
ANNUAL MEETING 

An award honoring Kappy 

Eaton was a highlight of our 

Annual Meeting in early May. 

The certificate, signed by 

LWVUS President Elizabeth 

MacNamara, was special rec-

ognition of her 60 years of 

League membership. In pre-

senting the award, Susan 

Tavakolian noted Kappy’s 

service to the AAUW in addi-

tion to her many roles at the 

local, state and national 

League. She also received a 

statewide Oregon Governor’s 

Award in 2010 for Out-

standing Lifetime Volunteer 

Achievement. Susan pointed 

out that Kappy does have 

other interests and had ex-

pressed some regret at hav-

ing to miss the Oregon 

spring football game to at-

tend Annual Meeting, where 

she served as parliamentar-

ian. She and Susan are our 

delegates to the LWVUS con-

vention in Dallas in June. In-

cidentally, Kappy’s first na-

tional convention was 50 

years ago, in 1964 with 

President Lyndon Johnson as 

the speaker 

 

In other action, all existing 

program positions were 

adopted and no new local 

studies were proposed. 

LWVOR is expected to pro-

vide material on its Children 

at Risk and Higher Education 

studies for next year. Susan 

said in the absence of a pro-

gram chair, the board had 

decided to seek a represen-

tative from each unit to 

help choose topics and 

plan EveryMember material 

for meetings. She and Mary 

Keating plan to attend units 

in May and ask for volun-

teers. 

 

Janet Calvert, chair of the 

committee (known as the 

Diamonds) planning our 

75th anniversary event, 

announced that former 

Governor Barbara Roberts 

had agreed to speak. 

It will be held Sunday, Oc-

tober 19 at a yet-to-be-

determined venue. 

 

STATE COUNCIL 

Susan Tavakolian reports 

on LWVOR State Council in 

Roseburg in mid-May: I 

think the most interesting 

part of the Council was the 

speakers. One speaker was 

Dr. Patty M. Scott, President 

of Southwestern Oregon 

Community College, who 

spoke on "When Genera-

tions Collide." She spoke 

about generational identity, 

ranging from the "silent 

generation" (born 1925-

1945) to the millennials 

(born 1982-2002). Each 

generation has its own 

state of mind and its defin-

ing moments. If we want to 

recruit members from the 

various generational 

groups, then we need to 

understand the differing 

values of each generation. 

League of Women Voters of Lane County 

JUNE 2014 

In particular, the millenni-

als are a group that we 

want to understand better. 

They are creative, smart, 

high-tech, confident, col-

laborative, and personal 

safety is their number one 

concern. They grew up 

with parents who were 

highly involved in their 

lives; they were sheltered 

and are comfortable with 

zero tolerance; they be-

lieve that they can achieve 

great things and they ex-

pect recognition for work 

well done; they are team-

oriented and the social 

aspects of a job are impor-

tant; they feel pressured 

and want responses imme-

diately; they are very com-

fortable with social net-

working and gather around 

the "virtual water cooler"; 

they have high expecta-

tions for success and want 

to have a balance between 

work and life. 

 

My take on her presenta-

tion is that we need to be 

mindful of the values of 

other generations as we 

recruit new members and 

think about the future of 

the League. 

 

The other presentation was 

by Tom Bowerman, who is 

the Project Director of the 

Policy-interactive Climate 

and Public Policy Research 

Project. His presentation, 
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"We're Closer Than We 

Think", showed that Orego-

nians are closer in beliefs 

on major issues than one 

might expect. His talk was 

based on the third Oregon 

Values and Beliefs Survey. 

 

We heard the results of this 

survey earlier in the year, 

and it was the subject of the 

(Continued from page 1) Presidents’ Column in the 

February 2014 Argus. 

 

THANK YOU! 

Dian Missar first became 

coordinator of the Cottage 

Grove unit in 1981, accord-

ing to our League directo-

ries. It was a shock, there-

fore, when she announced 

recently that she was step-

ping down from that post.  

 

Her persistence and dedica-

tion have been an enor-

mous part of the unit’s lon-

gevity, but she has defi-

nitely earned her retire-

ment. Many thanks to Dian 

for her efforts, and we 

hope she will continue to 

be an active member of the 

group. 

Board Notes continued 

Still interested in agriculture information?  
 

Central Oregon produces 85 percent of the hybrid carrot seed planted in the U.S.  

Due to research at Oregon State University, farmers switching from overhead  wa-

tering to drip irrigation realize a 22 percent increase in seed yield while reducing 

water use by half.  Now about three quarters of the 4,000 acres of carrot seed in 

central Oregon is drip irrigated.  This seed is of higher quality and fetches higher 

prices. 

Oregon’s Agriculture Progress, Winter 2014 

Submitted by Janet Calvert 

May unit meetings focused on Lane 

County Government. Fifty seven members 

attended the meetings at seven locations.  

 

Members had a good discussion about the 

advantages and disadvantages for voters 

and for candidates of electing the county 

commissioners at large. However, when 

asked if the League should change its cur-

rent position, which states " The Board of 

Commissioners should have five members, 

living in districts to assure representation 

of all parts of the County," members ex-

pressed little interest in doing so.   

 

Members also discussed modifying the 

descriptions of the commissioner districts 

that now appear in the Lane County Char-

ter in order to better reflect the current 

population distribution. Although a few 

units favored doing so, there was no con-

sensus that changing the names of the 

districts would be beneficial. 

 

There was discussion of the Lane County 

Charter provisions which currently grant 

both legislative and administrative author-

ity to the Board of Commissioners. Mem-

bers affirmed their support of the League's 

position the Board should be the legisla-

tive and policy-making body but should 

appoint a professional administrator to per-

form administrative duties.  

 

In conclusion, based on member input at 

unit meetings, the study committee is not 

recommending any changes to the Lane 

County Government Position, as revised 

May 2013.  

 

Some other strategies were suggested by 

members, as follows:   

1) LWVLC should volunteer to provide a 

representative for the Charter Review Com-

mittee, which is required to be formed by 

July 1,  2020, and for the Committee ap-

pointed to recommend a plan to redraw 

commissioner district boundaries in re-

sponse to the 2020 federal census.   

2) Establishing an internal audit function 

might assist the Board of  Commissioners 

in supervising the professional administra-

tor.  

3) One unit advocated conducting addi-

tional research about "at large" elections in 

comparable counties throughout the na-

tion. 

Submitted by  

Pat McDaniels, Merle Bottge,  

Suzanne Boyd and Pat Hocken 



Next Action 

Committee 

Meeting 

9:30 am - June 4    

League Office   

(this meeting only )

Any League member is 

welcome to attend.  

 

There will be no 

Action Committee 

meeting in July.  
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2013-15 General Fund 

Revenue: June Forecast 

Oregon continues its slow, 

steady recovery from the 

Great Recession which 

started in 2007 and ended 

nationally in 2009. Oregon 

traditionally is more greatly 

impacted by the economic 

downturns and takes longer 

to recover. The General 

Fund revenue forecast for 

the 2013-15 biennia at the 

close of the 2013 legislative 

session (July 8) was $15.5 

billion, not including $1.1 

billion projected for the Lot-

tery. The June forecast Gen-

eral Fund revenue for the 

biennia is now $15.7 billion, 

up $220.5 million for the 

year, while the Lottery fore-

cast went down $4.5 mil-

lion. At this time, the Kicker 

law is not expected to be 

activated, either for per-

sonal or corporate income 

taxpayers. The 2% over -

forecast level would be 

$73.9 million for individuals 

and $15.7 million for corpo-

rations.     
 

The positive factors in the 

forecast include the growth 

in employment (particularly 

in construction and manu-

facturing), increased per-

sonal income taxes, lower 

income tax refunds, a 2012-

13 General Fund reversion 

of $24 million, and growth 

across the state, not just in 

the Portland metro area. On 

the negative side are the 

$125 million in 2014 legis-

lative allocations, lower es-

tate tax revenue, and lower 

final tax payments. 

 

Oregon’s reserve funds are 

found in three places: the 

Rainy Day Fund, the Educa-

tion Stability Fund and the 

General Fund ending bal-

ance. The current total is 

$69.5 million. The latest 

forecast projection lists the 

Rainy Day Fund at $210.7 

million, the Educational Sta-

bility Fund at $177.7 mil-

lion, and the General Fund 

at $164.9 million, for a bi-

ennia ending balance of 

$553.3 million. 

 

Proposed 2014 Citizen 

Petitions: One Month To Go 

July 3 is the deadline to sub-

mit signed initiative peti-

tions to the Secretary of 

State for the November 4 

General Election, and sev-

eral have just received their 

certification to collect. Ini-

tially, there were 59 peti-

tions filed; 34 of them have 

been withdrawn; five have 

turned in petitions for sig-

nature verification; and the 

status of some is unknown.  

Of the 4 that have just re-

cently had ballot titles ap-

proved, 3 are on the same 

subject.   

 

Signatures have been 

turned in to the Elections 

Division during the continu-

ing 30 day intervals after 

certification for the follow-

ing: 

8 - The Right to Marry and 

Religious Protection Consti-

tutional amendment allow-

ing same sex marriage and 

protect individuals from 

discrimination based on 

religious beliefs. 

21, 22 and 53 - These 

deal with the Control, Regu-

lation and Taxation of mari-

juana. 

34 - The Gender Equity 

Constitutional amendment. 

 

Those that are being ac-

tively circulated, but haven’t 

yet turned in signatures 

include: 

25 - This is the Genome 

Protection Constitution 

amendment. 

47 - This is a proposal for 

the Oregon Liquor Moderni-

zation Act, somewhat simi-

lar to Washington. 

51,54 and 55 - These are 

proposals for Fair and Uni-

fied Elections, Unified Pri-

mary Elections, and an Open 

Primary. 

 

THINK BEFORE YOU INK!   

Voting Rights Discussion: 

Oregon is Not Immune 

On April 28, the National 

Voting Rights Commission 

held a Northwest Hearing in 

Seattle at the University of 

Washington Law School. The 

Leagues of Women Voters of 

Washington and Oregon were 

co-sponsors of the four hour 

discussion, and the states 

involved on the five panels 

also included professionals 

and politicians from Idaho 

and Montana. Issues in-

cluded problems with regis-

tration, the disabled, crimi-

nals, and election informa-

tion and voter participation.  

 

Former LWVOR President and 

Action Team member Marge 

Easley and Kappy Eaton, 

LWVOR Action Governance 

Coordinator, spoke as part of 

two panels.  

 

Marge provided information 

on the status of felons who 

have served their sentences 

but are barred from voting in 

many states. Oregon does 

allow these persons to par-

ticipate in elections, but 

there are barriers of various 

kinds in the rest of the re-

gion, and some are never 

allowed to vote. (Page  8) 

 

Kappy discussed the Oregon 

proposal to modernize voter 

registration by automatic 

electronic means through the 

DMV license program which 

was brought forward unsuc-

cessfully during the 2013 

legislative session and will 

appear again in 2015. The 

(Continued on page 4) 

 ACTION - State of the State   

 by Kappy Eaton, Action Co-chair 



 

June Action  

Committee Meeting 

Rob Zako, the executive 

director of Better Eugene 

Springfield Transit (BEST), 

will attend the next action 

meeting (new location - see 

previous page) to provide an 

update on the West Eugene 

EmX and future EmX routes. 

He also wants to hear from 

League members about the 

role of transit in the commu-

nity.  

 

BEST is also sponsoring a 

Community Conversation on 

Transit on Tuesday June 10 

at 5 p.m. at the LCC Down-

town Center. The meeting, 

which is open to anyone, is 

an opportunity to share your 

thoughts about transit in 

our metropolitan area.  

 

Lane County Budget  

The League has followed the 

deliberations of the Lane 

County Budget Committee 

and intends to testify before 

the Lane County Commis-

sioners (BCC) in June in sup-

port of the 2014-15 budget 

approved by the Budget 

Committee.  

 

In late April the interim 

county administrator pre-

sented a proposed budget 

to the Budget Committee for 

the FY 15 fiscal year, which 

begins July 1, 2014. The 

Budget Committee spent 

several meetings learning 

from department heads 

about the details of the pro-

posal, and at its meeting on 

May 13, the committee ap-

proved the administrator's 

proposal with a few minor 

changes. The next steps are 

for the Board of Commis-

sioners to hold a public 

hearing and to adopt a 

budget before June 30.  

In general, the budget the 

BCC is considering is a 

status quo budget that 

maintains services and em-

ployees at the same levels as 

the current fiscal year. Spe-

cifically, the five-year local 

option levy approved by vot-

ers in 2013, is providing a 

second year of funding for 

the same level of jail beds 

and juvenile services.  

 

Twenty-four-hour Sheriffs 

patrols will again be pro-

vided by using reserves 

transferred to the General 

Fund from the Road Fund.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The District Attorney's office 

will receive grant funding to 

add two assistant district 

attorneys for county prose-

cution. Other county depart-

ments are budgeted at 

about the same levels as the 

current year.  

 

However, the future financial 

situation for the County 

LOCAL ACTION - Pat Hocken, Action Co-chair 
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does not look so rosy. The 

budget is balanced at this 

level for FY15 partly be-

cause of the unexpected 

receipt of a final federal 

Secure Rural Schools pay-

ment in late 2013, which 

the BCC set aside for the 

2014-15 period. Looking 

out a few years, serious 

shortfalls in resources for 

the General Fund and the 

Road Fund are projected 

due the constraints of Ore-

gon's property tax laws 

and the uncertainty of fed-

eral payments in lieu of 

taxes (PILT) and federal 

timber revenue. In such a 

scenario, severe cuts to 

services and staff would be 

required.  

 

The BCC is aware of these 

potential challenges and 

actively working to find 

resources to close budget-

ary gaps. Nonetheless, our 

testimony will include the 

following reminder to 

them. "The League has 

previously urged the Com-

missioners to develop a 

ten-year public safety plan 

to address all aspects of 

this critical county service.  

 

We continue to believe that 

the adoption of such a plan 

to define and find ways to 

implement a balanced pub-

lic safety approach is es-

sential, especially in the 

context of budgetary 

gaps."   

Commission had asked 

other panel members about      

overseas voting, particularly 

for military personnel, and 

she was able to describe 

Oregon’s procedure with 

ballots sent electronically 

and returned by fax with the 

required signature. We 

(Continued from page 3) struggle, as do the other 

states, with providing good 

opportunities for disabled 

voters to participate. There 

is improving technology, 

but there are not enough 

machines or assistance 

available. (page 8) 

 

Several panelists referred to 

Oregon’s vote by mail sys-

tem which avoids many 

problems, and there was 

general agreement that the 

Northwest does not have 

the more restrictive laws 

regarding voter registration 

and voter access being en-

acted in the East and Middle 

West.  



Page 5 

 Are you listening to the na-

tional news?  

 

Are you aware of the laws 

that are being passed in 

North Carolina, Texas, Kan-

sas, and Arizona?  

 

Forty-one states have intro-

duced some form of restric-

tion on voting rights and 18 

laws have been passed. 

 

In Oregon, we feel shel-

tered, somewhat, from 

these voting challenges, but 

we are not. If it can happen 

in other states, it cam hap-

pen here. Our only chance 

is to be vigilant, educate 

ourselves about what is 

happening and be pro-

active when necessary. 

Voter Service committee is 

a way that you can help 

our league lead the com-

munity through education, 

observation and action. 

 

Join the Voter Service com-

mittee. With 2014/16 elec-

tions we need to have an 

active presence in the com-

munity. Please call or email 

about your interest. I NEED 

YOUR HELP! Thanks, 
 

Rhonda Livesay,            

541-228-4373 or email at              

livesayr@comcast.net 

VOTER SERVICE NEEDS YOU! 

by Rhonda Livesay, Chair 

Lane County League has 

been selected to host the 

state convention in 2015. It 

will be held at the Valley 

River Inn on May 1-3. Once 

again this is a call to action. 

We will need individuals to 

help with various duties; 

registration clerks, certifi-

cation chair, Party theme 

and decorations, pages, 

etc.. It will be a fun event 

especially if our creative 

members put their heads 

together! 

 

Want to participate? What 

do you enjoy doing? Let’s 

be the envy of the state by 

putting on the best show in 

town. You’re invited, call me 

at 541-228-4373, or email 

at livesayr@comcast.net.  

Rhonda Livesay 

WE HAVE BEEN SELECTED!! 

What an accomplishment!  

This year marks the 75
th

 

anniversary of the League in 

Lane County. The Lane 

County Chapter of the Ore-

gon League was formed 

March 9, 1939 and Mrs. 

Genevieve Turnipseed  was 

elected president by a paid-

up membership of 60. With 

the beginning of the war, 

membership dropped to 27, 

but League survived and by 

1944 League began to 

grow.  

 

Mark your calendar and 

save October 19, Sunday 

afternoon, for a celebration 

featuring Governor Barbara 

Roberts, food, beverage, 

exhibits, and activities for 

members and supporters.  

In typical League style, we 

want this event to be excit-

ing, informative, inspira-

tional and fun. Attending 

the event will be free of 

charge. The venue and 

more details will come as 

they are decided.   

 

We need your help. Please 

search those boxes under 

the bed or elsewhere for 

old League photos or docu-

ments that you would like 

to share. We encourage you 

to tell  us about  your favor-

ite League activity or mem-

ory by writing a short (three 

or four sentences- not more 

then 250 words) piece for 

the ARGUS. We will feature 

one or more of these 

memories each month. Send 

your article to ARGUS edi-

tor, Charlcie Kaylor,  

charlcie@efn.org.   

 

Contact  any member of the 

Diamond committee if you 

find a League treasure that 

you are willing to share.   

Lets make this a year of 

memories, new accomplish-

IT’S OUR 75TH BIRTDAY - Janet Calvert 

ments  and conviction that 

every voter and vote does 

make a difference. 

 

The Diamond Committee:  

Flo Alvergue, Sue Boyd, 

Kappy Eaton, Becky Glad-

stone,  Jennifer Haynes, 

Charlcie Kaylor, Rhonda 

Livesay, Susan Tavakolian,  

Janet Calvert, Chair. 

LWVOR 
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Despite the May showers, 

the long-awaited agriculture 

field trip was a great suc-

cess. Thirty-nine of us 

boarded the bus for Corval-

lis and the National Clonal 

Germplasm Repository, a 

federal facility funded by 

the USDA. (Our original date 

for the field trip last Octo-

ber was cancelled by the 

government shutdown.)  

 

We were greeted by Dr. Kim 

Hummer, the research 

leader. Dr. Hummer’s focus 

is strawberries, and she 

gave us a fascinating and 

enthusiastic description of 

her work and how the re-

pository aids genetic re-

searchers from around the 

world. The repository, dedi-

cated in 1961, preserves 

economically important 

crops and their wild rela-

tives, including, hazelnuts, 

hops, various berries and 

other specialty crops. 

Because of the rain, we 

skipped viewing the field 

crops and instead saw the 

greenhouses and tissue cul-

ture facilities. We were sur-

prised when Jeanine De-

Noma, the tissue culture 

technician, mentioned that 

she had been a member of 

our League when she was 

living in Springfield some 

years ago. 

 

Returning to the bus, we 

headed for lunch at Gather-

ing Together Farm just 

south of Philomath. Started 

in 1987, the farm produces 

certified organic fruits and 

vegetables on over 50 acres 

near the Mary's River. The 

menu included a salad of 

beautiful greens from the 

farm, duck leg with polenta 

and cheesecake. 

 

After lunch, we went out for 

a muddy tour led by Gather-

ing Together co-owner John 

Eveland. The farm, which 

employs more than 80 

workers during the summer, 

uses plastic-covered houses 

to start a variety of crops 

long before soil tempera-

tures would permit outdoor 

planting. We saw one green-

house with grafted toma-

toes several feet high in 

flower and setting fruit. 

Corn awaiting transplanting 

STATE ACTION - CONTINUED  

to the field in warmer weather 

was growing in another. 

 

Farmers’ markets have been 

the major vending outlet since 

the beginning, and the farm 

currently sells in Corvallis, the 

Portland area, including Bea-

verton, and Newport. It also 

delivers weekly to restaurants 

in Corvallis and Portland. Its 

own restaurant and shop, the 

Farm Stand, is open Tuesday 

through Saturday. 

 

For more information on the 

seed repository, see its web 

site at 

http://www.ars.usda.gov/mai

n/site_main.htm?modecode=5

3-58-15-00 

 

Information on the farm and a 

link to its chef’s blog can be 

found at 

http://www.gatheringtogether

farm.com/ 

FIELD TRIP! BY Sue Boyd 

Photos by  

Barbara Carter 
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Statement of Position on  

Federal Agriculture Policies 
As Announced by the Na-

tional Board May 2014 

The League believes that 

government should provide 

financial support for agri-

culture that includes disas-

ter assistance, crop insur-

ance, need-based loans and 

incentives to adopt best 

management practices.  

 

Support should be ex-

tended to specialty crops, 

such as fruits, vegetables 

and nuts, to new produc-

tion methods, such as or-

ganic, hydroponic, and ur-

ban practices, and to farms 

that supply local and re-

gional markets.  
 

Subsidized crop yield insur-

ance should be linked to 

implementation of best 

management practices with 

the subsidy denied for mar-

ginal or environmentally 

sensitive land. The pre-

mium subsidy for crop in-

surance should be available 

for a wide range of crops, 

such as fruits, vegetables 

and specialty crops. Gov-

ernment should limit the 

amount of the premium 

subsidy received by larger 

farms. 

 

The League supports poli-

cies that increase competi-

tion in agricultural markets. 

Antitrust laws should be 

enforced to ensure com-

petitive agricultural mar-

kets. Alternative marketing 

systems such as regional 

hub markets, farmers’ mar-

kets and farmer coopera-

tives should be promoted. 
 

Clean air and water regula-

tions should apply to all 

animal and aquaculture 

production and processing 

facilities, and not just to 

the very large confined ani-

mal feeding operations 

(CAFOs). Such regulations 

should be designed in a 

manner that takes into ac-

count environmentally 

sound technologies and the 

scale of the operation being 

regulated. Small size opera-

tions should not be granted 

automatic exemption from 

regulation.  
 

The League believes that 

government regulatory agen-

cies dealing with animal and 

aquaculture production 

should have adequate au-

thority and funding to 1) 

enforce regulations and 2) 

gather information that sup-

ports monitoring the im-

pacts of all animal feeding 

and aquaculture operations 

on human and animal health 

and the environment.  
 

Government should fund 

basic research related to 

agriculture. Government 

funded research should also 

address the impact of new 

technologies on human 

health and the environment 

prior to widespread adop-

tion of products developed 

with such technologies. As-

sessment of products devel-

oped with new technologies 

should be conducted as 

transparently as possible, 

while respecting intellectual 

property rights. Research 

should be funded to support 

the continuation of diversi-

fied and sustainable agricul-

tural systems, such as seed 

banking and promoting and 

preserving genetic diversity. 

 

To provide adequate safety 

of our food supply, govern-

ment should: 

 Clarify and enforce pre-

market testing require-

ments for foods and 

food additives devel-

oped using any new 

chemical technology, 

such as genetic engi-

neering or nanotechnol-

ogy;  

 Require developers to 

monitor all such new 

food products devel-

oped after releasing to 

the market;  

 Require developers of 

such new food products 

to provide data and 

other materials to inde-

pendent third parties for 

pre- and post-marketing 

safety assessment;  

 Fund independent third 

party risk assessment 

examining how long 

term and multiple expo-

sures to such new foods 

affect human health and 

the environment;  

 Withdraw marketing ap-

proval and require recall 

if such products are 

shown to be unsafe; 

 Require post-market 

monitoring of human 

health and environ-

mental impacts for phar-

maceutical applications 

used in animal and 

aquaculture production; 

 Limit use of antibiotics 

in animal production to 

the treatment of dis-

ease;  

 Promote crop manage-

ment practices that de-

crease dependency on 

added chemicals; and  

 Fund, employ and train 

sufficient personnel for 

assessment and compli-

ance functions of regula-

tory agencies.  

 

The League supports gov-

ernment developing and 

requiring more informative 

and standardized definitions 

on product labeling. Food 

labeling and advertising 

should display only ap-

proved health and safety 

claims and an accurate rep-

resentation of the required 

ingredient and nutrition 

lists. The League supports 

consumer education about 

labeling of foods developed 

using any new technology. 
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National Commission on Voting Rights Hearing in Seattle 

April 28, 2014. 

Voting Rights for Ex-

felons. 

National Commission on 

Voting Rights, Pacific 

Northwest Regional Hear-

ing. 

   A citizen’s right to vote has 

been a core tenet of the 

League of Women Voters 

since its founding in 1920. 

That’s why I’m here on be-

half of the League of Women 

Voters of Oregon to speak 

about a voting rights issue 

that impacts nearly six mil-

lion citizens across the coun-

try. The citizens I refer to are 

ex-felons who live in states 

that exclude them from vot-

ing, in some cases for the 

rest of their lives. This denial 

of a basic democratic right 

makes no sense if we accept 

the idea that those who have 

paid their debt to society 

should be encouraged to 

become fully engaged citi-

zens.  

   I’d like to briefly explain 

my own connection to this 

issue. This past year I helped 

to teach a series of classes 

on civic engagement to a 

group of women inmates at 

Coffee Creek Correctional 

Facility in Wilsonville, Ore-

gon. These women all had 

less than two years to com-

plete on their sentences and 

were working to gain the 

skills necessary to enter the 

work force and integrate into 

the community upon their 

release. They learned that, 

thankfully, Oregon is one of 

14 states that restores the 

right to vote immediately 

upon release from prison. 

However, they were shocked 

to find out that 24 states 

disenfranchise those on pa-

role and/or probation, while 

11 others permanently disen-

franchise some or all ex-

felons.  

   This patchwork of convo-

luted state disenfranchise-

ment laws is not only confus-

ing but patently unfair, given 

that the Equal Protection 

Clause in the 14th Amend-

ment of the United States 

Constitution states “No state 

shall…deny to any person 

within its jurisdiction the 

equal protection of the laws.” 

To make matters worse, ac-

cording to a 2008 study by 

the ACLU and the Brennan 

Center for Justice, great num-

bers of state election officials 

do not understand basic voter 

eligibility rules or registration 

procedures for people with 

criminal convictions. Inaccu-

rate information provided to 

ex-felons may lead them to 

unwittingly register and vote, 

thereby committing a new 

crime.  

   Many of the disenfranchise-

ment laws originated in the 

days of Jim Crow to prevent 

access to the ballot box. 

Tragically, today, due to the 

perpetuation of unfair sen-

tencing laws, this pattern of 

disenfranchisement continues 

to have a hugely dispropor-

tionate effect on African-

Americans. A disturbing sta-

tistic is that 13 percent of 

black men are barred from 

voting today. 

While states hold the power to 

mandate state voting laws, it 

follows that the federal gov-

ernment should be empow-

ered to determine who can 

vote in federal elections. The 

Democracy Restoration Act, 

originally introduced in the 

U.S. Senate in 2010, was again 

introduced on April 10th of 

this year. This legislation 

would not only restore voting 

rights in federal elections to 

those released from prison 

and living in the community, it 

would ensure the dissemina-

tion of clear, accurate infor-

mation about these rights.  

   The League of Women Vot-

ers of Oregon urges this Com-

mission to provide as much 

support as possible at both 

the state and national levels 

for efforts to restore voting 

rights to ex-felons upon re-

lease from prison. These ves-

tiges of discrimination and 

racism should play no part in 

a modern democratic society.  

Marge Easley 

Past-President, LWVOR 

April 28, 2014 

Voter Registration and 

Voter Participation in    

Oregon. 

Northwest Voting Rights 

Commission Hearing in 

Seattle. 

   Beginning during its earliest 

days as the Oregon Territory, 

in 1846 the settlers estab-

lished voting rights while 

seeking statehood. During the 

past two decades, it has been 

a priority of Oregon Secretar-

ies of State to move forward in 

encouraging both voter regis-

tration and voter participation. 

In 1991, the Legislature 

passed the legislation creating 

voter registration via the DMV, 

before the Congress passed 

the National Voting Rights Act 

and Motor Voter as it became 

known. With the advent of the 

Help America Vote Act, HAVA, 

Oregon used the funds to cre-

ate a Centralized Voter Regis-

tration system, aids for assist-

ing disabled citizens to regis-

ter and vote, as well as help-

ing to fund the League’s Easy 

to Read and Spanish Votes’ 

Guides during the General 

Elections. 

   Secretary of State Kate 

Brown introduced the mod-

ernization of voter registration 

legislation as a priority during 

the 2013 legislative session. It 

called for the DMV to forward 

electronically to the Elections 

Division the names of all new 

vehicle and reregistering li-

cense holders. Upon receipt, 

any person who was not al-

ready registered to vote, 

would be automatically regis-

tered in the state system, re-

ceive a notification card and a 

post-paid reply card to use if 

they chose to opt-out. They 

also would receive a notice 

from the appropriate county 

elections office. The law could 

be amended to add any state 

agency that collects the neces-

sary voter registration infor-

mation data of name, birth 

date and citizenship status to 

also forward the information 

to the state for the registra-

tion procedure. The bill had 

substantial hearings and 

amendments, passed the 

House, but died in the Senate. 

It will be introduced again dur-

ing the 2015 session. 

   There is a cadre of Orego-

nians, small but very vocal, 

who do not like our Vote by 

Mail system and continue to 

advocate for additional so-

called “safeguards” in county 

election offices. The system is 

well protected with many proc-

esses and procedures for han-

dling ballots and ensuring se-

cured and correct election re-

sults. The latest idea from this 

group was discussed during 

the 2014 session in a proposal 

to add a Defective Ballot Board 

in the elections offices for 

more citizen oversight. It died 

in committee, but will no 

doubt come up again in 2015. 

   Also introduced this year 

was a new threat to voter reg-

istration. It involves proof of 

residency. In addition to the 

current requirements of a pa-

per showing a legal mailing to 

the person at the address for 

registration purposes, other 

residency information would 

be necessary. The most seri-

ous requirement, however, is 

the mandate for the Secretary 

of State to research and imple-

ment a process for checking 

the residency of all Oregon 

registered voters. While the 

proposal did not receive a 

hearing during the short ses-

sion, it will be introduced in 

2015. It appears to be another 

one of those limits to citizen 

participation that are being 

enacted across the country. 

Among other problems, the 

cost would be enormous and 

the purpose unsubstantiated. 

   Thank you for this opportu-

nity to speak. 

Kappy Eaton, LWVOR 

 Governance Coordinator  
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Caption describing picture 

or graphic. 

Membership Form 

League of Women Voters Lane County  

As a member of the League, 
you will receive the monthly 
newsletter from LWVLC 
(Argus), which has informa-
tion about our monthly and 
unit meetings, and the quar-
terly newsletter from the 
Oregon League (Voter).  
 
Mail the form and check 
payable to LWVLC to:  
LWVLC                                 
338 West 11th Ave, Suite 101 
Eugene, OR 97401  

Individual $65  

Household (Two people at the same address) $97.50  

Student $20  

Individual after February 1st $32  

   

Name   

   

Address   

   

 Phone  

   

 Email (for League use only)  

Please give this      

to a friend 

Thanks to our       

2012-13 Directory        

Advertisers  

 

Lane Forest Products 

Baker Bay Bead Co. 

Eugene Hotel Retirement 

Home Force 

 

Osher Lifelong Learning 

Institute of U of O 

Aayres Appliance Repair 

Dot Dotson’s 

Kopi-O Cafe 

Long's Meat Market  

Studio d  Hair Salon 

Unique Properties  

ANNUAL MEETING 

Patrick Hicks and 

Sarah Mautner 

Kappy Eaton receiving 60 

year LWV award. 

Board members - Rhonda Livesay, Jennifer Haynes, Janet Calvert, Kathy Merwin-

Gonzales, Anne Best, Sue Tavakolian, Kappy Eaton, Marj Maxwell. 

Merle Bottge, Sue Boyd, Pat McDaniels 

Jennifer Haynes and Fran Boehner 

Eleanor Mulder 



338 West 11th Ave., Suite 101 

Eugene, OR 97401 

Phone: 541-343-7917 

league@lwvlc.org 

Lwvlc.org 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 

OF LANE COUNTY 

EDUCATING VOTERS 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE PAID 

EUGENE, OR 

PERMIT NO. 223 

JUNE 

No unit or briefing meetings 

4, 9:30 am - Action meeting, League office - pg 3 

18, 1:30 pm - Board meeting, League office 

23, 2 pm - Membership meeting, League office 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

July 23, Board Retreat (tentative date) 

October 19th, 75th Anniversary, page 5  

May 2015, LWVOR convention in Eugene, page 5 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission                                                                         
The League of  Women Voters, a  

nonpartisan political organization, 
encourages the informed and active  

participation in government,    
works to increase understanding of 

major public policy issues, and   
influences public policy through 

education and advocacy.  

CALENDAR 

Summer office hours begin in June  

The League office is open  

Monday and Thursday 

11 am to 1:30 pm  


