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WONDERING WHAT’S NEXT?
by Linda Lynch, President
What's next?
You recycled the
last voters guide,
election material,
notes on ballot
measures, and
then proceeded to
retrieve holiday
recipes and decor.
You were probably thinking,
"Phew! That one is over." Easy for
you to say! We live in Oregon, with
vote-by-mail, no polling place issues, paper ballots, and clear deadlines. An open debate remains
about whether the state should
have return ballot envelopes with
postage included. That would
eliminate the complaint about not
enough ballot drop boxes or how
some people don't have access to
postage stamps (I am not convinced about that one.)

How to improve our already-betterthan-others elections is one topic
on the what's next list. Obviously,
preparing for the 2019 Legislature
is another. The Democratic Party
has a super-majority in both
houses of the legislature. What will
that mean? Voters chose to keep
the scope of a required super majority vote restricted to new and
increased taxes (by defeating Measure 104) at the same time this super majority was elected. Will this
mean the majority party will feel
empowered to address revenue
short falls however it chooses? Will
there be an attempt to collaborate
with the minority party? If not, what
does that bode for future referrals,
new ballot measures, and the tenor
of future elections?
And that's only part of it. The year
2020 is in our sights. Like 2018 on

steroids. Plus, the census. Which
brings us to redistricting. Initiative
petitions on the subject have already been submitted. More are
being developed, including one
from the League of Women Voters
of Oregon. There will be a discussion unit soon on this very topic.
We will all soon be explaining the
terms "packing," "stacking" and
"the efficiency gap."
There is so much to pay attention
to. We really should take a deep
breath at the very least before beginning the next round of tasks.
There will be lots of opportunities
to help with this work. There is a
great League Action team at the
legislature. There is a great team
here in Lane County. You are welcome to join either one or both!
You decide. What's next?

NO THIRD THURSDAY IN DECEMBER
HOWEVER…

Please consider attending the
December 6

FORUM: Oregon Redistricting Reform
11:45 Springfield City Club
Hilton Garden Inn
3528 Gateway Street, Springfield
Speakers will be
Norman Turrill, President LWVOR
and
Candalynn Johnson, Coordinator
LWVOR Redistricting Campaign
(No reservations necessary.)

JANUARY THIRD THURSDAY WILL BE ON THE SECOND THURSDAY
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PROGRAM PLANNING
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Bring your 2018-19 Directory and help decide what the 2019-20 Unit
discussion topics will be. If you’ve been thinking the League should study
some particular subject, topic or issue, now is the time to suggest it. In December we review League positions looking at state and local ones. If there are
issues that members think the state should address, now is the time to bring
them up. An idea must be on the list even if the board does not recommend it.
Program decisions are finalized at the annual meeting in April but the board may
make its recommendation as early as the February board meeting.
Please bring your ideas to December units!

Sue Boyd and Linda Lynch

Monday, December 10
10 am – S. Willamette
430 East 46th
H- Flo Alvergue 541-344-3430
C- Anne Best 541-343-5124

Wednesday, December 12
10 am – East Eugene
555 E. 15, Central Presbyterian
H- Stephanie Winsor 541-342-8243
C- Diana Grandberry 541-342-8402

2 pm – Cottage Grove
Jack Sprat
510 East Main
H- Gayle Downing 541-942-1858
(Day, time and location one time
exception.)

3 pm – S. W. Eugene - On hiatus

2 pm – Harlow Road
394 Cherry Drive
H- Barbara French 541-485-9090
C- Mary Keating 541-344-4889
Chris Donahue 541-344-2803
Tuesday, December 11
9:30 am – Coburg Rd.
Potluck
The Springs at Greer Gardens
(Main Building)
1282 Goodpasture Island Rd.
H- Dorothy Cruickshank 541-342-2577
C- Linda Ferdowsian 707-208-6007
Noon – Springfield Unit

Washburne Cafe
326 Main Street
H– Lee Farren 541-969-4580

Thursday, December 13
5:30 pm - Eugene Downtown
Café Yumm!
730 E. Broadway
C– Charlcie Kaylor 541-686-0124
Friday, December 14
10:30 am – Cascade Manor
Cascade View Room
C- Frank Carlton 541-434-4140
C- Pat McDaniels 541-434-4210

Unit Briefing

Tuesday, December 4, 3 pm
Atrium – Sloat Room,
10th & Olive, Eugene
All are welcome

Bright ORANGE Directory
by Janet Calvert, Finance Chair

It’s here! Your League 2018-19 Directory was mailed to your home about two weeks ago. If you haven’t received it, call the office.
The advertisements we sell more than pay for the cost of the directory. It is extremely helpful when you say
thanks to an advertiser or patronize the business. All the advertisers are listed each month in the Argus and
on our web site. If you have questions about League, most of your questions can be answered by reading the
information in the Directory.
A holiday yeast bread to the first member who calls Janet at 541-686-2697 with a quote from the Directory
that discusses how to involve citizen in the governmental process.
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VOTER SERVICE

by Darla McVay, Voter Service Chair
The Voter Service Team will be tak- 
ing a well-deserved break to enjoy
the holidays this December after a
busy election season.
The following is a brief recap of
what was accomplished:
 Our Speakers Bureau helped
educate over 500 voters at 21
sites all in the month of October.
 League members distributed
over 1600 voter’s guides in our
community.
 We helped sponsor six candidate or issues forums in Springfield, Eugene, and Cottage
Grove.

We may not have won the
Springfield Challenge, as it
looks like Springfield Illinois
was able to increase their voter
turnout by an impressive 11%,
but it was nice to connect with
other Leagues outside of Oregon and remember that we are
all connected in this effort to
create a more perfect democracy.

Voter Service
Committee Meeting
None in December
January 9 at 2 pm



We increased League exposure
at the Home Show, at National
Voter Registration Day, and
spoke of the importance of the
League through television and
radio appearances.

A shout out to Kathy Madison who
works hard to make these promotions possible, and who shapes our
social media presence. We learned
a lot from our efforts this fall, and
we have ideas for ways to improvealways moving forward.
Our next meeting will be held
Wednesday, January 9 at 2pm in
the League office. Please consider
joining us as we start the new year
with new goals and activities.

Mark your calendars!

January 21, 2019 - 9 am
NAACP MLK Jr. Community March
Start at Autzen Stadium and
march to The Shedd

ANOTHER WAY TO SUPPORT OUR LEAGUE AND
REDUCE YOUR TAX OBLIGATION
by Janet Calvert and Pat Hocken

If you are at least 70½ years young and have an IRA, you can transfer all or
some of your required minimum distribution (RMD) to the League of Women
Voters of Lane County, which is now a qualified 501(c)(3) charity. You need to
instruct the trustee of your account to send a portion or all of your required
distribution directly to LWVLC. You can avoid paying taxes on any amount of
your qualified distribution up to $100,000. Such a transfer directly to a charity will remove the distribution from your taxable income, and you won't need
to claim the charitable contribution as an itemized deduction to get a benefit. This means you can support
the League and not pay taxes on the IRA distribution even if you do not itemize on your tax return.
Talk to your tax advisor about this method of making a gift to the League now or in the future. The League’s
EIN is 51-0197171. Your trustee or custodian would need to send the distribution directly to League of
Women Voters of Lane County, 338 W 11th Ave., Suite 101, Eugene, OR 97401. If you wish, please inform our
president or treasurer of your action so we can acknowledge your gift.
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By Keli Osborn, Action Chair

Election biz

Lane County ballot measures

The General Election is over, sort of. Recounts and
do-overs may be happening elsewhere, but we’ve
packed away the Lane County election twinkle lights
for a while. You’ve seen the results. Here’s a recap:

20-290: STAR Voting
LWVLC took no position.
Voters said: No
Yes votes: 47.53%, No votes: 52.47%

Statewide ballot measures

20-291: Siuslaw School District Bonds
LWVLC recommendation: Yes
Voters said: No
Yes: 42.29%, No: 57.71%

102: Affordable housing
LWVOR recommendation: Yes
Voters said: Yes
Yes votes: 56.77%, No votes: 43.23% (Oregon)
Yes: 57.27%, No: 42.73% (Lane County)
103: Grocery tax ban
LWVOR recommendation: No
Voters said: No
Yes votes: 42.66%, No votes: 57.34% (Oregon)
Yes: 37.94%, No: 62.06% (Lane County)
104: Super-majority
LWVOR recommendation: No
Voters said: No
Yes votes: 34.78%, No votes: 65.22% (Oregon)
Yes: 31.08%, No: 68.92% (Lane County)
105: Repeal sanctuary statute
LWVOR recommendation: No
Voters said: No
Yes votes: 36.61%, No votes: 63.39% (Oregon)
Yes: 31.66%, No: 68.34% (Lane County)
106: Abortion funding ban
LWVOR recommendation: No
Voters said: No
Yes votes: 35.56%, No votes: 64.44% (Oregon)
Yes: 30.93%, No: 69.07% (Lane County)

20-292: River Road Park and Recreation District
Levy Renewal
LWVLC recommendation: Yes
Voters said: Yes
Yes votes: 75.13%, No votes: 24.87%
20-296: Springfield GO Bonds for Streets
LWVLC recommendation: Yes
Voters said: Yes
Yes votes: 54.68%, No votes: 45.32%
20-297: Eugene School District Bonds
LWVLC recommendation: Yes
Voters said: Yes
Yes votes: 66.58%, No votes: 33.42%
When it comes to local efforts: Again, there were our
more than 20 neutral ballot measure presentations
(see Voter Service). And LWVLC members also penned
letters to newspaper editors and supported campaigns with time, money and the League imprimatur.

Election turnout

According to the Oregon Secretary of State, voter
turnout statewide was 69.06% - and 69.5% in Lane
County. What would it take to bring more voters into
the process? By the way, if you’re curious, Benton
In addition to the League’s neutral ballot measure
County reported 78.14% turnout, Multnomah County
presentations, LWVLC co-sponsored forums with the
Springfield City Club on Measures 102, 103 and 104 - 72.55%, and Wheeler County 83.47%.
and members joined other community members in
phone-banking and canvassing for Measures 105 and Who voted? In a Nov. 9 tweet, Oregon Elections
106. Thank you to everyone who participated in edu- divvied up age groups:
18-34 = 49.5%
cation and advocacy!
35-49 = 66.7%
50-64 = 76.6%
65 + = 85.4%

Action Committee Meeting
December 5, 9:30 am
League office

Which compares to the 2014 midterm:
18-34 = 48.8%
35-49 = 67%
50-64 = 80.2%
65 + = 86.1%
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ACTION REPORTING IN… (CONTINUED)
Housing tools & strategies

Voting rights for Washington, DC

We’ve lived and studied the challenges of housing
affordability and availability in Eugene, Springfield,
Cottage Grove and neighboring communities. Pat
Hocken continues as a LWVLC rep with a Eugene
working group that’s been meeting this fall to identify
barriers and come up with possible strategies/tools to
overcome obstacles. The group’s final meeting is set
for Nov. 28 and the Eugene City Council will look at
the group’s report in a Dec. 10 meeting. Learn more:

Anne Anderson was thrilled to be speaking on voting
rights for DC residents in Eugene’s historic Mims
House. The home was purchased by C.B and Annie
Mims in 1948 and served as a safe-haven for African
American travelers from 1948-1966 while there was
race separation in Eugene. Anne lives in DC’s Brookland neighborhood, which has the first home purchased by an African American man in that city, she
said.

https://www.eugene-or.gov/3960/Housing-Tools-and-Strategies

Diversity, equity & inclusion –
the League’s commitment
Our membership does not always reflect the communities we serve. Our organization was not welcoming
to women of color through most of our existence.
And, though League membership is open to people at
least 16 years old, local Leagues have not always
drawn many younger members.
Diversity, equity, and inclusion are central to the
League’s current and future success in engaging all
individuals, households, communities, and policy
makers in creating a more perfect democracy. The
League of Women Voters has embraced a new diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI) policy:
“LWV is an organization fully committed to diversity,
equity, and inclusion in principle and in practice.
There shall be no barriers to full participation in this
organization on the basis of gender, gender identity,
ethnicity, race, native or indigenous origin, age, generation, sexual orientation, culture, religion, belief
system, marital status, parental status, socioeconomic status, language, accent, ability status, mental
health, educational level or background, geography,
nationality, work style, work experience, job role function, thinking style, personality type, physical appearance, political perspective or affiliation and/or any
other characteristic that can be identified as recognizing or illustrating diversity. Diversity, equity, and
inclusion are central to the organization’s current
and future success in engaging all individuals, households, communities, and policy makers in creating a
more perfect democracy.”
Join us in meeting the commitment. Learn more from
resources, including videos
and webinars, at these LWV
links:
https://www.lwv.org/leaguemanagement/leadershipdevelopment/diversity-equity-and
-inclusion-continued-learning
https://www.lwv.org/leaguemanagement/voting-rights-tools/
lwvwellstone-training-series

The Eugene-Springfield NAACP maintains an office in
the Mims House and hosted Anne’s Nov. 16 presentation. We learned from Anne how voter suppression
affects residents in her hometown—our nation’s capital.
Since 1801 the residents of the District of Columbia
have had no representation in Congress. Nor have
they been able to govern themselves without interference from Congress. DC residents believe that only
statehood will assure that DC citizens have the same
rights and protection that residents in the 50 states
enjoy. In November 2016, DC citizens voted overwhelmingly in favor of petitioning Congress for statehood. This is the first step in the statehood process.
District residents have no voting representation in the
House of Representatives. And, while residents in all
50 states have two Senators, DC residents have no
representation at all in the Senate. Although DC has a
district council and neighborhood commissions, all
legislation enacted, including the annual budget,
must be submitted to the U.S. Congress. What this
means is that more than 700,000 U.S. citizens in the
nation’s capital do not have full voting rights. Statehood would provide full and equal representation in
Congress and complete control over local laws,
budget, government and courts.
As a League member, Anne has worked for more than
40 years on expanding voting rights. And when it
comes to DC, “We are your colony,” she says. Anne
and her team have recently visited 26 states to talk
about this issue. DC can’t achieve statehood on its
own, but needs support from other states - specifically, members of Congress.
The DC League has put together a toolkit that offers
historical perspective, explains
the statehood process and answers questions. You can find
it at their site: https://
www.lwvdc.org/ Let’s help
them make it happen.
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By Miriam Aiken and Stephanie Winsor

On November 16, 25 new citizens were naturalized by
Judge Mustafa Kasubhai. He gave an inspiring talk to
the new citizens and their families and friends in the
courtroom. As the son of immigrants he spoke eloquently about the opportunities that immigrants and
citizens of the US have and how those opportunities
cascade from generation to generation. He said he
wanted to leave us with a few words to remember in
connection with citizenship. First was, “VOTE!” Then
he spoke of the importance of freedom of speech in a
democracy and how words not only formed the very
Constitution of the US but continue to be of importance in protecting democracy. He concluded his talk
with two words for the new citizens: “You belong.”

Twenty five (25) men and women from 12 countries China, El Salvador, France, Germany, India, Mexico,
New Zealand, Nepal, Netherlands, Philippines, Russia,
and United Kingdom - became citizens. One of those
new citizens provided the correct spelling of the
judge’s name; she is his son’s teacher. Another new
citizen, Julie Daniel, had been interviewed on KLCC’s
NPR Morning Edition program on November 15. She is
from the United Kingdom and is going to work with a
local group to identify retired and active lawyers who
will work pro bono for immigrants.

Below: Julie Daniel
Right: Judge Mustafa Kasubhai

JANUARY THIRD THURSDAY WILL BE ON THE SECOND THURSDAY
JANUARY 10
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by Pat Hocken

Better Eugene-Springfield Transportation (BEST) is looking for a League of Women
Voters member to serve on its board of advisors. BEST is a non-profit organization that was originally formed as a coalition to encourage the City of Eugene to
approve the construction of the West Eugene EmX route. Since that success BEST
has worked collaboratively with many community groups and constituencies, including the League, on an expanded mission that includes bike and pedestrian
improvements, walkable neighborhoods, improvements to transit service, and
Vision Zero traffic safety. It has also provided administrative support for the Better Housing Together effort to address housing affordability issues.
BEST is led by a 12-member board of directors with input from 30 plus advisors
with an interest in its work. Board members are often selected from the board of
advisors. If you are interested please contact Pat Hocken at 541-343-1138 or pathocken2019@comcast.net or
League president Linda Lynch for more information. Pat has served both as an advisor and a director.

YOUTH CLIMATE CASE

by Lois Taylor

We stood outside in the rain on Monday morning, October 29, marking the day the trial of children versus the
US government was to have begun inside the federal courthouse in Eugene. The plaintiffs, 21 young people,
charge that the government has supported environmentally damaging energy policies and ask for policies
that will instead stabilize our climate and protect their right to a livable planet.
The trial, Juliana vs US Government, had been suspended, waiting for the Supreme Court to ponder again
whether the trial could proceed. It was one more in a long string of challenges the case has faced in the last
three years of its progress through the court system. The young plaintiffs spoke eloquently that morning to
an impressive gathering - including their lawyers, religious leaders, Native American elders, community leaders, large groups of students from the U of O and from every high school in Eugene, hundreds of other concerned and frustrated citizens from around Oregon and from out of state and LWV members.
Kitty Piercy reminded the crowd that in 2015 some of the same young people had testified as Eugene worked
on its own sustainable
climate policies. Julia
Olson, their
lead attorney,
said that even
if the trial were
not allowed to
proceed, the
youth would
continue their
fight.
As of November 2, a Supreme Court
decision allowed the case
to go forward.
But on November 6 the government requested another stay, which has been granted. Watch for news to know whether the
case will ever be allowed to proceed to trial.

338 West 11th Ave., Suite 101, Eugene, OR 97401 541-343-7917
For the latest information visit our website
http://lwvlc.org/
http://lwvlc.org/get-involved/donate/

CALENDAR

(For more information see page reference.)

DECEMBER
4, 3 pm - Unit Briefing, Atrium - Sloat room
5, 9:30 am - Action committee, League office
6, 11:45 - Redistricting Forum, Springfield
10-14, Unit meetings - Program Planning
19, 1 pm - Board meeting - League office
21, Midnight, January Argus submission deadline

(pg 2)
(pg 4)
(pg 1)
(pg 2)

No Third Thursday, Membership and Voter Service
committee meetings in December.

Our Mission
The League of Women Voters, a
nonpartisan political
organization, encourages the informed and active
participation in government,
works to increase
understanding of major public
policy issues, and influences public
policy through
education and advocacy.

LWVLC Office Hours
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
11am - 1:30 pm
Thanks to our
2018-19 Directory
Advertisers

League of Women Voters of Lane County
Membership Form - July 2018 thru June 2019

Lane Forest Products
Baker Bay Bead Company
Christine Dambach,
Farmers Insurance
Eugene Hotel Retirement

Please give
to a friend

Individual
$ 70
Household (two people at the same address)$105
Student
$ 20

Unique Properties

_______________________________________________
Name

Aayres Appliance Repair
Ambrosia
Bel Ami
Coburg Road Car Wash
Dot Dotson’s
Eugene’s Flower Home
Long's Meat Market
Mighty Mow
Platinum Packaging
Studio d Hair Salon

Mail the form and
check payable to
LWVLC to:
LWVLC
338 W 11th Ave.
Suite 101
Eugene, OR 97401

_______________________________________________
Address
_______________________________________________
Phone
_______________________________________________
Email (for League use only)
LWVLC is a tax exempt 501(c)(3) organization.
Membership dues and contributions are tax deductible.

