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After four 

years as 

LWVLC presi-

dent, I hope I 

don't spend 

the next four 

years slap-

ping my fore-

head, won-

dering how I 

could have forgotten...(fill in the 

blank!).  
 

Little things I forgot: calling for 

"direction to the board and com-

mittees" at Annual Meeting; thank 

you notes. Well, each thank you 

note missed is a little thing, but I'm 

afraid the number unwritten might 

make this a big thing. Other little 

things: my name tag for a lot of 

meetings, writing some (more) let-

ters to the editor, reading all the 

newsletters from other Leagues, 

making sure the Argus got to all 

other Leagues, attending city coun-

cil meetings, having a better filing 

system. When I clean up my email, I 

know I will find many, many little 

things I did not complete or that I 

forgot about altogether. 
 

What worries me though are the 

big things. Obviously, I forgot to 

tell 70 percent of the voters in Lane 

County that there was a primary 

election with contested school 

board races and important ballot 

measures. People!!! 183,577 eligi-

ble voters in Lane County did not 

participate!  How do we meet this 

challenge in 2020? 
 

Also, I forgot to tell people that 

one of the uncontested races for 

the LCC board had the name of a 

board member who had already 

resigned from the Board. That per-

son received 28,000 votes because 

there was no opponent. Granted, 

that was fewer than the 35,000 

votes other winners in LCC Board 

races received. There will probably 

be an opportunity for community 

members to apply to fill the va-

cancy. The zone that needs a new 

board member is Zone 5, generally 

central Eugene. You can see the 

zone maps on the LCC website. 

Pass the word so that no one else 

forgets they could apply. 
 

I also forgot to help raise a lot 

more money in order to hire part- 

time staff for us. Or, such funds 

could provide a stipend to a com-

munity college or university stu-

dent to help with projects. Maybe 

having that kind of help might 

mean I wouldn't have forgotten to 

get a new LWVLC president!  
 

Things I won't forget: all the 

notes and reminders and for-

warded articles and suggestions 

and kind words and encourage-

ment from many members, the 

generosity of time given by so 

many League members to host 

units, study topics, meet with 

elected officials, register voters, 

greet new citizens, attend great 

lectures, research and write about 

a variety of issues every year, staff 

the office, respond to Action 

Alerts. Generally defend democ-

racy, empower voters and get 

ready to celebrate 100 years of  

suffrage for women in America. 

THINGS I FORGOT 

by Linda Lynch 

Argus 
League of Women Voters of Lane County Newsletter 

Congratulations and Best of Luck 

 to Becky Gladstone, 

 LWVLC member  

elected president of the  

League of Women Voters of Oregon.  

 

In her acceptance remarks at State Convention, Becky emphasized  

Oregon's excellence in voting and registration methods. She also  

reminded us of the challenges and tasks we face in 2020 - presidential  

election year, the census, the 100th anniversary of the League of Women  

Voters of the United States and of the 19th amendment granting voting 

rights to women. Becky's leadership comes at a critical time! 

 

Linda Lynch 
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May 17, 2019 
 

Mayor Lucy Vinis & Members of the Eugene City Council, 
 

The League of Women Voters of Lane County supports a mix of housing types in all 

neighborhoods to meet the needs of diverse community members and supports provisions 

to achieve greater density in the metropolitan area and to maintain the urban service area 

boundary. We believe accessory dwelling units (ADUs) should be an option—potentially in-

creasing the number of affordable residential units. 
 

Eugene is considered to be one of the most cost-constrained housing markets in the coun-

try, for renters and homeowners. The average local family spends more than 60 percent of 

its income on housing and transportation costs.  
 

Our housing crunch also has environmental implications. Walkable neighborhoods and 

smart infill will help us reduce climate impacts. The availability of homes with smaller foot-

prints can help us use less energy. 
 

The League supports removing city regulations specific to ADUs that: 
 

Prohibit accessory dwellings on new flag or panhandle lots. 

Require owner occupancy of either the accessory or primary dwelling. 

Limit the maximum number of bedrooms in an accessory dwelling.  

Address dog keeping. (Other regulations limit the number of dogs per lot.) 

Of the above potential changes, removing the owner occupancy requirement is the most 

critical because it tends to discriminate against renters.  
 

In addition, we encourage the City Council to consider: 
 

Developing ADU templates to help reduce costs, improve design, and promote compli-

ance. 

Reviewing systems development charges to ensure fees for ADUs and other small units 

reflect actual system impacts and do not unnecessarily disadvantage such housing.  

Revisiting a prohibition for ADUs on alley lots. Depending on access, location and size, 

such lots may be appropriate for ADUs.  

Reexamining against legal and equity goals the limit on the maximum number of occu-

pants in an ADU based on the number of occupants in the primary dwelling, for properties 

within the boundaries of the Amazon, Fairmount, and South University neighborhood asso-

ciations.  
 

Eugene must come into compliance with state law regarding accessory dwelling units. We 

ask that the City Council continue moving forward with a range of housing options to 

achieve greater density in the metropolitan area and to maintain the urban service area 

boundary. The League favors careful planning, high constructions standards and the devel-

opment of design restrictions to allow the economical use of land while preserving privacy, 

quiet and other amenities.  
 

Sincerely, 
 

Linda Lynch 

President, LWVLC 

LEAGUE OF  
WOMEN VOTERS  

of  LANE COUNTY 

 Who makes the League tick?  

 What’s a unit meeting?  

 Where do I find League policy positions?  

 When will the League gear up for the 2020 elections?  

 Why education and advocacy?  

 How can I get involved on my own terms?  

 

Learn about your League at this informal orientation. 

 

FMI: Darla McVay, darlamcvay@hotmail.com or 503-910-0986 

 

Keli Osborn 

LEAGUE 101 

July 18  

5:30 pm to 7 pm 

Tsunami Books 

2585 Willamette St, Eugene 

Snacks and beverages served 

 

 

https://webmail.efn.org/src/compose.php?send_to=darlamcvay%40hotmail.com


 

The May election results are in.  

How’d things turn out? 

Lane County voters rejected the courthouse measure, which 

the League supported, with 58 percent turning it down. 

What might be next steps in considering how best to pro-

vide a safe, accessible and fully functional courthouse? 

Could the League play a helpful role in such a discussion? 
 

The second measure on which the LWVLC board took a po-

sition was the Eugene School District renewal levy, which 72 

percent of voters okayed. Not all school funding measures 

in our region fared so well. 
 

If you'd like to study and deliberate on these kinds of elec-

tion measures, Action has room for you! 
 

Lane County Courthouse 

The Action Committee met May 1 with retired Judge Jim 

Hargreaves, who supports a new Lane County courthouse 

but opposed the plan on the May 21 ballot. His arguments 

centered on how the courts conduct their business—and in 

turn should shape courthouse design. 
 

The LWVLC board already had endorsed Lane County Meas-

ure 20-299, to issue $154 million in bonds to build a new 

courthouse to improve safety, accessibility, efficiency and 

service. The local money was to be matched with state and 

federal dollars. Our endorsement followed tours of the ex-

isting courthouse and discussions with Lane County and 

State of Oregon staff.  
 

Despite and because of our “yes” position, we thought it 

important to hear from retired Judge Hargreaves. One of his 

central concerns is that the concept for the proposed court-

house assumed full-size jury courtrooms for each of the 

judges, something he characterized as unnecessary given 

the small number of jury trials that actually occur. This con-

cept drove up costs, he said, and a design reflecting more 

efficient court operations is needed.  
 

While we didn’t change sides, we noted we might want to 

seek increased collaboration on the project among those 

with differing perspectives and sets of expertise. Thanks to 

LWVLC member Gail Newton for arranging the presentation 

and to Judge Hargreaves for expanding our understanding. 
 

State action 

LWVOR has done incredible work this legislative session and 

regularly sends updates to LWVLC members. Have you 

shown up to a hearing in Salem, Springfield or elsewhere in 

the state? Have you telephoned, emailed and written letters 

to your legislators? We’re heading into June, which means 

the rest of the session will zip by. Depending on one’s point 

of view, deal making could look like prudent collaboration 

or bad-faith compromise. Advocates are lining up statewide 

ballot measures for 2020. Let us know if you’re interested 

in helping LWVLC link up on state issues. 
 

Action committee meeting agenda  

June agenda: election debrief; check-in on current issues 

such as local land use and transportation; review of Action 

Committee process, priorities, and meeting day and time; 

and forecast for summer and early fall. Join us! 
 

(FMI: kelimosborn@gmail.com or 541-302-9384) 
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ACTION NEWS 

by Keli Osborn, Action Chair 

Action Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, June 5, 9:30 am 

No July meeting 

LWVLC office, 338 W. 11
th
 Ave. 

My dear friend, Barb Bryan, was a spe-

cial person and I felt privileged to 

know her and be her friend. We 

clicked. We kind of balanced out each 

other as co-chairs of Voter Service in 

the LWVLC. What one couldn't do, the 

other could. We figured out Oregon 

together. Although Barb was born in 

Eugene, we both came here from 

Northern Virginia and ended up in the 

same League unit. When I met her, I 

decided that I wanted to know her bet-

ter. Two years as co-chairs provided 

that. What an adventure. Some of our 

planning left something to desire. I'd 

share our "crazy schemes" with Tom, 

who'd remark that we couldn't do that 

and logically talked me down. Then 

frantic emails to Barb who agreed we 

better not do that. In some ways we 

weren't good together. Enthusiasm 

isn't everything. 

I attended more meetings than Barb. 

I'm a big note taker, so I'd call Barb 

with what she called my "book re-

ports." My last book report was on our 

League's annual meeting. 

 

Memories of Barb. One was the 

League registering voters event in 

front of the Eugene library (see 

photo). Others - lunches with 

friends Stephanie Winsor and 

Miriam Aiken. Her computer strug-

gles. She never quite got it. Her 

framed collections of New Yorker 

magazine covers. Her WETA cloth 

bag that reminded me of home. 

Her volunteering at KWAX. Her love 

of opera. Her delightful dome 

house. Her love of gardening and 

stories of gardening. Even her gar-

dening was funny. 

I'll end with saying she stepped into 

my life and changed it in a very good 

way. I always felt better when I was 

with her. You never knew where the 

conversation was going to go. 
 

Barb Bryan, Godspeed on your next 

journey. This one has been quite 

something, and I am glad that I was 

part of it. 

REMEMBERING BARB by Barb Carter 

The Barbs - Bryan and Carter 

mailto:kelimosborn@gmail.com
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Since 2010 the LWV has championed passage of the  

National Popular Vote Interstate Compact as one 

way to achieve direct popular vote of the US president. This 

spring the Oregon Senate was finally able to move the 

NPVIC Bill (SB870) out of the Rules Committee with a recom-

mendation for approval, which allowed for a floor vote. It 

passed the Senate and has now moved on to the House. On 

May 20th the House Rules Committee held its public hear-

ing on the bill. As of this writing (5/21) a committee vote 

should hopefully take place soon followed by a floor vote. 

The governor has indicated she supports the bill.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The bill guarantees that the American President would be 

the candidate who receives the most popular votes across 

the country. Because two candidates who lost the popular 

vote have become President in less than two decades, there 

is growing support for passage of the compact. Oregon 

would be the 15th state (plus the District of Columbia) to 

pass the bill. For it to be effective, enough states to bring 

the total to 270 electoral votes, enough to elect the Presi-

dent, must pass the bill. At the moment there are 189 elec-

toral votes banked for passage. Oregon’s passage would 

bring the total to 196. Eight additional states, both Democ-

rat and Republican controlled, have passed their bill in one 

legislative house. If their second house votes yes, that is 

enough votes to pass the 270 mark. 

 

Members who feel strongly about this issue should let their 

State Representatives know and contact friends or family in 

the eight other states, AR, AZ, ME, MI, MN, NC, NV, and OK 

and ask them to do the same. In addition, both GA and MO 

had their bills approved in committee. 

 

 

VOTER SERVICE 

by Paula Grisafi, Chair 

Voter Service 

Committee Meeting 

June 12 

2 pm League Office  

Every group/organization 

needs new ideas, procedures 

and better ways of doing 

things. Welcome, new board 

members and individuals who 

will take a limited or larger role 

with the League of Women  

Voters of Lane County. 

 

As outgoing Finance Chair,  

I have agreed to contact past Argus 

advertisers this summer to have them 

committed by paying for 

their ad before the new 

membership directory is 

published this fall. The 

revenue raised from the 

advertising pays for 

printing and mailing the 

directory to each mem-

ber.  

 

I would appreciate and enjoy mentor-

ing a member who is willing to take on 

this activity. It involves sending letter 

to about 15 past and new advertisers 

asking for their continued support. We 

offer them an opportunity to economi-

cally get their name before a group of 

very discerning customers, our League 

members. Of course, follow-up con-

tacts are usually necessary, and we 

send a follow-up thank you letter to 

each advertiser. (I have samples from 

past years.) Interested?  Let’s talk. Call 

me at 541-686-2697. 

LWVLC DIRECTORY by JANET CALVERT 

Many thanks to Eugene-Springfield Fire and Emergency Services Interim Chief Chris  

Heppel for his Third Thursday presentation on the changing nature of wildfires and  

what his department does to protect buildings and homes in the path of wildfires. 

 

Chief Heppel has asked that you know about a TED talk that discusses how the forests 

have changed since the "Big Burn" of 1910.  

https://www.ted.com/talks/

paul_hessburg_why_wildfires_have_gotten_worse_and_what_we_can_do_about_it? 

 

The video is 14 minutes long. In it, the speaker also has recommendations for changes in 

our forest practices, which Chief Heppel also referenced. However, practices such as thin-

ning are short term because undergrowth returns in a few years. 

Linda Lynch 

CHIEF HEPPEL HAS ASKED... 

https://www.ted.com/talks/paul_hessburg_why_wildfires_have_gotten_worse_and_what_we_can_do_about_it?
https://www.ted.com/talks/paul_hessburg_why_wildfires_have_gotten_worse_and_what_we_can_do_about_it?
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GUN SAFETY UPDATE - JUNE 2019 

by Donna Michel 

Around the nation: the Florida Legislature passed and the Governor signed a bill to allow guns in classrooms. As the 

decision allowing guns in classrooms is left up to individual school districts, the LWVFL is going to individual school dis-

tricts to encourage opting against guns in classrooms. Washington state recently passed bills, tightening gun safety laws 

that include banning “ghost guns” (untraceable guns) made with 3D printers and removing the rights of a person who is 

found incompetent to stand trial to have a firearm.  

 

From the LWV May gun safety conference call: a reporter from Media Matters reported at length on the dis-

array in the NRA from infighting at the highest level, leaks to the media regarding exorbitant expense reports, the signifi-

cant decrease in revenues, and the New York District Attorney’s investigating whether the organization has violated their 

nonprofit status, potentially putting the NRA at risk to lose their nonprofit status. 

 

In Oregon, it currently appears that HB 2013 is the only gun safety bill on track to pass 

this session. The bill closes loopholes in existing law by providing a basic level of safety 

and assurance that a person guilty of domestic violence or subject to a restraining order no 

longer possesses a firearm.  

 

SB 52, a bill closely related to gun safety, requires school districts to adopt protocols to 

prevent youth suicide. The bill passed the House of Representatives on May 17 and now 

goes to Governor Brown for signing. Known as Adi’s Act, the bill is named in honor of a 

Portland high school student who died by suicide in 2017.  

LWVLC will join Moms Demand Action and its allies in a com-

munity event to encourage, support and work towards solu-

tions to save lives from gun violence. We will be honoring 

those who have lost their lives and survivors of gun violence. 

There will be speakers, a magic show and crafts for adults as 

well as children. Many representatives from local community 

organizations will be there to share their knowledge. 

 

If you are interested in helping with this event, please contact 

Linda Lynch or Paula Grisafi. 

Linda Lynch 

WEAR ORANGE - JUNE 8, 3-6 pm AT ALTON BAKER PARK SHELTER #1 

On June 4 the constitutional youth climate 

lawsuit Juliana v. United States will be heard 

before a panel of the Ninth Circuit Court of 

Appeals, which will be meeting in Portland. 

Our Children's Trust is hoping to make this 

hearing the most watched oral arguments 

ever!  Beginning at 2 pm, the hearing will be 

live-streamed on the Ninth Circuit's YouTube 

channel. (Really, there is such a thing.)  

https://www.youtube.com/user/9thcirc  

 

 

 

You may register to watch it live by going to our-

childrenstrust.org and following the links. The 

notice is at the very top of the home page. You 

can watch alone, host a group watch, or there is a 

chance it will be streamed on a screen in the jury 

assembly room at the Wayne Morse Federal Court-

house in Eugene. Check back June 3 to the LWVLC 

website for an update or confirmation of that.  
 

Morning rallies that day may be scheduled in  

Portland.  

Linda Lynch 

OUR CHILDREN’S TRUST UPDATE 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiHm4DSleLhAhWLsZ4KHfvBCJEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmomsdemandaction.org%2Fauthor%2Fvivian%2Fpage%2F4%2F&psig=AOvVaw2Vo9PBukWT1Gz4BhkaNR8m&ust=155596984327598
https://www.youtube.com/user/9thcirc
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Empower Votes and Defend  

Democracy – Janet Calvert 
 

Lane County had the largest delegation 

and included two high school graduat-

ing seniors. That was great. Two new 

study topics generated little caucus 

time or floor discussion, which meant 

they were generally recognized as very 

important or the topics didn’t excite 

the membership. In retrospect, I have 

found that most topics become much 

more crucial and interesting when I 

learn a little about the topic. Participat-

ing in a study committee makes almost 

any topic become vital.  

 

 I enjoyed seeing long-time members 

and friends and energized to see new 

and younger members expressing their 

unique views on important issues.  

 

Of course, it was exciting to see LWVLC 

member Becky Gladstone elected 

LWVOR president and to hear her vision 

for the Oregon League. League has 

survived almost 100 years and must 

continue to “Empower Voters and De-

fend Democracy.” 

 

Energized – Paula Grisafi 
 

This was the first LWVOR convention I 

have attended, and it was remarkable 

to engage in the democratic process 

when well-informed people of good 

intent participate. I had the opportunity 

to take part not only in the general 

meeting but in two caucuses, one to 

word a directive calling on the State 

Board to work toward legislation for 

universal health care for Oregonians 

and a second to start setting up the 

team and parameters for a two-year 

study of pesticide use and its ramifica-

tions in the state. At the heart of the 

events were thoughtful discussions and 

well-struck compromises. It was an 

energizing experience. 

 

Climate Chaos – Darla McVay 
 

Growing concern for the state of our 

globe was a hot topic at the LWVOR 

Convention in Ashland that was re-

flected in the keynote presentation and 

the passage of a resolution. The 

League has been a strong supporter of 

Our Children’s Trust climate lawsuit, 

and members of our local League work 

diligently to ensure this important 

topic is not pushed aside or ignored.  

 

The keynote speaker was Dr. Dominick 

DellaSala, President and Chief Scientist 

of the Geos Institute. Dr. DellaSala’s 

work can be found in numerous jour-

nals, and he 

has appeared 

on the Jim 

Lehrer News 

Hour, CNN, 

Fox News 

(which he 

claims was a 

terrible inter-

view) and 

several PBS 

documentaries. While the outlook for 

our planet is grim, he attempted to 

instill some hope. We have ten years to 

turn things around before we see 

catastrophic consequences.  

 

Our current system provides huge fi-

nancial benefits to a select few, and the 

rest of the population will suffer dis-

proportionately. Climate change has a 

disproportionate effect on certain im-

pacted communities, such as indige-

nous tribes, rural communities, coastal 

communities, workers, low-income 

households and people of color, who 

typically have fewer resources for 

adapting to climate change and are 

therefore the most vulnerable to dis-

placement, adverse health effects, job 

loss, property damage and other ef-

fects of climate change. On May 9, Our 

Children’s Trust released a press re-

lease indicating the US can lead the 

way toward climate recovery without 

economic hardship 

(ourchildrenstrust.org), but this infor-

mation is often refuted by leadership. 

 

The urgency of Dr. DellaSala’s message 

was reinforced by the Climate Emer-

gency Resolution proposed at conven-

tion. The impacts of climate change 

and ocean acidification include increas-

ingly devastating wildfires, communi-

ties overwhelmed by smoke, drinking 

water compromised by algal blooms, a 

rise in sea levels resulting in flooding 

and the displacement of thousands of 

coastal businesses and residences, 

damage to marine ecosystems and 

food sources, extreme weather events, 

severe harm to agriculture, forestry 

and tourism industries, and introduc-

tion of new vectors for infectious dis-

ease, increased asthma and other hu-

man health-related problems. We are 

(Continued on page 7) 

LANE COUNTY DELEGATES REPORT  

ON THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OREGON CONVENTION 

(Left to right) Janet Calvert, Paula Grisafi, Linda Lynch, Darla McVay, Carson McVay,  

Barbara French, Audrey Chen, Nancy O'Kief, Becky Gladstone, Jeanne Taylor 
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seeing this here in Lane County. 

 

Emergency climate action is needed at 

all levels of government. We have seen 

an absence of effective federal engage-

ment, and it is the responsibility of 

individual states, counties, and cities to 

take immediate action to address cli-

mate issues. LWVOR resolved to, “…call 

upon the LWVOR Board, Action Com-

mittee and local Leagues to advocate 

for consideration of ‘Climate Emer-

gency Declarations’ for the state and 

all county and local municipalities 

(governments).” 

 

On a personal note, some of our youth 

committee members were in atten-

dance, and at the conclusion of the 

keynote address they expressed fear 

and hopelessness for their future. Let’s 

all do what we can as individuals, and 

as a League working together, to help 

ensure there is a bright, healthy future 

for these young members. 

 

Information Nuggets –  

Barbara French 
 

I came home from the Ashland Conven-

tion with so 

many nuggets of 

information. I 

liked hearing 

from former Ore-

gon House Rep-

resentative Peter 

Buckley that our 

state is looking 

up-stream to 

solve problems, 

which means 

that we want to take preventive meas-

ures with social issues, such as study-

ing what circumstances produce juve-

nile offenders so that we may remedy 

their situations before youth are in 

trouble. I liked Ashland’s Mayor, John 

Strongberg, who pointed out how his 

city has a population of 21,000 but 

that 100,000 visitors come annually, 

which gives the city a much more 

enlightened point of view. He also 

talked about the country’s “flabby de-

mocracy” because people tend to sit on 

the sidelines and complain about how 

government operates. He explained 

how citizens of Ashland have been in-

vited to visit local government depart-

ments and try to do some of the tasks 

that workers are charged with doing. 

The result is that the visitors come 

away with a much greater understand-

ing of the difficulty of governing and 

that developing a sense of community 

is the anecdote for the tribalism that 

divides us across the country. I also 

appreciated hearing from the 13 local 

Leagues whose members attended 

about what has gone well and what 

hasn’t worked for each group. Since 

some of the groups only had member 

numbers in the teens, they told how 

tight money is and how they’d appreci-

ate a lesser Per Member Payment (PMP) 

amount from the annual dues that we 

are currently required to give to the 

LWVOR. Several groups talked about 

how they have an executive committee 

instead of a president, or they are us-

ing co-presidents. Others talked about 

their successful fund raisers, such as 

one which sponsors a garden tour. In 

general, I thoroughly enjoyed commun-

ing with other Leaguers and speakers 

who increased our knowledge of what 

we need to think about. 

 

League Operations and Speakers 

– Nancy O’Kief 
 

The convention gave me a better per-

spective of how the state League oper-

ates, and it was interesting to learn 

how local Leagues are both similar and 

different from one another in terms of 

what their focus is as well as particular 

problems, namely financial difficulties, 

faced by some. All the local Leagues 

have a couple things in common, 

namely how to increase membership 

and how to increase League exposure 

in our communities. I admit that some 

of the business sessions were a bit bor-

ing (though I’m sure necessary). The 

speakers, however, were excellent: the 

mayor of Ashland gave us a warm wel-

come, a woman talked about the cen-

sus, and a very informed and entertain-

ing speaker spoke on climate 

“chaos.”  Another highlight was 

“Shakespeare’s Women,” a performance 

by an actress from OSF. For me, the 

best part of the convention, though, 

was travelling and rooming with fellow 

League member Jeanne Taylor. 

 

Workshops - Jeanne Taylor  
 

At the 2019 LWVOR Convention the 

workshops were designed for the 

whole group of delegates together. The 

first one was entitled Local League 

Sharing and Idea Exchange. One item 

of interest shared by a few Leagues 

was operating without a president. 

They described using what they call an 

Executive Committee of three people to 

share the duties of a president. Some 

Leagues, from both small and larger 

memberships, have utilized this system 

for several years and find it works well 

for them.  

 

I learned more about this system at the 

President's Breakfast, which I attended 

as a member of our Board of Directors. 

Our vice president, Keli Osborn, has 

been drawing up a multi-page list of 

activities which need to happen, many 

of which have been covered by our 

hard working out-going president, 

Linda Lynch.  The Board can use this 

list as we formulate our version of how 

to operate effectively without a presi-

dent. 

 

The other convention workshop was on 

redistricting, presented by the outgo-

ing LWVOR President Norman Turrill 

and Candalynn Johnson. Following the 

2020 census it is quite possible Ore-

gon may have an additional member of 

the House of Representatives. They 

focused on plans coordinated with 

some other groups for rolling out a 

redistricting initiative petition cam-

paign beginning this summer. They 

shared "best practices" for public peti-

tioning, as League members will be 

needed to circulate petitions on a new 

system for redistricting in Oregon. 

 

Honorees - Linda Lynch 
 

At each convention, LWVOR honors 

state board and other members from a 

decade ago. LWVLC members honored 

this year 

were: Janet 

Calvert, 

Education 

Fund Chair 

2007-09; 

Becky Glad-

stone, Edu-

cation Fund 

Chair 2013-

15; Carol 

Hildebrand, 

Events/Convention/Council Chair 2008

-2009; Sue Boyd, Voter Editor 2008-09; 

and Pat Hocken, LWVLC President  

2007-09.  

 

 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Have you ever wondered what your life would be like or what you would be doing if 

you had taken a different path? Perhaps you would be a historian, discovering new 

facts about time gone by. Maybe you would be a game show host, challenging con-

testants’ knowledge. Or a time traveler to a more sedate era or the host of a party 

for the whole town! 
 

Here’s an opportunity to feed your alter ego and help your League.  

These are the “roles” we need to fill to implement events planned for the League 

and 19th Amendment 100th anniversaries next year. Take a glimpse of what might 

have been by assuming one of those roles, cross something off your bucket list and 

have fun as we celebrate this remarkable milestone!  
 

FEED YOUR ALTER EGO 

by Kathy Madison - Public Relations Chair 

League members met May 4 to elect 

board members, adopt the 2019-2020 

budget and program, and catch up with 

one another.  Special thanks to Janet 

Calvert for again securing and prepping 

the Garden Club for our event. 
 

We kicked off the meeting with a   

dynamic, informative presentation from 

Oregon Solutions Director, Karmen Fore. 

Oregon Solutions brings business, gov-

ernment and nonprofits to the table to 

agree on what role each can play to ad-

dress a community need. Agreements 

document each problem-solving team 

member’s commitment to contribute to 

the solution.  
 

Among the projects Karmen described 

was assistance to flood-devastated 

Vernonia, where Oregon Solutions 

helped speed the procurement and con-

struction of an innovative new K-12 

school.  
 

Board and Officers 

Elected to two-year terms:  

Jeanne Taylor, Secretary;  

Darla McVay, Director (Membership); 

and Paula Grisafi, Director (Voter Ser-

vice).  

They join officers and directors with one 

year remaining in their terms:  

Keli Osborn, Vice President;  

Gary Harmon, Treasurer, effective July 1, 

2019 (also continuing with Program);  

Susan Tavakolian (Program);  

Charlcie Kaylor (Argus editor); and 

Kathy Madison (Public Relations).  
 

Board vacancies include president and 

director positions three and four. The 

nominating committee continues to 

seek interested members to serve. And, 

speaking of that committee, its mem-

bers are: Betty-Coe deBroekert, chair, 

Linda Ferdowsian and Veronika Walton. 

The board also will appoint two of its 

members to the committee.  
 

Budget 

Members adopted with minor changes 

the budget presented in your Annual 

Meeting Workbook. The changes in-

cluded additional funding for the 2020 

LWV national convention to cover ex-

pected costs. 
 

Program 

We addressed two motions from the 

floor by convening an ad hoc team to 

work on redistricting and by adding one 

topic to program: hate crimes/violence/

school behavior.  
 

The addition of hate crimes/violence to 

the program list displaces nuclear en-

ergy as a discussion topic. (Nuclear en-

ergy didn’t attract volunteers for a study 

team.) Additional topics for units in 

2019-2020 are:  

Planning & Zoning 

Library Services 

Seismic Risks 

Energy Conservation 

Child Care 

Annual Program Planning Discussion 
 

Paula Grisafi volunteered to compile 

materials and schedule our first work 

group meeting on redistricting, set for 

June 4, 10:30 am at the LWVLC office. 

While we’ll focus first on Lane County, 

especially to support possible discus-

sions during this next year by the Board 

of Commissioners, League members 

know redistricting occurs at every gov-

ernment level. Join us if you’re inter-

ested in redistricting! 
 

If you’d like to work with a team on any 

Program topic in the coming months, 

please contact Susan Tavakolian or Gary 

Harmon. There’s a spot for you! 
 

Tribute and Thanks 

The meeting ended with thanks to out-

going board members Janet Calvert, 

Rhonda Livesay, and Betty-Coe de-

Broekert from outgo-

ing President Linda 

Lynch. Linda pre-

sented yellow roses, 

the chosen symbol of 

suffragists as the fight 

for women’s right to 

vote entered its final 

phase in the Tennes-

see State Legislature 

nearly 100 years ago.  
 

Following Linda’s presentation, remain-

ing board members also recognized 

colleagues - and Janet surprised Linda 

with a special cartoon drawn by local 

favorite Jan Eliot. As a number of other 

members shared kind words, let’s just 

say that a few eyes were teary.  
 

We cannot thank enough these four 

women for their years of service, their 

good humor and wisdom and hard 

work, and their commitment to a “more 

perfect democracy.” They’ll contribute in 

other ways, and we wish them the best 

kind of R&R! 
 

Thank you, too, to the members who 

made the annual meeting happen with 

setup, cleanup, and agenda planning. 

More brains and more hands make the 

world go round. 

Keli Osborn 

ANNUAL MEETING RECAP 
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COUNTING DOWN TO 100 

2020 - Celebration and Reckoning by Keli Osborn, Vice President 

The 19th Amendment to the US Constitution granting 

women the right to vote and prohibiting any US citizen from 

denying the right to vote based on sex was ratified in 1920. 

The same year, the League of Women Voters was founded 

to help 20 million women carry out their responsibilities as 

voters. 
 

These 2020 anniversaries are cause for celebration. But, 

history’s rarely tidy.  
 

Carrie Chapman Catt founded the League of Women Voters 

during the convention of the National American Woman 

Suffrage Association. Readers of Elaine Weiss’s The 

Woman’s Hour: The Great Fight to Win the Vote know that 

when ratification of the 19
th
 Amendment shifted to Tennes-

see during the summer of 2020, Catt distanced her groups’ 

interests from those of black women and men.  
 

Like so many human and civil rights struggles, the fight for 

women’s suffrage highlighted sexism, class, religious dif-

ferences, corporate interests, and state’s rights. And, as 

Weiss says, “…race was an issue in suffrage from the very 

beginning because it comes out of the abolition move-

ment.”  Many suffragists started out as abolitionists and 

advocated universal rights after the Civil War—opposing the 

legal protection and voting rights for African American men 

guaranteed by the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments 

unless women were included.  
 

There weren’t just differences over strategies and tactics. A 

number of white women’s suffrage leaders used racist and 

anti-immigrant arguments in the decades leading up to the 

vote on the 19
th
 Amendment. In 1913 (two years before 

“Birth of a Nation” screened at the White House for Presi-

dent Woodrow Wilson), white organizers asked black partici-

pants in a suffragist parade to march at the back instead of 

with their state delegations. Anti-lynching crusader Ida B. 

Wells refused.  
 

As we look toward 2020, we can find ways to celebrate and 

reckon with the legacy we’ve inherited:    

Learn our history and understand how it continues to 

influence voting rights today, as well as League 

membership and effectiveness.  

Promote the League’s mission of expanding voter ac-

cess, limiting big money in politics, creating fair 

redistricting, and fighting voter suppression. 

Embrace the League’s commitment to diversity, equity 

and inclusion—as an organization and in our per-

sonal actions.  
 

Observing 2020’s twin anniversaries offers 

an opportunity to remember those in whose 

footsteps we walk, from Elizabeth Cady 

Stanton and Charlotte Vandine Forten, Sr., to 

Sarah Remond and Alice Paul. We can honor 

suffragist Mabel Ping-Hua Lee, barred from 

citizenship and voting until 1943 by the Chi-

nese Exclusion Act—and many others, such 

as Wilhelmina Kekelaokalaninui  

Widemann Dowsett, who founded the 

National Women’s Equal Suffrage  

Association of Hawai’i (WESAH), the first 

Hawaiian suffrage organization.  
 

We also can revisit history closer to 

home. Though women attained the 

right to vote in Oregon in 1912, this 

came only after the question was on the 

ballot six times! Coalitions from many  

communities were needed to make it happen. Dozens of 

groups across the state took on the issue, including the 

Men’s Equal Suffrage League of Multnomah County, a Chi-

nese American equal suffrage league, and a league repre-

senting African American suffragists.  
 

Among the leaders were Abigail Scott 

Duniway, an organizer, writer and  

editor who devoted more than 40 

years to the cause, and Harriet “Hattie” 

Redmond, president of the Colored 

Women’s Equal Suffrage Association, 

and namesake for a building on the 

Oregon State University campus that 

houses the Women’s Center.  
 

Their stories of hard work, courage, 

and perseverance are inspiring reminders of the ongoing 

efforts for a “more perfect democracy.” Thank you for your 

own work to move us—all of us—forward. 
 

Additional Resources 

Brent Staples, The New York Times: “How the Suffrage Move-

ment Betrayed Black Women,” July 28, 2018; “When the Suf-

frage Movement Sold Out to White Supremacy,” February 2, 

2019. 

 

Turning Point Suffragist Memorial, “African American 

Women Leaders in the Suffrage Movement,” edited by Edith 

Mayo, https://suffragistmemorial.org/african-american-

women-leaders-in-the-suffrage-movement/  

 

“Woman Suffrage in Oregon,” The Oregon Encyclopedia, a 

Project of the Oregon Historical Society, Kimberly Jensen.  

 

The Woman's Hour: The Great Fight to Win the Vote—Elaine 

Weiss, Viking, 2018.  

 

Interview with Elaine Weiss by Alex Kane, on the website, 

Women’s Suffrage and the Media,  

http://suffrageandthemedia.org/source/interview-elaine-weiss-on-

her-book-the-womans-hour-the-great-fight-to-win-the-vote/  

 

20 Suffragists to Know for 2020.  

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/womenshistory/20-for-2020.htm  

 

 
Lee 

Redmond 

https://suffragistmemorial.org/african-american-women-leaders-in-the-suffrage-movement/
https://suffragistmemorial.org/african-american-women-leaders-in-the-suffrage-movement/
http://suffrageandthemedia.org/source/interview-elaine-weiss-on-her-book-the-womans-hour-the-great-fight-to-win-the-vote/
http://suffrageandthemedia.org/source/interview-elaine-weiss-on-her-book-the-womans-hour-the-great-fight-to-win-the-vote/
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/womenshistory/20-for-2020.htm


Thanks to our       

2018-19 Directory        

Advertisers  

 

Lane Forest Products 

Baker Bay Bead Company 

Christine Dambach,                

Farmers Insurance 

 

Eugene Hotel Retirement 

Unique Properties  

Aayres Appliance Repair 

Ambrosia 

Bel Ami 

Coburg Road Car Wash 

Dot Dotson’s 

Eugene’s Flower Home 

Long's Meat Market  

Mighty Mow 

Platinum Packaging 

Studio d  Hair Salon 

338 West 11th Ave., Suite 101, Eugene, OR 97401  541-343-7917 

For the latest information visit our website  http://lwvlc.org/ 

http://lwvlc.org/get-involved/donate/ 

CALENDAR  

(For more information see page reference.) 

 

JUNE 

4, 10:30 am - Redistricting work group, League office       (pg 8) 

4, 2 pm - Appeals court hearing of Juliana v. United States  (pg 5) 

5, 9:30 am - Action committee, League office                     (pg 3) 

8, 3 pm - End gun violence event, Alton Baker park             (pg 5) 

12, 2 pm - Voter Service, League office                               (pg 4) 

19, 1:30 pm - Board meeting, League office 

20, 2 pm - Membership committee, League office               (pg 5) 
 

JULY 

18, 5-7 pm - League 101 - Tsunami Books        (pg 2) 

 

July/August Argus submission deadline to be determined 

LWVLC Summer Office Hours 

Tuesday and Thursday 

11 am - 1:30 pm 

FOR THE SAKE OF CONSISTENCY AND 

THE SANITY OF OUR TREASURER 

Our League has decided to use a more complete membership 

application than the one which appeared in this space.  

It’s on our website at this link  

 

https://lwvlc.org/wp-content/uploads/Annual-Dues-Statement-2019.pdf 
 

Old school? Call the League office and ask for an application. 

 541-343-7917 

http://lwvlc.org/get-involved/donate/
https://lwvlc.org/wp-content/uploads/Annual-Dues-Statement-2019.pdf

