry 342-8402

2 pm - Harlow Road
394 Cherry Drive
H- Barbara French 485-9090
C- Mary Keating 344-4889

2:30 pm - Cottage Grove/Creswell
Cottage Grove LCC
H- Gayle Downing 942-1858

Tuesday, October 13
9:30 am - Coburg Road
2135 Rocky Lane
H- Dorothy Cruickshank 342-2577
C- Linda Ferdowsian 707-208-6007

Action
KAPPY EATON &
PAT HOCKEN
Argus Editor
CHARLCIE KAYLOR

Noon - Springfield Unit
Springfield Chamber of Commerce
Brown bag lunch
101 South A Street
H - Flo Alvergue 344-3430

Finance
JANET CALVERT
Historian
GAYLE DOWNING
Nominations
SALLY WESTON
Membership
ANNE BEST &
KATHY MERWIN-GONZALES
Program
LINDA FERDOWSIAN &
SUSAN TAVAKOLIAN
Public Relations
KATHY MADISON
Units
FLO ALVERGUE
Voter Service
RHONDA LIVESAY

- Flo Alvergue, Chair

3 pm - S.W. Eugene
1375 Olive St., Apt. 606
H- Sally Weston 484-4404

Friday, October 16
11 am - Cascade Manor
Cascade View Rm, 65 W. 30th
C- Lorraine Abbott 434-4107

Unit Briefing

Tuesday, October 6, 3pm
Atrium - Sloat Room, 10th & Olive Eugene
All are welcome

UNIT TOPIC– Constitutional Convention
Linda Ferdowsian and Susan Tavakolian,
Program Co-chairs

Are you concerned about the Citizens United court decision?
Do you think the U.S. Constitution should be amended?
What are the pros and cons of a constitutional convention?
Is everything in the constitution up for grabs in a constitutional convention?
Read the Everymember material for October and come to a unit meetings to discuss this
important issue of a constitutional convention.

WANTED
We are looking for an energetic member to volunteer to Chair our Voter Service Committee. With the 2016
elections looming, it will be an exciting time to lead this group of dedicated volunteers. Perhaps, you and a friend
would like to co-chair the committee.
If you are interested please contact league@lwvlc.org or call the League office.

Editorial Committee - needs two (more) people to read, review and help edit Everymember material. Time commitment varies.

Call Susan Tavakolian or Linda Ferdowsian for more information.

Program Committee needs your help to prepare the Everymember material. In particular, we need
some volunteers immediately to begin working on the redistricting topic! If you are interested in redistricting, or
any of the other topics, please contact Linda Ferdowsian (lferdowsian@yahoo.com) or
Susan Tavakolian (susantavakolian@yahoo.com) as soon as possible.

REWARD
Helping the local League perform its mission, learn, and have a good time with other interesting people.
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ACTION - State of the State
by Kappy Eaton, Action Co-chair
Oregon’s Fiscal Curse
The kicker strikes again – this
time for $402 million at the
close of the 2013-15 biennia
June 30. State personal income
taxpayers can claim a share of
the “tax surplus” as a tax credit
when filing their Oregon 2015
tax return. However, the corporate surplus of $79.1 million
will go into K-12 education
funding as now provided in the
Oregon Constitution by a vote
Action Committee taken in 2012. The kicker law
was enacted by the 1979 Legislature in response to citizen
Meeting
pressure regarding income tax
9:30 am
revenue received above the
estimated economic forecast
October 7
for the ending biennial General
1021 N. Pond Rd.
Fund budget. The statute mandated that when personal
Eugene
and/or corporate income tax
Kappy’s home
dollars collected were 2% over
Any League member is
the forecast, the money was to
welcome to attend.
be returned to the taxpayer.
Questions? Contact
Voters approved the law in
Pat Hocken at
1980. In 2000, through the
541-343-1138 or
initiative process, the kicker
jphocken@comcast.net was put into the Constitution
and can only be suspended by
a two-thirds affirmative vote in
each legislative chamber. Refund checks were sent to personal income taxpayers until
2011 when legislators put in
place the current practice of
giving a tax credit. In 2012,
voters approved putting any
corporate income tax surplus
into the General Fund for K-12
education funding. Many proposals have been drafted and
discussed during legislative
sessions for repealing the
kicker law and placing surplus
tax dollars in the reserves. As a
constitutional issue, there must
be a vote of citizens for the
repeal, but legislative leaders
haven’t supported a referral to
voters, and the cost of a citizen
initiative has thus far thwarted
that approach.

Oregon’s Economic
Status

issues and to prepare draft
bills in preparation for the
formal session. The LegisThe September economic
lative Days, as they are
and revenue forecast for the
called, are scheduled for
2015-2017 biennia was laSeptember 28-30, Novembeled as stable, with modest
ber 16-18, and January 13expansion expected in the
15, 2016. The December
next 21 months. Oregon has
Revenue Forecast will be
not yet reached the tradipresented December 2. Bill
tional growth of 4% since the
drafts must be turned in by
end of the Great Recession,
November 24, with the
but employment is up 3%
formal “bill drop” on Januand stocks and capital gains
ary 19. The 2016 session
are strong. In the near term,
starts February 1 and will
employment is up, but that
end by March 6, the allotwill flatten in the future beted 35 days.
cause of an aging workforce.
Personal income tax collecAt the 2014 “short sestions have been strong this
sion,” more than 200 bills
spring, while corporate colwere introduced – way too
lections have flattened. Lotmany for consideration.
tery income, video in parWhen the voters adopted
ticular, has increased faster
annual sessions, it was
than other states. Looking at
expected that the short
2017-19, personal income
one would primarily make
collections are expected to
any necessary changes to
decline, while corporate colthe biennial budget
lections will be up. Over the
adopted nine months earnext 10 years, General Fund
lier and consider any emergrowth will be lower. The
gency measures. Rumor
ending General Fund balhas it that the subject of
ance for 2015-17 is forecast
minimum wages will be the
at $19 billion.
main topic this time
around, perhaps some ethIn discussing the kicker tax
ics review, with major condollars return during the
cerns held for 2017. The
presentation, the following
House Rules committee
scale for the $402 million in
will not meet, and the Senpersonal credits was proate Rules committee will
jected:
meet only to consider any
 top 1% - $4,614
Governor’s appointments.
 bottom 20% - $10
There is always the possi median income of
bility that ideas for 2017
$53,900 - $244
will be floated, and since
the May Primary election
 average income of
will be only two months
$30-35,000 - $124
away, there will be a more
Oregon 2016 Session political atmosphere.

Planning
During the months between
the two Oregon Assembly’s
sessions during a biennium,
the Legislature creates Interim Committees which
meet three times to discuss

Consider going to the
Capitol to see your own
Representative and Senator
during these times, when
they have less frantic
schedules.
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ACTION - Local
by Pat Hocken, Action Co-chair
Springfield Urban Growth
Boundary
The City of Springfield has been
working on its long range comprehensive land use plan, just as the
City of Eugene has been doing
through Envision Eugene. Springfield
has just begun the final activities that
will lead to joint adoption in early
2016 by the Springfield City Council
and the Lane County Board of Commissioners.
The remaining issue is whether and
where to expand the city's urban
growth boundary (UGB) for anticipated commercial and industrial development. The Council just received
a recommendation from city staff to
answer these questions. (It was determined several years ago that the city
had sufficient land within the existing UGB to accommodate future
housing needs. See the last paragraph in this section for a short explanation of urban growth boundaries.)
The recommendation calls for expanding the UGB by 257 acres for
employment purposes, to include
132 acres in the North Gateway study
area and 125 acres in the Mill Race
study area. This recommendation is
significant in two ways: 1) the total
number of expansion acres deemed
necessary to accommodate the projected 13,440 new jobs has been
reduced from 640 acres to 223 acres
due to additional analysis, and 2) the
current recommendation does not
include any acreage in the Seavey
Loop (aka College View) area. The
League and the College View residents and neighbors had concerns
about commercial and industrial expansion into an area of active farming on good soils and a large regional park.
The recommendation assumes that
all required employment sites of five
acres or less can be found within the
existing UGB. The expansion acreage
is needed for four sites of five to 20
acres and three sites larger than 20
acres. The recommendation also proposes expanding the UGB by 53 acres
designated as natural resource land
(flood plain and riparian) and 455

acres designated as public/semipublic (Springfield Utility District and
Rainbow Water District wells and
drinking water facilities, Eugene Water and Electric Board electric transmission lines, and Willamalane Park
and Recreation facilities). Including
these additional properties along the
McKenzie River, Middle Fork
Willamette, and Mill Race will transfer
jurisdictional oversight from Lane
County to the City of Springfield and
avoid leaving in Lane County administration a small strip of land between
the UGB and the rivers.
The League will continue to learn
more about the proposal and expects
to testify in January 2016 before the
Springfield City Council and the Lane
County Board of Commissioners.
Oregon Law requires cities to accommodate urban population and urban
employment inside urban growth
boundaries to ensure efficient use of
land and to provide for livable communities. The UGB must be based on
demonstrated need for housing, employment opportunities, livability or
uses such as public facilities, streets
and roads, schools, parks or open
space, or any combination of these
need categories. Prior to expanding
an urban boundary, local governments shall demonstrate that needs
cannot reasonably be accommodated
on land already inside the UGB.

Fire and Rescue District
Bond Measure
The South Lane County Fire and Rescue District has placed a general obligation bond measure on the November 3 ballot. If approved, Measure 20237 will allow issuing bonds for
$2,605,000 to purchase a ladder
truck, two structural firefighting engines, and two water tender/heavy
brush engines. The district would
levy a property tax of $.30 per
$1,000 of assessed value annually to
retire the bonds.
The LWVLC board has voted to support this measure based on our Urban Services position. The League
previously supported a local option
levy for operations to improve ambulance coverage in the service area.

Vote Yes for
Eugene Libraries
The League is supporting Measure
20-235 on the November ballot to
raise additional operating funds for
the Eugene Public Libraries. The
League has submitted a statement
urging a yes vote for publication in
the City's Voters Pamphlet. It reads
as follows:
A YES vote on Measure 20-235 supports improved access to library services and materials for the entire
community.
The Bethel and Sheldon branches will
have their hours restored to a reasonable level. Hours will almost double from 26 hours a week to 48
hours a week over six days. At the
Downtown branch Sunday morning
hours will be restored.
The Bethel and Sheldon branches will
add laptops and tablets for patron
use in the library, thus increasing
free electronic resources for homework and job searches and applications.
The library’s early literacy outreach
programs for preschoolers will be
expanded. Research has shown how
critical early childhood development
activities are for brain growth and
success in school. Unfortunately,
many children in our city lack such
experiences and enter kindergarten
with limited language and literacy
skills and struggle to make progress.
Library programs for teens will also
be increased.
The levy will provide an additional
$300,000 annually for new books
and materials to improve availability
for borrowers.
The above enhancements funded by
Measure 20-235 will ensure that
more Eugene residents enjoy better
access to materials and resources.
More convenient hours at all
branches, additional computer availability, vital services for children and
youth, shorter reserve wait times!
Vote yes on Measure 20-235 to make
an investment in better libraries for
everyone in Eugene.

Page 5

VOTERS SERVICE
Rhonda Livesay, Chair
The Voter Service
committee is on the move!
September 22 was National Voter Registration Day,
and we were in front of the Downtown Eugene library
registering voters. Helping us in the endeavor was
Eric Richardson from the NAACP. LWVLC is looking
to work with diverse groups in the coming year to
further our message to Eugene residents not familiar
with our organization.

U of O student registration will
take place in front of the EMU
on Oct. 5 from noon to 2 pm.
Letters will be going out next week to
all the senior residences in the area
reminding residents about voting and
updating their registration. We are
including a handout about the pros
and cons of the Eugene Library Levy.
We would love to have you join us at
our next meeting
Monday, October 19, 2 pm
at Fox Hollow Residential Care,
5320 Fox Hollow Rd, Eugene.
Call or email Rhonda with any questions: 541-228-4373
Livesay.lwv@gmail.com

Photos by
Barbara Carter

The LWVLC has agreed to cosponsor a discussion on campaign finance reform with OSPIRG,
the statewide public interest group.
A panel will examine ways to combat the issue of big money in politics and explore how to tackle
campaign finance reform in a post-Citizens United decision era.
The forum will be at the University of Oregon, Wednesday, October 14, at 7 p.m.
Watch for more details before then!

Linda Lynch

FIFTH YEAR FOR THE FRUIT SALE by Janet Calvert, Finance Chair
October is the kickoff of League’s fifth
annual fruit sale! The fruit sale letter,
order forms and directions will soon
be in your mailbox. You have until
Friday, November 20, to sell fruit to
your friends, relatives, book club
members, dentist, exercise group or
anyone you can think of and, of
course, to yourself.
Selling fruit is an easy, delicious way
to support the League.” Instead of
fruitcake, think tangy and sweet
oranges and grapefruit, or both. The
price for a 20 pound box of high quality navel oranges, pink grapefruit or a
combination of oranges and grapefruit
remains at $25.

Fruit for FOOD for Lane County. If
you or a friend cannot use a whole
box of fruit, you can purchase one,
two or many boxes of fruit and donate
it to FOOD for Lane County. In your
fruit sale letter there are both white
and green order forms. Use the green
order form when placing an order
for the fruit that is to be donated.
Please use one form per order. Make
sure that all requested information is
provided so we can send the buyer a
receipt for the value of the fruit purchased, which is tax deductible. FOOD
for Lane County will pick up the donated boxes.

The League budget is based on at
least $3,000 profit to help fund our
League studies, action, and office expense. If every League member sold
three boxes of fruit, we would easily
reach this goal. The quality of the fruit
sells itself. The “ask” is easy.
The timing is perfect. The fruit will

arrive early in December, just in time
for a nutritious holiday gift. More details will be in the fruit sale mailing
and the November ARGUS. Please read
the instructions on the reverse side of
the letter.
Susan Reynolds is a new member of
Fruit Loops, and Beth Pool of Cottage
Grove will help out as needed. As in
most League activities, we welcome
new members, are grateful hard working members and appreciate those
who are supportive and willing to do
specific tasks. Fruit Loops include
Merle Bottge, Barbara French, Mary
Keating, Phyllis Loobey, Marjorie Maxwell, Sally Mills, Sharon Posner, Linda
Roe, Fran Boehner (honorary) and
Janet Calvert, chair. Join us for this
short-term project and have some fun.
If you have questions, call Janet Calvert, 686-2697 or Marj Maxwell, 541345-9351.
Help support the League and make
this year’s sale a great success.
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LIBRARY LEVY CAMPAIGN KICKS OFF
Linda Lynch , LWVLC President
The campaign to pass a five year levy to improve Eugene library services kicked off Tuesday, September 15. The
League has endorsed passage of Measure 20-235 (see page 4), and we were part of the kick off, which was well attended and well covered in the media.
If you are interested in supporting the campaign financially, by volunteering, or posting a
lawn sign, go to the campaign website,
http://www.voteyesforlibraries.org/. If you are
interested or willing to help staff a table in
front of one of the libraries, between October
18 and November 1, you can volunteer on the
website or contact Sandra Ludeman at
541-484-0706, Sandra.ludeman@gmail.com.

Linda Lynch, Kitty Piercy - Mayor, Janet Calvert

TOTALLY A SUCCESS
By Sue Boyd
The fall luncheon was “totally a
success,” according to membership
co-chair Kathy Merwin-Gonzales.
Around 110 members and guests
gather at the Valley River Inn for the
event, and by its conclusion, we had at
least seven new members.
Jeanne Atkins, the recently-appointed
Secretary of State, was the speaker.
She described her department as
“where good governance starts in Oregon” and noted how the League’s
voter service activities intersect with
the work of her office., particularly
that of the elections division. During
the Q and A after her talk, League
member Alice Davenport made a sug-

gestion: the elections division could
offer non-partisan lawn signs reminding people to VOTE as part of an effort
to increase turnout. Secretary Atkins
seemed intrigued. Other questions
involved the implementation of the
new motor voter law and the role of
the state Land Board in managing the
Elliott State Forest for the benefit of
the Common School Fund.
President Linda Lynch thanked Jim
Dotson, who volunteers to provide

technical assistance for our luncheons,
with a gift from the LWVLC board. She
also thanked Rosie Janz, who is responsible for getting the Argus printed and
mailed. It was, someone pointed out,
Rosie’s birthday, so she was serenaded
with a chorus of “Happy Birthday.”
Membership co-chairs Kathy MerwinGonzales and Anne Best were also
thanked, as was the Eugene Garden
Club, which contributed vases of dahlias for the tables.

Jeanne Atkins and
Linda Lynch

Rosie Janz

Photos by Gayle Downing
and Barbara Carter

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF LANE COUNTY
338 West 11th Ave., Suite 101
Eugene, OR 97401
Phone: 541-343-7917
league@lwvlc.org
Lwvlc.org

EDUCATING VOTERS

CALENDAR
OCTOBER
5, Noon to 2pm - U of O voter registration (page 5)
5, Registration due for Fall Workshop (pg 7)
6, 3 pm - Unit Briefing, (pg 2)
7, 9:30 am - Action committee meeting (pg 3)
12-16, Units - LWVUS study
Constitutional Convention Process (pg 2)
13, Last day to register to vote in November
15, 11:30 am - Third Thursday (pg 1)
19, 2 pm - Voters Service meeting (pg 5)
20, Last day to mail ballots
21, 1:30 pm - Board meeting, League office
23, Midnight - Argus deadline for November issue
31, 9:30 to 3 pm - Fall Workshop, LCC (pg 7)
The League office is open
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
11am - 1:30pm

Please give this
to a friend
Thanks to our
2014-15 Directory
Advertisers
Lane Forest Products
Baker Bay Bead Co.
Eugene Hotel Retirement
Aayres Appliance Repair
Dot Dotson’s
Eugene’s Flower Home
Long's Meat Market
Studio d Hair Salon

Our Mission
The League of WomenVoters, a
nonpartisan political organization,
encourages the informed and active
participation in government,
works to increase understanding of
major public policy issues, and
influences public policy through
education and advocacy.

For the latest information about
League events, meetings,
positions, and the ARGUS,
visit our website lwvlc.org

League of Women Voters of Lane County
Membership Form

As a member of the League,
you will receive the monthly
newsletter from LWVLC
(Argus), which has information about our monthly and
unit meetings, and the
quarterly newsletter from the
Oregon League (Voter).
Mail the form and check
payable to LWVLC to:
LWVLC
338 West 11th Ave, Suite 101
Eugene, OR 97401

 Individual

$65

 Household (Two people at the same address)

$97.50

 Student

$20

 Individual after February 1st

$32

Name

Address

Phone

Unique Properties
Page 8
Email (for League use only)

Caption describing picture
or graphic.

