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QUOTES DURING INAUGURAL WEEK
We will press forward with speed and urgency, for we
have much to do in this winter of peril and possibility.
Much to repair.
Much to restore.
We've learned that quiet isn't always peace
Much to heal.
And the norms and notions of what just is,
Much to build.
And much to gain.
Isn't always just-ice

President Joseph R. Biden

There are serious challenges that our nation needs
to continue confronting. Our marching orders
from the American people are clear – we’re to
have a robust discussion and seek common
ground.
We must always keep in mind that we’re all
Americans. We all love this country. And we’re all
in this together.
Senator Mitch McConnell from the Senate floor

And yet, the dawn is ours
before we knew it
Somehow we do it
Somehow we weathered and witnessed
A nation that isn't broken
but simply unfinished...
And so we lift our gazes not to what stands between us
but what stands before us...
Amanda Gordon, the nation’s first youth poet laureate

Today, our nation begins the hard work of turning the page on a
dark chapter marked by racism, division, and incivility, as we set
out to write a new one of hope, freedom, and equality for all.

Senator Jeff Merkley

While it is tempting to choose this moment to relax, to let our newly inaugurated leaders
take things from here and clean up the messes, democracy cannot succeed if we sit back
and assume our elected officials will take care of everything on their own.

Rabbi Ruhi Sophia Motzkin Rubenstein, Temple Beth Israel

Virtual Third Thursday
Noon, February 18

SARAH MEDARY
Eugene City Manager

City of Eugene’s
2021 Challenges

Open to the public
To register, go to lwvlc.org
click on Register for Third Thursday.

See more about
Sarah Medary
on Page 5
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UNITS

Mary Keating, Chair

JOIN UNIT DISCUSSION IN FEBRUARY
SHOULD WASHINGTON, D.C. ACHIEVE STATEHOOD?
by Linda Ferdowsian, Program Co-chair
On January 6, 2021 Washington, D.C.
Mayor Muriel Bowser released the following statement on the path forward for
making DC the 51st state in the 117th
Congress.
“Washingtonians have waited over 200
years for the representation we deserve
as American citizens. And it is not just
the residents of D.C. who bear the burden of our disenfranchisement. To paraphrase Dr. King: when any American is
denied democracy, our entire nation is
denied those voices and votes. But now,
we are ready to finally fix this injustice
by getting statehood on President Biden’s
desk within the first 100 days of the
117th Congress. With our seats at the table, we can help build back better than

ever before. Just like the millions of
Americans who voted nationwide and the
thousands who organized and voted in
Georgia, we are ready to build a more
perfect union – one in which all voices
are heard, one in which we work together to uplift families in cities, and suburbs, and small towns, and one in which
the 712,000 residents of Washington DC
have full access to our nation’s democracy.” TheDCLine.org
You are invited to attend one of three
Zoom meetings, where we will be discussing the importance and possibilities
of DC becoming our 51st state. Contact
the unit discussion leader for the Zoom
link to attend.

UNIT MEETING TIMES
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 10 am
Discussion Leader:
Nancy Mills, nmills@trinity.edu
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2 pm
Discussion Leader: Mary Keating,
myrnalouise@hotmail.com
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 10 am

Discussion Leader: Linda Ferdowsian,
lferdowsian@yahoo.com

Virtual Briefing

Tuesday, February 2, 2 pm
Via Zoom - To receive the link
contact myrnalouise@hotmail.com.

MARCH UNIT CHOICE
At our February meetings each unit will be deciding on its program for March. Members may have a particular topic they would like to discuss, invite a guest speaker, watch a TED talk or video presentation, or a book
discussion, etc.
Linda Ferdowsian
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HEED THE ACTION COMMITTEE’S CALL
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by Terry Parker, Action Chair
“We’ll press forward with speed and urgency for we
have much to do in this winter of peril and significant
possibility. Much to do, much to heal, much to restore, much to build and much to gain.”
From President Joe Biden’s inauguration speech,
January 20, 2021

Transportation - Concerned about climate change?
Transportation is currently the largest source of
greenhouse gas emissions in the US. To be keyed into transportation, read Pat Hocken’s article below.

Housing & Homelessness - Is this on the top of your
“what can we do about this” list? Listen in on a Joint
Heed the call to action - Your League carries on with Meeting with the Eugene City Council and the Lane
work to do. Let us know YOUR concerns if you tune
County Board of County Commissioners on Homeless
into some of the opportunities in this article and
Services at Noon on Wednesday, February 10. Go to
those below.
the city or county websites for details.

Redistricting - The Eugene City Council has a work
session “2020 Census and Ward Population Update”
scheduled for Noon on Wednesday, February 17th.
Go to the City of Eugene’s website and find Webcast
and Meeting Materials for details on how to participate. We need Leaguers “in the room” via Zoom.

Action Committee Meeting
February 3, 10 am
Via Zoom - To receive the link
contact action@lwvlc.org.

https://eugene-or.gov/3360/Webcasts-and-Meeting-Materials

TRANSPORTATION PLANNERS SEEK
INPUT ON LINE by Pat Hocken
The Central Lane Metropolitan Planning Organization (CLMPO) is requesting comments from the community on the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) being developed for
the 2020-2045 period. The CLMPO
is the lead agency for regional
transportation planning and distribution of federal transportation
dollars to the Central Lane County
area. The Regional Transportation
Plan (RTP) when adopted in mid
2021 will apply to the area within
the urban growth boundaries of the
cities of Eugene, Springfield, and
Coburg and a small adjacent area
of unincorporated Lane County.
The RTP will address transportation
needs and priorities especially for
low-income and vulnerable populations, identify how to increase access to jobs and housing, support
climate recovery, reduce transportation-related greenhouse gases,
and identify new technologies. The
RTP is updated every four years in
order to satisfy the requirements of
federal and state funding sources
for an adopted plan that identifies
transportation needs and proposed
investments. The brief on-line sur-

vey takes about 10 minutes to complete and will be available through
February 28.
English:
https://openhouse.jla.us.com/lcog-rtp
Spanish: https://bit.ly/lcog-rtp-esp

The survey asks participants to rate
the existing regional transportation
environment including the road
network for cars and freight, the
network for biking both on and off
the street, and the network for
walking or rolling (for example, in a
mobility device such as a wheelchair) both on and off the street.
The survey also includes an interactive map that allows a participant to
post a concern or suggestion about
a specific geographic intersection,
road, path or trail and to read the
comments posted by other participants. LWVLC as an organization
may submit testimony on the RTP.
If you have concerns that you believe the LWVLC should consider for
inclusion in its comments, please
share them with Terry Parker, vicepresident and advocacy chair, at
action@lwvlc.org.
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VOTER SERVICE
by Paula Grisafi, Chair

The updated version of the LWVLC They Represent
You (TRY) leaflet is enclosed in this month’s Argus. It
contains the contact information for officials who
were in office after the November election. It is a convenient source for anyone wishing to know who their
representatives are and how they can communicate
with them.

For those who prefer, there is also a copy on the
LWVLC webpage. While the leaflet is updated after
November elections every two years, the online version is updated as needed and therefore may be more
current.

Voter Service Meeting
February 11, 10 am
Via Zoom - To receive the link
contact voterservice@lwvlc.org.

LEAGUE 101
by Veronika Walton, Membership Chair
We are happy to report that this year has seen a good
number of new members joining the League.
To offer an opportunity to get some answers to the
questions you might have, we will host a
League 101 by Zoom on February 11 at 4 pm.
• What motivated you to join the League?
• How can you get involved?
• What topics interest you?
• What is a unit meeting?
• What do different committees do?
• And whatever else is on your mind.

Save-the-date phone calls have been made to new
and newer members. More reminders will follow, including later an email with the link to the Zoom meeting.

Membership Committee Meeting
February 16, 2 pm
Via Zoom - To receive the link
contact membership@lwvlc.org.

GIVE YOURSELF A ROUND OF APPLAUSE!
by Marj Maxwell, Nutty Fruit Loop Chair
The 2020 fruit sale netted $4900
dollars. This accomplishment,
during an election year and in the
midst of a pandemic, is a testament to the extra work and reach
from all members. Thank you.

By now everyone should have received confirmation of your fruit
purchase and cash donations
generated through the fruit sale.
Electronic purchases included a
receipt with tax documentation.
Weishahn. Linda Ferdowsian, Gary Most tax documents were handed
Please extend thanks to the Nutty Harmon, Charlcie Kaylor and
out at fruit pick up. This docuFruit Loops committee: Sharon
Rhonda Livesay, were critical to
ment included purchases donated
Amasha, Sandra Bishop, Janet Cal- the success of the sale and merit to FOOD. Buyers directing their
vert, Barbara French, Mary Keatthanks for all their work. Office
purchase to FOOD for Lane Couning, Linda Lynch, Katie Loughary workers and family members got ty who did not pick up fruit had
(incoming chair), Terry Parker,
swept into service too, thank you. their receipt emailed or snail
Sharon Posner, Sue Reynolds, Kar- It has been a pleasure working
mailed to them.
la Rusow, June Stevens, Sheila
with everyone.
Sundahl, Jeanne Taylor and Freddi
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FEBRUARY THIRD THURSDAY SPEAKER
Sarah Medary
by Linda Lynch
In Mayor Vinis’ State of the City address, she referred
to a “cascade of crises” the city faced in 2020. It is a
familiar list at all levels of government, but in Eugene’s case, it required continuing to provide essential services while meeting the demands of the pandemic, homelessness, wildfires, racial justice and a
recession. It is the job of the city manager both to
administer the city under direction from the mayor
and the city council and also to bring professional
recommendations to them to assist in their decision
making, while constantly considering how to become
more equitable and resilient.

Sarah has a passion for the intersection of people and
places. She has been a voice of equity and inclusion
throughout her career and regularly invites new voices to help inform her thinking. Indeed, bringing new
voices to the table was a feature of the mayor’s State
of the City address.
Sarah was awarded the Assistant Excellence in Leadership Award by the International City/County Management Association (ICMA). She is a Credentialed Manager through ICMA.

As much as she loves her work, Sarah also loves
Considering the additional challenges of these current Oregon and finds happiness on a river with a fly rod
times, deciding where to look or act first must be a
in hand.
constant challenge. Sarah Medary will discuss the
issues the city faces in 2021, as well as bringing us
up to date on plans for a city hall. Yes, the city manager’s office has just moved again!
Sarah Medary was appointed city manager in June
2020. She has 24 years of experience with the city of
Eugene, including serving as City Manager Pro Tem,
Assistant City Manager, Planning and Development
Department Director, and Public Works Director. She
began her career with the city in 1996 as a maintenance employee with Parks and Open Space and has
since held many positions throughout the organization.

DOUBLE UP ON MASKS?
By Freddi Weishahn, Development Chair

Some researchers are recommending multiple layers of masks when entering more enclosed settings,
“One Mask Is Good. Would Two Be Better?”
New York Times, Jan. 14, 2021.
Our LWV/VOTE 411 logo masks are still available
and can be purchased for $10 on our website
www.lwvlc.org or by mailing a check to our LWVLC
office. Mask up, stay safe.
Chuck Crawford and Charlcie Kaylor
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by Donna Michel
Stand Your Ground laws allow a person to use deadly
force in self-defense in public, even if that force can
be safely avoided by retreating. Utah was the first
state to pass such a law in 1994. Since then 26 additional states have enacted Stand Your Ground laws
plus eight additional states have had de facto Stand
Your Ground standards established by court decisions, including Oregon. (Giffords Law Center)
The Florida law passed in 2005 with wide support
from the NRA. Studies since that time have shown
that Florida’s Stand Your Ground law has escalated
violence across the state:

•

Even so the measure the Ohio legislature passed allows the gunowner greater freedom in shooting and
then claiming self-defense. Although the Governor
threatened a veto, he eventually signed the measure
into law.
In defending his action the Governor said “While campaigning for governor, I expressed my support for
removing the ambiguity in Ohio’s self-defense law,
and Senate Bill 175 accomplishes this goal. That is
why I have signed this bill today.” The mayor of Dayton quickly responded “Our state needs principled
leaders who will stand up for what is right-not what is
politically easy.” (NPR; Ohio)

A 32% increase in rates of firearm homicide and a
24% increase in rates of homicide overall.

Post Script: January 8, 2021 marked the tenth anniversary of the Tucson, Arizona mass shooting that
• A 45% increase in firearm homicides among ado- gravely injured then Congresswoman Gabrielle
Giffords, killed six people and injured 13 others. In
lescents.
observing the anniversary Giffords said “On this
• A tripling of the number of homicides classified as morning ten years ago, my life and my community
“justifiable” in the five years after Florida enacted changed forever. The Tucson shooting shook our city
to its core. But it did not break me or the people I repits law.
resented in Congress. Instead, we came together,
Nationally approximately 30 to 50 people die each
turned our pain into purpose and along the way
month as a result of Stand Your Ground laws even
found hope in each other…My recovery has taught me
though proponents predicted these laws would not
that even the smallest victories can result in progress.
only decrease homicides but deter other crimes. (A
Each day, we are given a new opportunity to achieve a
joint report Southern Poverty Law Center & Giffords
safer America, and we must continue that struggle
Law Center)
through the next decade and beyond.” (Giffords Law
Center)
After the 2019 mass shooting in Dayton, Ohio the
Governor urged lawmakers to set Stand your Ground
aside in favor of a package of “common sense” gun
reforms. The proposals included raising penalties
against violent offenders caught with guns, expanding the ability for courts to confiscate firearms, and
improving the state’s background check process.

FROM LWVUS
Take Action: ERA Fight Comes to the 117th Congress
LWVUS has supported and pushed for ratification of the ERA since it was first passed by Congress in 1972.
Leagues across the country have worked to engage lawmakers and organize at the grassroots level to ensure
equal rights for all, regardless of sex. On January 27, 2020, Virginia became the 38th state to ratify the Equal
Rights Amendment.
Last February, the U.S. House successfully passed a bipartisan resolution removing the ratification deadline
on the Equal Rights Amendment, but it didn't make it through the Senate. As the new 117th Congress starts
their work, our fight for the ERA continues. The removal of the ratification deadline of ERA is once more a
priority in the new Congress, with both the House and Senate introducing resolutions advocating for it. The
House must take the lead and quickly pass this resolution.
There is more to do to get this across the finish line. Reach out to your representative now and urge
them to support legislation to remove the ERA’s ratification deadline.
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REMEMBRANCES OF PAT McDANIELS
by Pat Hocken
We mourn the loss of long-time
retarial school in New York as a
League member and leader Pat
young woman before studying to
McDaniels, who died on December be a librarian.
26 of COVID 19.
Sue Boyd offers the following
Pat moved to Eugene in 1964 to
memories about the smooth funcwork as a librarian at the Universi- tioning of the editing committee. "I
ty of Oregon and shortly afterwas delighted when Pat recruited
wards married UO Physics profes- me for the editing committee a
sor Dave McDaniels. And about
few years ago. Working with her
that time she joined the League of was always a positive. She was
Women Voters of Lane Counboth frank and fair, never leaving
ty!! For decades she had leaderany doubt about her opinions, and
ship roles on the LWVLC board,
did not like to waste time. She
including serving as vice presiwanted to get the job done but
dent. In addition she was a
unit hostess for many, many
years, and most recently
served as a unit coordinator
for the unit at Cascade Manor.
In her role as long-time chair
of the LWVLC Editing Committee her contributions impacted all members by ensuring that local study and
discussion reports (primarily
the monthly Everymember
materials) were coherent,
understandable, grammatical, informative and balanced. Whether the draft prepared by the study committee and presented to the editorial committee for review
was polished or somewhat
ragged, for many years Pat
managed the final document
on her computer. This was
definitely a niche in which
she used the BA in English she received from Whitman College in
Walla Walla, Washington and the
typing skills she mastered at a sec-

enjoy doing it, and she did. Over
the years, her efforts made the
League experience better for our
members.”

Pat was also a committed member
of the Friends of the Eugene Public
Library for many years, serving as
president of the Friends during the
planning of the new library. She
and husband Dave were also very
active volunteers for the book
sales that generated revenue for
the Friends’ support of the library.
In addition, Pat was a member of
Fortnightly Club of Eugene for almost 20 years. In fact, this column
was greatly enhanced by the biographical information found in the
transcript of an oral history
interview of Pat by two
members of the club in
2017.
Pat is survived by her husband Dave, her son Keith
who lives in the San Francisco area with his wife and
two of Pat’s grandchildren,
and her son Kevin who lives
in Southern California with
his wife and Pat’s other two
grandchildren. Pat and Dave
took great joy in prior years
in visiting both families and
caring for their grandchildren.
Merle Bottge, who served as
a League board member
and also on the editing
committee with Pat, summarized our collective loss in
these words " Her friendliness and outspokenness
will be missed by all who
knew her."

380 Q STREET, Suite 250, SPRINGFIELD, OREGON 97477
541-343-7917
For the latest information visit our website http://lwvlc.org/

CALENDAR
FEBRUARY
2 - 2 pm, Unit briefing (page 2)
3 - 10 am, Action Committee (page 3)
8 & 9 - Unit meetings (page 2)
9 - 2 pm, League 101 (page 4)
11 - 10 am, Voter Service Committee (page 4)
16- 2 pm, Membership Committee (page 4)
17 - 1:30 pm, Board meeting - League office
18 - Noon, Third Thursday (see page 1 & 5)
19 - Midnight, Argus deadline

Thanks to our
2020-21 Directory
Advertisers
Lane Forest Products
Baker Bay Bead Company

LWVLC Office Hours
Monday, Wednesday and Friday
(except holidays)
11 am - 1:30 pm

MISSED A THIRD THURSDAY?
https://lwvlc.org/third-thursday-audio-presentations/

BRIEFINGS VIDEO
https://lwvlc.org/publications/everymember-details/

Christine Dambach
Farmers Insurance
The Eugene Hotel
Retirement Community
Lohring Miller, DMD PC
Plank Town Brewing Co.
Sundance Natural Foods/
Wine Cellars

http://lwvlc.org/get-involved/donate/

Unique Properties

DEDUCTIBLE!

Aayres Appliance Repair
Ambrosia
Bel Ami
Dot Dotson’s
Eugene’s Flower Home
Folkways
Long's Meat Market

Because LWVLC is a 501-c-(3) organization,
donations and even your dues are tax deductible.
If our local League’s work is important to you,
please consider a donation.
Thank you!

