
Note: If anyone has a 

copy of TRY that was 

published before 1969, 

please call Rhonda at 

541-228-4373 or   

bring it to the office. 

The 2015-16 They Represent 

You is hot off the press. This 

is the 24
th

 edition of TRY!  

Every member is encouraged 

to pick up extra copies to 

distribute to agencies, busi-

nesses and others who want 

a handy reference to contact 

local, state and national offi-

cials who represent Lane 

County. 

 

Informing voters has been a 

primary goal of 

the League of 

Women Voters 

from its inception 

in 1920, the 

founding mem-

bers of the 

Eugene League in 

1939 (75 years 

ago) and today.  
 

The Ten Year His-

tory of the League 

of Women Voters in Eugene, 

1940-1950,         described 

League’s early efforts to edu-

cate voters. “Candidates were 
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THEY REPRESENT YOU - A LONG TRADITION 

By Janet Calvert  

interviewed for the first 

time in 1942… These inter-

views were distributed to all 

League members and sold 

to a number of interested 

groups. These interviews 

have accomplished two pur-

poses: that of acquainting 

League members and other 

citizens with the candidates, 

and, of equal importance, 

acquainting the candidates 

and the public with the 

League and its program.” 

 

Before the 2015 Legislative 

session begins, teams of 

LWVLC members will con-

tinue this effort and inter-

view Lane County legisla-

tors. The comments of the 

legislators will be given to 

the state League action 

team to use as background 

for advocacy when contact-

ing legislators during the 

session. Legislator’s com-

ments will not be published 

or sold.  

 

HEALTH CARE IN LANE COUNTY TODAY  

AS SEEN BY A PANEL OF HEALTH PROFESSIONALS 
 

A panel of four will look at the current system of health care delivery and its access in 

Lane County and statewide.   

Jennifer Jordan, Sr. Community Health Analyst, Lane Co. Health & Human Services 

Debi Farr, Director, Government & Community Affairs, Trillium Community Health Plan   

Rick Kincade, MD, Network Medical Dir. - Community Based Services, Peacehealth Oregon 

Mike Huntington, MD (Ret), Health Care for All Oregon  
 

Join us for a discussion of a matter of universal concern - health care matters!  

THIRD THURSDAY BY PAT BITNER 

Researching the local 

League’s scrapbooks and 

files, it appears that the first 

biennial They Represent You 

was published in 1969 and 

has been distributed free of 

charge to groups or individu-

als. Before the Internet, 

LWVLC printed 10,000 cop-

ies, which were financed by 

local business supporters 

and League members con-

tributing to the League’s 

Education Fund. This year 

5,000 copies were printed, 

and it will soon be available 

on LWVLC’s web site, 

www.lwvlc.org.    

 

Many thanks to Rhonda Live-

say, Voter Service chair, and 

her committee, Barbara 

Carter, Flo Alvergue, Janet 

Calvert, Kappy Eaton, Barbara 

Byran, Carol Hildebrand and 

Karen Rickhoff for the timely 

production of They Repre-

sent You - 2015-16. 

Third Thursday  

FEBRUARY 19TH 

Valley River Inn  

11:30 Buffet  

$16 for lunch  

$5 beverage only  

Free program at noon  

Lunch reservations         

required by  

FEBRUARY 16th 

Reserve at League Office        

(541-343-7917) or  

league@lwvlc.org  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=hAMLULS2Z9hdPM&tbnid=6VGbp1HrFWo3dM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.alienrobotzombies.com%2F2012_07_01_archive.html&ei=R-AeVJq-B8G9jAK1uICYBA&bvm=bv.75775273,d
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Monday, February 9  

10 am - S. Willamette  

430 E. 46th Ave. 

H- Flo Alvergue 344-3430  

C- Anne Best 343-5124  
 

2 pm - Harlow Road   

394 Cherry Drive  

H- Barbara French 485-9090  

C- Mary Keating 344-4889  

 

Tuesday, February 10 

9:30 am - Coburg Road  

2135 Rocky Lane  

H- Dorothy Cruickshank 342-2577  

C- Linda Ferdowsian  
 

Noon - Springfield Unit  

Springfield Chamber of Commerce 

Brown bag lunch  

101 South A Street  

H - Flo Alvergue 344-3430  
 

Unit Briefing  

Tuesday, February 3, 3pm     

Atrium - Sloat Room, 10th & Olive Eugene      

All are welcome 

cial League position is 

"access to a basic level of 

quality health care for all... 

and control(s) health care 

costs." Most Americans 

agree that we have not and 

will not reach our goal un-

der the present system. 

 

Join your Unit study and 

come to the Feb.19 Third 

Thursday Luncheon to hear 

the views of four health care 

professionals in a panel dis-

cussion of health care in 

Lane County, present and 

future. 

LWVUS POSITION ON 

HEALTH CARE (1993) - 

"Promote a health care sys-

tem for the United States 

that provides access to a 

basic level of quality care 

for all US residents and con-

trols health care costs" 

 

In our study "Status of 

Health Care and its Access 

in Lane County," we attempt 

to show how the League's 

national policy on health, 

established in 1993 and still 

current, is reflected in the 

reality of today. 

You will find summaries of 

the work of the County's 

Health & Human Services 

and Behavioral Health Ser-

vices, availability of hospi-

tals, urgent care facilities, 

public and privately sup-

ported clinics for low in-

come Oregonians, health 

services in rural Lane 

County, and more. 
 

Effects of the Affordable 

Care Act are already being 

felt in the manner care is 

delivered. The Coordinated 

Care Option (CCO), a major 

part of health care reform, 

is being implemented in 

Lane County under the 

direction of Trillium Com-

munity Health Plan. Tril-

lium is the administrator 

for the Oregon Health 

Plan in Lane County, over-

seeing the care of 95,000 

residents, more than 25% 

of the county's popula-

tion. 
 

The final part of our study 

report offers options to 

the ACA for improvement 

of health delivery and fi-

nancing in the United 

States in future. Our offi-

HEATH CARE - Pat Bitner, Chair 

LWV of Lane County 

Board & Off Board 

Roster 2014-15 
 

President            

SUSAN TAVAKOLIAN              
 

Secretary                        

MARJ MAXWELL 
 

Treasurer                

PHYLLIS LOOBEY 
 

Action                        

KAPPY EATON &            

PAT HOCKEN 
 

Argus Editor        

CHARLCIE KAYLOR 
 

Finance                      

JANET CALVERT 
 

Historian                   

GAYLE DOWNING 
 

Nominations 

CAROL HILDEBRAND 
 

Membership                

ANNE BEST &  

KATHY MERWIN-GONZALES 
 

Public Relations          

JENNIFER HAYNES 
 

Units                              

FLO ALVERGUE  
 

Voter Service            

RHONDA LIVESAY 

UNITS 

There were 57 members who attended units in January for the discussion on program 

planning for local and state studies. One area suggested for updates was mental health.  

 

Remember March is "Unit Choice" so unit coordinators need to confirm the unit’s topic 

or activity. 

Flo Alvergue  

Wednesday, February 11  

10 am - East Eugene  

555 E. 15th, Central Presbyterian  

H- Stephanie Winsor 342-8243  

C- Diana Grandberry 342-8402  
  

2 pm - Cottage Grove/Creswell  

Creswell Library 

H- Gayle Downing 942-1858  

C- Gary Harmon 767-1429  
 

3 pm - S.W. Eugene  

1375 Olive St., Apt. 606  

H- Sally Weston 484-4404  

 

Friday, February 13 

9:30 am - Cascade Manor  

Cascade View Rm, 65 W. 30th  

C- Lorraine Abbott 434-4107  

Frank Carlton 434-4140 



Next Action 

Committee 

Meeting 

9:30 am  

February 4  

1021 N. Pond Rd. 

Eugene 

Kappy’s home  

Any League member is 

welcome to attend.  
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 ACTION - State of the State   

 by Kappy Eaton, Action Co-chair 

Voluntary Retirement 

Savings Plan 

At the recent LWVOR Legis-

lative Process Day, Oregon 

State Treasurer Ted Wheeler 

outlined a state plan to as-

sist Oregon workers in sav-

ing as they plan for their 

retirement. He called it fis-

cal literacy. Oregon’s popu-

lation is aging – the retire-

ment numbers will double 

in 20 years – and many will 

be in poverty if steps are 

not taken. The national 

trend shows retirement 

plans through employment 

are vanishing, according to 

Wheeler. About 30% of 

workers have a 401K plan 

through their employment, 

but less than 10% are actu-

ally saving, and a majority 

of employees between the 

ages of 45 and 65 have 

saved only about $5000 

towards retirement. 

 

The recommendation for 

establishing a state spon-

sored, voluntary retirement 

savings program came from 

a 2013 Task Force. It would 

not be through employers 

and would be targeted to-

wards people who are em-

ployed, but not saving. 

Also, in the essence of the 

plan, there would be port-

ability from job to job, the 

ability to opt out, it would 

be professionally managed 

(like PERS), a packet docu-

menting the plan presented 

at the first hire, and the 

savings designation would 

come out of the paycheck. 

The savings program funds 

would be handled with full 

transparency, audits and 

regular reports to the sav-

ers. Employers would need 

to agree to the payroll de-

duction and transfer of 

money to the plan fund.  

 

Wheeler stresses that this 

issue is bi-partisan and fa-

vored by labor unions and 

small businesses. Retire-

ment security is of particu-

lar concern for women, who 

have lower wages across 

their working years, lower 

retirement plans, and live 

longer. A bill is being 

drafted for the 2015 ses-

sion for discussion and ap-

propriate action. The 

League Action committee 

will look at it to see if it fits 

our positions.  

 

2015 Legislative League 

issues (partial list) 

GOVERNANCE:  There is a 

plethora of measures to be 

considered in election proc-

esses, voter registration, 

initiatives, campaign re-

form, redistricting, revenue, 

and taxation. The League 

has positions dealing with 

many of them, and we are 

already being asked to sup-

port several by other “good 

government” groups such 

as Common Cause Oregon 

and the Bus Project. One of 

the less enjoyable tasks be-

fore a legislative session is 

going through the several 

hundred draft legislative 

concepts (LCs) and locating 

the actual bill by its number 

in preparation for Action 

discussion and testimony 

writing. 

 

Two of the major proposals 

coming from the Secretary 

of State (SOS) deal with (1) 

the new version of “motor 

voter” and (2) reestablishing 

campaign spending limits. 

The 2013 voter registration 

bill was passed by the 

House, but not the Senate.  

The 2015 bill keeps the 

core idea of registering new 

voters through the DMV, 

sending the registration 

information to the SOS,   

who will notify the individ-

ual that they are registered 

and give a postcard oppor-

tunity to opt out or to list a 

party affiliation. This time 

there will be no other state 

agency which can register 

voters, and the registration 

of 16 year olds would be in-

cluded. 

 

After having campaign 

spending limits for decades, 

they were lost in 1975. In 

1994, the League was a lead-

ing group in supporting the 

initiative passage of both 

contributing and spending 

limits, which were in place 

for the 1996 election cycle 

and then declared unconsti-

tutional in 1997. Oregon is 

one of only six states that 

have no type of limits. The 

legislation is in two bills – 

one being the necessary con-

stitutional amendment to 

allow the Legislature to set 

limits, and the other a stat-

ute setting a $2600 personal 

contribution limit for a candi-

date and various other limits 

and fiscal regulations. The 

discussion is expected to be 

vigorous, both on the idea 

and on the finances. 

 

Stricter regulations are pro-

posed for initiatives at the 

local government level where 

signature gatherers would 

have to register with the Sec-

retary of State, have a back-

ground check, and abide by 

other state regulations. An-

other proposal would require 

that all initiatives that call for 

financial resources must in-

clude the funding source. 

There are two bills establish-

ing Party Primary elections 

where all voters can vote re-

gardless of political affilia-

tion. It will be interesting to 

hear a broader discussion of 

this issue than could take 

place on the initiative before 

the November General Elec-

tion. 

 

Supporters of the National 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Popular Vote concept will make a 

third attempt to move it through 

the Oregon Legislature. The Inter-

state Compact, which would allow 

every vote in every state to count 

in Presidential elections, has now 

passed in 11 states, representing 

61% of the necessary 270 Electoral 

College vote to elect a President. 

It has passed in Washington and 

California, and just recently by 

large margins in both chambers in 

New York. In 2013 the proposal 

passed 38-21 in the House, but 

was denied a hearing in the Sen-

ate. The climate appears much 

brighter this session, and Oregon 

is one of four states where efforts 

to pass are taking place. 

 

Looking at various fiscal issues, 

several stand out in the areas of 

revenue and taxation. After sev-

eral legislative sessions of propos-

als and discussions around the 

personal income tax “Kicker” pro-

vision in the Oregon Constitution, 

an amendment has been drafted 

to repeal the law. Voters repealed 

the corporate income tax “Kicker” 

in 2012, and when it exceeds the 

2% income projection, the surplus 

goes into the General Fund for 

public education. When the per-

sonal “Kicker” was activated in 

2009, $900 million was sent back 

to taxpayers just as the Great Re-

cession hit the state, creating a 

financial hole that took the state 

five years to slowly fill. The 

“Kicker” is expected to take from 

$300 to $500 million at the end of 

the 13-15 biennia (June 30, 2015), 

just as the state is finally moving 

forward. The personal payments 

no longer are made by check, but 

with a tax credit. 

 

The state tax on cigarettes and 

other tobacco products has not 

been raised recently, and there is 

a bill to do that, and also to tax E-

cigarettes as well as adopt some 

regulations for their use. Another 

proposal would remove the ban 

(Continued from page 3) on counties taxing tobacco prod-

ucts. Oregon has two major re-

serve funds, the Educational Sta-

bility Find which is in the Constitu-

tion, and the Rainy Day Fund in 

statute. A bill has been drafted to 

place the Rainy Day Fund into the 

Constitution, and the discussion 

will be around the dedicated pur-

pose of the money, any cap on its 

size, and the need to take it out of 

statute.   

 

NATURAL RESOURCES: Primary 

issues in this area include protec-

tion of the missions of state 

agency budgets, improving and 

protecting the land use planning 

system, continuing the League’s 

work on integration of water qual-

ity and water quantity, and inte-

grating land use and water deci-

sion-making. The League will con-

tinue to support removing the 

state’s Elliott Forest from the 

Common School Fund, but keep-

ing the forest in public hands. 

Oregon currently has the North-

west’s weakest aerial pesticide 

spraying standards for the logging 

industry, behind Washington, 

Alaska and Idaho. For example, 

the Oregon Forest Practices Act 

does not require advance notifica-

tion to rural residents before 

spraying, and drinking water 

needs to be protected. There 

needs to be continued monitoring 

of and attendance at Regional So-

lutions meetings to assure there is 

a public element in decision mak-

ing, particularly in funding. 

 

In climate change, the League will 

support legislation that continues 

Oregon’s leadership in energy and 

transportation which addresses 

the threats to the planet. These 

include support for alternate 

transportation, energy conserva-

tion and reduction of greenhouse 

emission targets, as well as re-

quiring action from the state’s six 

metropolitan areas. Support will 

be given to statute rule making 

and legislation to assure there is 

comprehensive public review of 

the costs and benefits of signifi-

cant development, including fossil 

fuel projects. 

 

SOCIAL POLICY: Human services 

will be considering the minimum 

wage, affordable housing and 

food programs to help employed 

adults provide for basic needs. 

Universal health care is the long-

term LWVUS goal, but it has not 

been enacted in Oregon. The 

League continues to monitor the 

16 regional Coordinated Care Or-

ganizations (CCOs) that serve Ore-

gon Medicaid clients. More low 

income people are being served in 

clinics to save expensive hospitals 

and emergency rooms. The Ore-

gon Medical Assistance Program 

includes mental health and addic-

tions treatment as well as dental 

and physical care. Because the 

payments are low, some providers 

do not provide them. 

 

The League’s Judicial Study found 

many courthouses needing build-

ing maintenance and electronic 

equipment updates. Funds are 

requested every session to con-

tinue upgrades, such as imple-

menting a paperless filing system 

throughout the state’s 27 judicial 

districts. The latest two funding 

requests are for two courthouse 

replacements. Judicial salaries and 

the addition of district judges and 

referees will be considered in the 

next session. 

 

Public safety issues are covered in 

our positions and keep us in-

volved with juvenile and adult cor-

rections facilities and services. We 

use the LWVUS position on gun 

control to address bills on gun 

control through background 

checks. One has been drafted for 

2015, and we expect to support 

it. The League monitors the 

budget process and speaks to 

budgets for prison operations and 

treatment programs. 

ACTION CONTINUED 
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LOCAL ACTION BY PAT HOCKEN 

gally required criteria.  Our 

primary concern is the esti-

mated high cost per home 

to provide urban level ser-

vices to the Bloomberg-

McVay area. Other expan-

sion areas that were consid-

ered had similarly high 

or higher costs, except for 

the Bailey Hill/Gimpl Hill 

expansion area, which will 

not require the same level 

of investment.  A critical 

task for the Council if this 

UGB expansion is approved 

will be to analyze the infra-

structure needs of all areas 

that the city ultimately 

plans to annex and develop 

a financing mechanism that 

considers how to equitably 

distribute the cost to new 

development throughout 

the city while encouraging 

infill and redevelopment. 

 

In conclusion, we would like 

to commend city planning 

staff for the public informa-

tion outreach during Envi-

sion Eugene, which has noti-

fied citizens about meet-

ings, decisions, work plans, 

timelines, and opportunities 

for input. Communication 

has been relevant and thor-

ough. 

Mayor and City Council 

City of Eugene  

January 20, 2015 

 

I am Susan Tavakolian, 

president of the League of 

Women Voters of Lane 

County. Thank you for the 

opportunity to comment 

again on Envision Eugene, 

specifically on the staff rec-

ommendation for expand-

ing the city's urban growth 

boundary to accommodate 

the projected need for land 

for jobs, parks, schools, and 

single family homes.  Hav-

ing first testified on Envi-

sion Eugene recommenda-

tions in 2011, the League 

is pleased that the process 

to update the city's compre-

hensive plan has continued 

with probable adoption in 

2015. 

 

The League supports the 

staff recommendation but 

has concerns about some 

aspects of it. With regard to 

land for jobs, we believe it 

is appropriate to expand the 

urban growth boundary to 

include 495 acres near the 

Eugene airport to make lar-

ger parcels available for 

industrial and commercial 

activities as long as there 

are measures adopted to 

ensure compatibility with 

existing businesses and 

nearby neighborhoods and 

to preserve parcels large 

enough to accommodate 

the location of targeted in-

dustries. We do note that 

many jurisdictions in the 

metropolitan area are seek-

ing to provide additional 

land for employment needs 

and that coordinated plan-

ning for the total needs 

of the entire region seems 

to be lacking. We encourage 

the city to work collabora-

tively with other entities to 

efficiently address such 

needs.  

 

With regard to housing, as 

you are aware the staff rec-

ommendation that the ur-

ban growth boundary be 

expanded by 260 acres for 

land for single family homes 

is driven by council direc-

tion to plan for a housing 

mix in future developments 

of 55% single family homes 

and 45% multi-family  

homes. Achieving this mix 

was expected to slightly 

increase the multi-family 

percentage in the entire 

housing stock. New con-

struction statistics from 

2001to the present reveal 

significant fluctuations in the 

mix reflecting a single family 

housing boom, a period of 

recession and foreclosures, 

and intense building of stu-

dent housing projects.  It is 

difficult to determine what 

this very recent shift to 

multi-family construction 

bodes for the future, espe-

cially when the number of 

new student housing pro-

jects is expected to be lim-

ited going forward. There-

fore, the League is not rec-

ommending that the council 

revisit the housing mix deci-

sion at this time but 

would not be opposed to 

such review.  Monitoring the 

actual mix of hous-

ing constructed in the future 

will continue to be important 

to identify changing trends 

and appropriate city re-

sponses, and we suggest 

that a mid-course review and 

possible revision of the deci-

sion might be in the commu-

nity’s best interest. 

 

The areas recommended for 

expansion of the urban 

growth boundary for single 

family housing were identi-

fied and selected using le-

 Thanks for Updating the Issues for Action Publication 

Many thanks to Pat Hocken, who went through the LWVLC Issues for Action publication and updated the 

actions our League has taken since 2008 based on those positions. We’re indebted to Pat for all the work 

she put into the update, and in particular, we’re grateful that we had the updated document for our        

program planning at the January unit meetings. It was very valuable to have the publication available for 

reference as we reviewed the League’s state and local positions. 

The local action column this month will consist of a report on testimony the League of Women Voters presented in 

January on two issues that have been discussed in prior months. 

 

Envision Eugene 

On January 20, League president Susan Tavakolian delivered testimony to the Eugene City Council about the staff 

recommendation to expand the city's urban growth boundary to provide land for jobs, parks, school, and single 

family housing. The text of our comments is below. 
 

Lane County Vehicle Registration  

On January 27, Susan Tavakolian testified before the Lane County Board of Commissioners about the proposed 

county vehicle registration fee that will likely appear on the May 2015 ballot. On page 6 is what she said on behalf 

of the League of Women Voters of Lane County. 
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LOCAL ACTION CONTINUED 

fee.  As we have learned 

more about the generally 

good condition of county 

road facilities at this time, 

the lack of a large backlog 

of needed repairs, and the 

computer-assisted process 

used by the county public 

works department to in-

spect each facility, deter-

mine its pavement condition 

index, and develop an effi-

cient work plan for the year, 

we understand better the 

difficulty of creating a list of 

projects that will be under-

taken in the short and long 

term. It would be helpful if 

the information dissemi-

nated to the public included 

the county's approach to 

preparing a work plan for 

road maintenance. Also use-

ful would be a list of major 

roads that are the responsi-

bility of the county. 

 

In conclusion, we recom-

mend that you revise the 

vehicle registration fee pro-

posal to state clearly that 

Lane County will use its 

share of the fee revenue for 

maintenance and repairs, 

not new construction, and 

send it to the voters with 

adequate information.   

Board of County            

Commissioners 

Lane County, Oregon 

January 27, 2015 

 

I am Susan Tavakolian, the 

president of the League of 

Women Voters of Lane 

County. Thank you for the 

opportunity for the League 

to provide the following 

comments about the pro-

posed Lane County vehicle 

registration fee.   
 

The League believes that it 

is essential for governments 

to maintain public infra-

structure such as roads and 

bridges and that user fees 

are an appropriate funding 

source for such mainte-

nance costs.  We have fol-

lowed the many-year decline 

of federal forest payments, 

which previously helped pay 

for road construction and 

maintenance, and the grad-

ual depletion of Road Fund 

reserves. We recognize that 

additional revenues must be 

found to prevent the rapid 

deterioration of the county's 

$6 billion investment in 

transportation assets. Fac-

tors that should be consid-

ered in evaluating potential 

revenue sources are equity, 

adequacy, ease of admini-

stration, and benefits re-

ceived.  Within the con-

straints of the Oregon ena-

bling statutes for a county 

vehicle registration fee, the 

proposal satisfies these cri-

teria.    

 

We, therefore, support the 

adoption of an ordinance 

establishing a county vehi-

cle registration fee and re-

ferral of the measure for 

voter approval in May 2015. 

 The fee will be paid by local 

vehicle owners who regu-

larly use and benefit from 

the network of streets and 

roads constructed and 

maintained by the state and 

local jurisdictions.  Though 

not fully adequate to meet 

all future county road and 

bridge maintenance needs 

or to eliminate city backlogs 

of critical road maintenance 

projects, the fee nonethe-

less will provide significant, 

stable resources for these 

purposes.  The county fee 

will be collected by the Ore-

gon Department of Trans-

portation along with the 

state vehicle registration 

fees, thus simplifying the 

administration of the county 

program.    

We support provisions that 

establish a citizen oversight 

committee and require an 

annual audit of county pro-

jects completed.  We also 

support the commissioner's 

oft-stated intention to use 

the county's portion of the 

revenue generated by the 

registration fee strictly for 

repairs and maintenance of 

existing roads and bridges 

and not for construction of 

new transportation facilities 

or capacity.  We urge you to 

add language to that effect 

to the ordinance, Lane Code, 

and ballot measure state-

ment.  In evaluating the pro-

posal, voters must rely on 

the wording of the measure 

itself, not on other expres-

sions of intent. The county 

would retain flexibility for 

emergency repairs with its 

other funds such as its share 

of the state gas tax. 

 

We applaud your direction to 

publish a Lane County 

Voter's Pamphlet as a way to 

provide information to vot-

ers.  One of the League's 

concerns has been the lack 

of specifics about which 

county roads or bridges 

would be maintained with 

the funds provided by the 

Our committee has completed work 

on the They Represent You brochure, 

and it is now in the hands of the 

printer. At our next meeting, we will 

be discussing our plans for the coming 

years 2015/2016. 

Voter Service is becoming more and 

more important than ever before due 

to the abundance of laws passed in 

the past few years targeted at eligible 

voters. Oregon, with its vote by mail 

system, has not been affected to date. 

However, there are some proposals 

which affect voting and ballot meas-

ures being proposed this year in the 

Legislature. 

Next  

Voter Service 

Committee 

Meeting 

2 pm  

February 10 

5320 Fox Hollow 

Eugene 

Fox Hollow 

Assisted Living 

VOTER SERVICE 

Rhonda Livesay - Chair 



Annette Newingham is a “natural” as a new member of the Lane County 

League of Women Voters. During her more than 20 years as Chief Deputy 

County Clerk of Lane County. Annette worked in all areas in the County 

Clerk’s office, including  Elections, Real Property Recording, Marriage Li-

censes, Domestic Partnership Registrations, and Property Tax Appeals. Her 

work with Elections regularly kept her in the public eye. She particularly en-

joyed working with a talented staff to develop better, more efficient proc-

esses for getting things done. Before working in county government, Annette 

worked for over 16 years for Bell Telephone Company, a good training 

ground, she says, for her subsequent work. 

 

Annette is the daughter of a French mother and an American father, who met 

in Paris after the liberation in WWII. Although she was born in Denver, Colo-

rado, her family moved around in typical military family style, with stops in 

Pennsylvania, Colorado, California, and Oregon, as well as France during her 

early childhood years.  

 

After retirement, Annette took what she calls a sabbatical, taking time to rest 

and regroup before plunging into all of the new activities open to her. Now 

she has time to walk her dog, dabble with craft projects, and improve her 

French.  At the invitation of another League member, Annette attended the 

75
th

 Anniversary event of the Lane County LWV and found the organization to 

her liking.  She particularly appreciates the League’s studies, positions, and 

events that help keep her an informed citizen.   

Patricia Gripp is retired from a rich career in Lane County as a teacher of 

English at Thurston, Lowell, and McKenzie High Schools. Most rewarding to 

her as a teacher was to keep lesson plans creative, interesting, and engaging. 

Patricia recognized that teenagers have challenges in their own lives and 

worked to maintain her sense of humor through thick and thin.   

 

She lives in the McKenzie River area, where her focus at the moment is doing 

all of those things necessary for moving into her refurbished home at the 35-

mile post by the river.  

 

As a long-time resident of the McKenzie River area, Patricia currently serves 

on the board of the McKenzie School Education Foundation, which primarily 

functions to secure funds for the needs of the district, and the McKenzie 

Medical Clinic, a non-profit agency serving the health needs of the commu-

nity.   

 

Patricia is an active member of Women’s Action for New Directions (WAND), 

an offshoot of Women’s Action Against Nuclear War, established by Helen 

Caldicott in 1982 to help empower women as they entered into the discus-

sion about nuclear weapons. 

 

Patricia moved here from Hollywood, California, is married, and has two sons, 

currently residing in California.   

 

Patricia is happy to be a new member of the Lane County League of Women 

Voters and plans to engage in activities of interest once she gets settled in 

her new home. 
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Mary Lee Bowman is a women who belied stereotypes and pur-

sued a twenty- year career as a chemist with Neste Resins 

(previously Arclin), a Springfield firm specializing in building and 

agricultural bonding and surfacing materials. Mary Lee, who re-

tired in 1999, worked as a lab technician, testing materials for 

compliance with air and water safety standards. She found her 

work as purchasing agent for the lab especially rewarding, as she 

was able to streamline the process and develop efficient record-

keeping processes. 

 

She has always had a political bent and was naturally attracted to 

the League of Women Voters. She served two terms on the 

Toxics Right-to-Know Board, a Eugene Charter organization es-

tablished by the Eugene City Council in 1996 to provide informa-

tion to the public.   

 

Mary Lee was born in Minnesota, but moved around a lot with 

her husband, whose career was with the Job Corps, a governmen-

tal education and training program that helps young people learn 

a career, earn a high school diploma or GED, and work toward 

finding suitable jobs.   

 

As a Master Gardener she served two terms as president of the 

organization. She enjoys the hard, continuous work of maintain-

ing her vast and hilly garden plots. She is an avid skier. But her 

most enjoyable activity in retirement is traveling every other year 

with her seven younger sisters to some interesting, and often far-

flung, destination to explore and learn and enjoy each others’ 

company. 

Lisa Arkin is Executive Director of Beyond Toxics, an organization that 

focuses on ensuring environmental protections for everyone. Her organi-

zation played a pivotal role in passage of the State Agency Pesticide Con-

trol Act of 2013 and in building the legislative case for a ban on field 

burning in the Willamette Valley, among other things. 

   

Lisa served for eight years as a member of both the Lane County Plan-

ning Commission and the Eugene Sustainability Commission, each a valu-

able learning opportunity for the work she does today. Her attraction to 

the League of Women Voters reflects her interest in being politically in-

formed. The greatest challenge in her public service work is what Lisa 

describes as a lack of willingness by political figures to bring facts and 

ethical values on environmental health issues to the public.  

 

Born in Massachusetts, she also lived a number of years in California, 

where she attended UCLA and majored in dance. She taught dance for 

thirteen years at the University of Oregon and at Stanford University. She 

also holds a teaching degree and has completed graduate studies in neu-

ropsychology. Lisa is a frequent guest lecturer in the School of Music and 

the Department of Sociology and Environmental Studies at the University 

of Oregon. 

  

Her busy life limits the amount of time she can spend on “extra-

curricular” activities, but still she finds time for a little yoga, reading, and 

getting out-of-doors. A favorite activity is playing bridge with her 96-year-

old father and her youngest son when he is home from Whitman College. 

Lisa’s other son works with wealth management and investments in 

Eugene. 

LISA ARKIN 

MARY LEE BOWMAN 
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Membership Form 

League of Women Voters of Lane County  

As a member of the League, 
you will receive the monthly 
newsletter from LWVLC 
(Argus), which has informa-
tion about our monthly and 
unit meetings, and the      
quarterly newsletter from the 
Oregon League (Voter).  
 
Mail the form and check    
payable to LWVLC to:  
LWVLC                                  
338 West 11th Ave, Suite 101 
Eugene, OR 97401  

Individual $65  

Household (Two people at the same address) $97.50  

Student $20  

Individual after February 1st $32  

   

Name   

   

Address   

   

 Phone  

   

 Email (for League use only)  

Please give this      

to a friend 

Thanks to our       

2014-15 Directory        

Advertisers  

 

Lane Forest Products 

Baker Bay Bead Co. 

Eugene Hotel Retirement 

Aayres Appliance Repair 

Dot Dotson’s 

Eugene’s Flower Home 

Long's Meat Market  

Studio d  Hair Salon 

Unique Properties  

LWVOR Convention 2015 - Rhonda Livesay, Chair 

the 14th Amendment, and is a con-

tributor to The Atlantic. 

 

Plans also are being finalized for an 

appearance by former United States 

Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day 

O’Connor to be sponsored by the City 

Club of Eugene. 

 

There will be opportunities for our 

members to participate as delegates, 

observers, visitors and volunteers. If 

you would be interested in volunteer-

ing, please get in touch with Rhonda 

Livesay at livesay.lwv@gmail.com.  

Sue Boyd 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

The League of Women Voters of Ore-

gon (LWVOR) convention is coming to 

Eugene May 1-3 at the Valley River Inn. 

 

Connecting the dots. What is 

your vote worth? will be the theme 

for the gathering of delegates from 

around the state. 

 

The Saturday luncheon speaker will be 

Michael Copps, special adviser for 

Common Cause's Media and Democ-

racy Reform Initiative, who has ex-

pressed concern about media consoli-

dation and challenges to an open 

Internet. From 2001-11, he served as 

a member of the Federal Communica-

tions Commission.  

 

Garrett Epps, whom many will re-

member from his days as a law profes-

sor at the University of Oregon, will 

speak at the Saturday banquet. He is 

now professor of law at the University 

of Baltimore. Well known as a writer, 

he received the Oregon Book Award in 

2007 for Democracy Reborn, a com-

prehensive history of the framing of 

Arnold Ismach, former Dean of the University of Oregon School of Journalism and 

Communications, died January 15. He was 84.  

 

Ismach was dean between 1985 and 1994 and then continued to teach as a professor 

emeritus. A member of the Society of Professional Journalists since 1950, Ismach also di-

rected the Oregon Newspaper Publishers Association and the Oregon Association of Broad-

casters while he was dean. His career in journalism spanned five decades. 

 

According to his Register-Guard obituary, when he officially retired from the UO in 2000 

he posted the following note on an Internet page: “Now, I’m an official has-been, and 

spend my time volunteering with civic organizations and doing important things like mak-

ing chocolate truffles.” One of the civic organizations he joined was the League. He was a 

regular at Third Thursday lunches for many years and often had a question for the speaker 

at the end of the program. We will miss his interest and support.   

Sue Boyd    

 



FEBRUARY 
 

3, 3 pm - Unit Briefing, Atrium (see page 2) 

4, 9:30 am - Action committee meeting (pg 3)             

10, 2 pm - Voter Service committee meeting (pg 6) 

9 - 13, Unit meetings (pg 2) 

16, Third Thursday reservation deadline 

18, 1:30 pm - Board meeting, League office 

19, 11:30 am - Third Thursday 

20, Midnight - Argus deadline 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE 

May 1-3, 2015, LWVOR convention in Eugene (pg 9) 

 

 

 

 

338 West 11th Ave., Suite 101 

Eugene, OR 97401 

Phone: 541-343-7917 

league@lwvlc.org 

Lwvlc.org 
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EDUCATING VOTERS 
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EUGENE, OR 

PERMIT NO. 223 

Our Mission                                                                         
The League of  Women Voters, a  

nonpartisan political organization, 
encourages the informed and active  

participation in government,    
works to increase understanding of 

major public policy issues, and   
influences public policy through 

education and advocacy.  

CALENDAR 

The League office is open  

Monday, Wednesday and Friday,  

11am - 1:30pm  

Closed February 16th - Presidents Day 

 


