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ARGUS
BUSY MONTH

by Linda Lynch, President
meeting, and several other
activities. On April 11,
Kappy Eaton and I testified
before the Eugene City
Council, urging a yes vote
on a council resolution in
support of CEDAW, The
Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against
Women. This is an international treaty adopted by the
United Nations General AsWhat a busy month this has sembly in 1979. The United
been! It started at 8 am in
States is one of only a few
a University of Oregon
countries in the world
classroom, meeting with
which has not ratified the
six students who will be
treaty. Some countries may
working on get-out-the-vote have put some conditions
strategies aimed at ages
on their approval, but only
18-24. Kathy Madison, our
six or seven have taken no
talented and wonderful
action. Those countries are
communications director, is Iran, Sudan, Somalia, the
their main point of contact. United States, and some
The month ends with the
island nations.
ninth candidate forum, with
one more scheduled for
The League of Women VotMay 3.
ers of the United States has
a long history working in
In between were our units
support of CEDAW. Kappy
on water rights, the annual told the council that she,

along with other delegates
to the 1995 World Conference on Women in Beijing,
were constantly asked why
the U.S. has not ratified the
treaty. The issue has been
pending in the United
States Senate since 1980.
Neither political party has
made it a priority.

Forty-four percent of Oregon households receiving
federal food assistance are
headed by women. At some
time in her life, one in four
women in Oregon is abused
by an intimate partner.

The session surveyed the
group on a variety of issues
women face - access to eduAt the end of that week,
cation and job training, acKappy and I were joined by cess to reproductive health
Carol Hildebrand at the
care, discrimination in the
Listen to Her event sponwork place, and other issored by the Women's
sues. It will be awhile before
Foundation of Oregon.
there is a report to review,
Foundation staff told us
but I was struck by how imthat the last report on the
portant it is that we constatus of women and girls
tinue to speak for women.
in Oregon was completed
The two topics in one week
in 1998, nearly a generamade us confront some distion ago, and was drawn
turbing questions of poverty
mainly from 1990 census
and violence. In the League
information. We know some we often are working on
things about the current
issues such as infrastrucstatus of women in Oregon, ture, tax policy, governance
and the news is not that
and money in politics. While
good. Forty-one percent of
important, we cannot forget
female-headed families with basic human needs, which
children are in poverty.
include respect and opportunity.

EVERYTHING YOU WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT WATER by Ruth Duemler
Pure, clean, drinkable water is a number one concern!
We ask what changes must be made for future growth in Lane County?
Our LWV has tours planned
May 9th. at the Filtration Plant on the McKenzie River and
May 10th. at the Wastewater Plant on the Willamette River.
We will meet at EWEB for carpooling at 9:15 am. Wear closed toe walking shoes and bring questions.
We will return at noon.
Call Ruth Duemler for reservations 541-484-6145.
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LWVLC ANNUAL MEETING
LWV of Lane County
Board & Off Board
Roster 2015-16
President
LINDA LYNCH
Secretary
JEANNE TAYLOR
Treasurer & Office Mgr.
PHYLLIS LOOBEY
Action
KAPPY EATON &
PAT HOCKEN
Argus Editor
CHARLCIE KAYLOR
Finance
JANET CALVERT
Historian
GAYLE DOWNING
Membership
BETTY-COE de BROEKERT
Nominations
SALLY WESTON
Program
LINDA FERDOWSIAN &
SUSAN TAVAKOLIAN
Public Relations
KATHY MADISON
Units
FLO ALVERGUE
Voter Service
RHONDA LIVESAY

League members who itemize on their
income tax forms soon will be able to
deduct their League dues, thanks to passage at Annual Meeting of the bylaws
change to convert our local League to a
501(c)3 organization. Additionally, all
contributions from both members and
non-members will be tax deductible as
well.
The conversion, which was discussed at
last year’s meeting and deferred until
more information was available, will become effective after approval from the
Internal Revenue Service and the Oregon
Department of Justice. Our local board
recommended the change to our bylaws
and articles of incorporation after learning that it was highly unlikely our
League would need to curtail its advocacy efforts under conditions of the new
status, a concern which members
wanted addressed before voting on the
issue.
In other action, members also approved
rewording of our Mental Health Services
for Adults in Lane County position,
based on the consensus approved by
the board after February units, and
adopted the proposed 2016-2017
budget. Treasurer Phyllis Loobey discussed the 2015-2016 revenues and
expenses, concluding we are sound financially. Also, the nominating committee’s proposed slate of officers and di-

- by Sue Boyd

rectors as presented in the meeting workbook was accepted.
Though no new study items were adopted
program chairs Linda Ferdowsian and Susan
Tavakolian had signup sheets for members
who would be interested in working on material for future units. We will not be having
unit meetings until October, when discussion will include ballot measures.
Among the topics we will be considering are
local water quality issues; preparedness for
natural disasters; local impact of climate
change, sources of air toxics; tiny houses
(micro housing), and safe shelter for the
homeless. These were some of the suggestions from program planning units last winter and attracted signups from potential
committee members at Annual Meeting.
Linda and Susan had said earlier that only
those topics people were willing to work on
would be scheduled.
Our guest speaker was Norman Turrill, president of the League of Women Voters of Oregon. He emphasized the high regard in
which the League is held at the state level
and noted that in legislation to establish a
task force to study campaign finance, the
League was the only organization specifically named to be included. He emphasized
the need for local Leagues to increase their
visibility through advocacy, participation in
coalitions and increased use of social media.

Pat Bitner & Phyllis Loobey

Annual meeting photos by
Barbara Carter

Jeanne Taylor & Pat Hocken

Norman Turrill

Sally Weston

Susan Tavakolian & Linda Ferdowsian

Janet Calvert
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ACTION - State of the State
by Kappy Eaton, Action Co-chair

Action Committee
Meeting
9:30 am
May 4
1021 N. Pond Rd.
Eugene
Kappy’s home
Any League member is
welcome to attend.
Questions? Contact
Pat Hocken at
541-343-1138 or
jphocken@comcast.net

It is both disconcerting and
disturbing that many Oregonians know so little about
the Legislature. Based on
the comments and questions that I have been receiving since the conclusion
of the short, evennumbered year-session on
March 6, intelligent and interested citizens seem to
believe the session is still
going on. We need to discuss the issue and develop
opportunities for public
education. For example,
there will be four Interim
Legislative Days between
now and the 2017 session
for the purpose of discussing issues to be brought
forward and having educational meetings, with experts, for background in
drafting specific legislation.
All of the committee hearings will be video/audio
available on OLIS, the Oregon Legislative Information
System. The first Days are
May 23-25, with the June
Revenue forecast on June 3.
Agendas for the committee
meetings will be on OLIS a
week before May 23.

2016 STATE BUDGET
IMPROVEMENTS FROM
2015 SESSION
Specific Emergencies
● $2 million was set aside to
support Harney County for
police overtime and other
costs associated with the
41- day occupation of the
Malheur Wildlife Refuge occupation.
● Approximately $6.1 million was approved for emergency assistance at Umpqua
Community College to assist with costs for emergency assistance, security
upgrades, and support to
rebuild Snyder Hall, all in
response to the October 1,
2015 mass shooting.

● $2.5 million was allocated to the Department of
Environmental Quality to
improve oversight of industrial emissions and add
more monitoring sites
across the state.
● Because of the worsening
crisis in availability of
statewide affordable housing, $10 million was advanced for emergency
housing assistance to community agencies. Also,
$2.5 million was allocated
for preservation of existing
affordable housing units,
and $2.73 million for foreclosure counseling and
additional support for Legal Aid services to help
low-income Oregonians
deal with housing related
issues.

Education Programs
● Head Start Kindergarten $5.3 million; $17.5 million
for high quality, mixed
delivery pre school programs
● $1.6 million for increased counseling and
other support services for
students enrolling in Community Colleges as part of
the Oregon Promise program aimed to improve
academic success and
graduation rates
● $7.5 million to Portland
Community College to support an innovative research
and job training partnership to help build a globally competitive future for
Oregon manufacturing
Other investments will improve public safety such as
$1.5 million to perform
DNA tests on the backlog
of sexual assault kits; $1
million to help Oregon
State Police process background checks on gun
sales, and $677,000 to
create a special prosecutor
for elder abuse cases. $30

million will focus on improving the State Capitol’s public
safety and security, compliance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act and to plumbing, mechanical and electricity
systems.
Initiative Update
A total of 82 citizen initiatives
have been filed for the November 8 General Election,
but fewer than a dozen have
been approved for circulation
as of April 21. Four measures
have been referred by the Legislature. The initiative signature requirements to become
ballot eligible are 88,184 for
statutes and 117,578 for constitutional amendments.
The most active proposals
include #28, corporate income tax increase above $25
million plus in sales; #36 allows universities to invest,
using funds to prevent the
dropout rate; #44 would enact
a universal Health Care system; #49 would prevent legislation from having an emergency clause for enactment
with specific timelines; #s 5759 would raise the minimum
wage to $15 over three or
four years; #67 supports outdoor schools. The legislative
referrals include HB 3085
which would disincorporate
the city of Damascus, with
Clackamas County taking the
property and tax payers receiving the assets (only city
residents voting); HJR 202
which establishes a Veteran’s
Fund by dedicating 1.8% of
state Lottery proceeds; SJR
204 which repeals the current
age of age 70 retirement of
judges and substitutes allowing retired judges to be used
on cases when active judges
are not available; and SJR 203
which would allow public universities to invest in equities
to reduce fiscal risk and increase benefit to students.
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ACTION - Local
by Pat Hocken, Action Co-chair
May Ballot Measures
The League has submitted letters to the editor in support of
Measure 20-239, a local option
levy to help fund OSU extension
programs in Lane County, and
in support of Measure 20-240, a
bond measure for South Lane
School District #45J3 that would
enable the district to construct a
new Harrison Elementary School
and make improvements to
other school facilities.

Downtown Urban Renewal
District
At its meeting on May 4 the
League Action committee will
continue its discussion of a proposal by the Eugene City Council to extend the life of the
Downtown Urban Renewal District to pay for potential new

projects. The four projects under consideration are: expanding a publicly owned fiber optics
network, improving the park
blocks and other open space,
making upgrades for a yearround farmers market, and
renovating the old Lane Community College downtown building into an art and high-tech
incubator. The total estimated
urban renewal funding for these
projects is in the range of $17
to $48 million.
The committee will consider
what advocacy, if any, to recommend to the LWVLC board.
There is a public hearing before
the Council on May 23 at which
the League could testify. If you
are interested in this issue, I
encourage you to join the Ac-

tion committee at the May 4 (at
9:30 a.m.) meeting or to share
your thoughts by sending an email to jphocken@comcast.net

Meeting with Eugene Area
Chamber of Commerce
Linda Lynch and I recently met
with Brittany Quick-Warner, Director of Business Advocacy, for
the Eugene Area Chamber of
Commerce. The purpose of the
meeting was to learn more
about the Chamber's position
on the Downtown Urban Renewal District proposal described above. We also had the
opportunity to discuss other
issues the League is following,
including Moving Ahead and
Envision Eugene.

“FIX IT” - HEALTH CARE AT THE TIPPING POINT - by Pat Bitner
Thursday May 5, 6pm at the Bijou on 13th Ave
This powerful documentary produced by a corporate CEO deals
with the problems of business in securing health care for their
employees in a world of ever rising health care costs.
A donation of $6 is requested, no one turned away.
Sponsored by Health Care for All Oregon and Encircle Films.

Page 5

VOTER SERVICE
by Rhonda Livesay, Chair
If you have been reading your local
daily newspaper, you know that Voter
Service has been very busy. Candidate
forums have given many people the
opportunity to hear directly from candidates. As of this writing, we have
three more to go.
Thanks must go to the many people
who have volunteered—especially the
Voter Service Committee members
who have helped staff all these events.
Thanks also to: - Keli Osborn, who
graciously said yes to serve with me
as co-chair, has brought new energy
and helped with organization, writing,
and event-day coordination.

Carol Hildebrand agreed to moderate
the Ward 1 debate and kept the night
under control and moving forward.
Barbara Carter has been our photographer and question runner in many
events.
Janet Calvert, as you all know, does
everything and was able to talk our
membership into volunteering at evening events!
Kathy Madison for her hard (and excellent) work in getting us in the news
and newspaper.
Pat Hocken and the Action Committee for the wonderful questions formulated for the candidates. It is not
easy.

And finally, to Linda Lynch who has
come to each event, helped organize,
supported the effort and was always
willing to do whatever was asked of
her.
I cannot thank everyone by name, but
to all of you who reviewed questions,
were door greeters, candidate greeters
and table hosts: a big hug and thank
you. This is what the League of Women
Voters is all about—reaching out to the
community to educate on issues of
governance.
We all should be proud of taking on a
large task and giving it our best. Again,
thanks for all you do as individuals and
as an organization.

Rhonda Livesay & Claude Offenbacher

Rhonda Livesay & Phyllis Loobey

Linda Lynch and forum workers with some Ward 1 candidates

Forum photos by
Barbara Carter
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FINANCE
by Janet Calvert, Chair
League in the News
During this election season, have you
noticed the frequent media coverage
of the League of Women Voters of
Lane County?
Your League Board has approved additional funds to pay for some candidate forum venues and other voter
service expenses. This is on top of
the many members volunteering at
candidate forums and other activities
to engage and encourage voters to
vote.

To support voter education, outreach
activities and other League activities, we
need your financial support. It is always
the “right time” to support your League.
A check to LWVLC helps maintain our
office and advocacy activities.
A tax-deductible donation to the League
of Women Voters Education Fund (LWVEF)
supports our local League’s voter service
and citizen education programs and may
reduce the income taxes you may owe.
Just write a check to LWVEF or LWVLC and
send it to our local office, 338 West 11th
Ave., Suite 101, Eugene, 97401.
Thank you.

Genevieve Turnipseed

Think Ahead
Now that your taxes are filed, it‘s a
good time to talk with your attorney
or tax advisor about including a bequest to the League of Women Voters
of Lane County in your will or trust.
Such gifts from several deceased
members have financed our responsive and improving web site, effective
League advertising and allowed us to
concentrate on educational programs
and voter service rather than constant fund raising. Designating the
League in your estate planning will
help assure a forceful League in the
future.
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NEW LWVUS POSITIONS
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTIONS
UNDER ARTICLE V
OF THE US CONSTITUTION
In January 2016, the national League of
Women Voters adopted a new position on
safeguards to govern the constitutional
convention process of proposing amendments to the U.S. Constitution.
“We cannot afford to have a chaotic or
unrepresentative process for amending
the Constitution. We can’t afford to let
special interests dominate a constitutional
convention,” said Elisabeth MacNamara,
president of the League of Women Voters
of the United States, in announcing the
new position.
There are many current proposals for constitutional amendments, from both the
right and the political left, from a Balanced Budget Amendment to one curbing
the rights of corporations.
“Everyone should be concerned what a
runaway, topsy-turvy Constitutional Convention might do. Before we head into
uncharted territory that could affect our

MONEY IN POLITICS
The League of Women Voters of the
United States believes that the methods of
financing political campaigns should:
● Enhance political equality for all citizens;
● Ensure maximum participation by citizens in the political process;
● Protect representative democracy from
being distorted by big spending in election campaigns;
● Provide voters sufficient information
about candidates and campaign issues to
make informed choices;
● Ensure transparency and the public’s
right to know who is using money to influence elections;
● Enable candidates to compete equitably
for public office;
● Ensure that candidates have sufficient
funds to communicate their messages to
the public; and
● Combat corruption and undue influence in government.
The League believes that political corruption includes the following:
● A candidate or officeholder agrees to
vote or work in favor of a donor’s interests in exchange for a campaign contribution;
● An officeholder or staff gives greater
access to donors;
● An officeholder votes or works to support policies that reflect the preferences

basic principles of government and our
individual rights, we need to make sure
some basic rules are in place,” continued
MacNamara.
The new position states:
The League is concerned that there are
many unresolved questions about the
powers and processes of an Article V
Constitutional Convention. The League
believes such a convention should be
called only if the following conditions are
in place:
a) The Constitutional Convention must
be transparent and not conducted in
secret. The public has a right to know
what is being debated and voted on;
b) Representation at the Constitutional
Convention must be based on population
rather than one state, one vote, and delegates should be elected rather than appointed. The delegates represent citizens, should be elected by them, and
must be distributed by U.S. population;
c) Voting at the Constitutional Convention must be by delegate, not by state.
Delegates from one state can have vary-

of individuals or organizations in order
to attract contributions from them;
● A candidate or office holder seeks
political contributions implying that
there will be retribution unless a donation is given; and
● The results of the political process
consistently favor the interests of significant campaign contributors.
In order to achieve the goals for campaign finance regulation, the League
supports:
● Public financing of elections, either
voluntary or mandatory, in which candidates must abide by reasonable spending limits;
● Enhanced enforcement of campaign
finance laws that includes changes to
ensure that regulatory agencies are properly funded, staffed, and structured to
avoid partisan deadlock in the decisionmaking process;
● Abolishing Super PACs and abolishing
spending coordinated or directed by candidates (other than a candidate’s own
campaign committee); and
● Restrictions on direct donations and
bundling by lobbyists, which may include
monetary limits as well as other regulations.
Until full public financing of elections is
enacted, limits on election spending are
needed in order to meet the League’s

ing views and should be able to express
them by individual votes;
d) The Constitutional Convention must
be limited to a specific topic. It is important to guard against a “runaway convention” which considers multiple issues or
topics that were not initiated by the
states;
e) Only state resolutions on a single
topic count when determining if a Constitutional Convention should be called.
Counting state requests by topic ensures
that there is sufficient interest in a particular subject to call a Convention and
enhances citizen interest and participation in the process; and
f) The validity of state calls for an Article
V Constitutional Convention must be
determined by the most recent action of
the state. If a state has enacted a rescission of its call, that rescission must be
respected by Congress.
http://forum.lwv.org/memberresources/article/league-positionadopted-constitutional-conventionsunder-article-v-us-const

goals for protecting democratic processes. Among the different entities that
spend money to influence elections, the
League supports the following comparative limits:
● Higher spending limits for political
parties, genuinely non-partisan voter
registration and get-out-the-vote organizations and activities, and candidates
spending money raised from contributors;
● Mid-level spending limits for individual
citizens (including wealthy individuals),
Political Action Committees (with funds
contributed by individuals associated
with the sponsoring organization, such
as employees, stockholders, members
and volunteers), and candidates spending their own money
● Lower spending limits for trade associations, labor unions and non-profit
organizations from their general treasury
funds;
● Severely restricted spending by forprofit organizations spending from their
corporate treasury funds; and
● No limits on spending by bona fide
newspapers, television, and other media,
including the Internet, except to address
partisan abuse or use of the media to
evade campaign finance regulations.
http://forum.lwv.org/memberresources/article/lwvus-position-moneypolitics

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS LANE COUNTY
Educating Voters

336 West 11th Ave., Suite 1
Eugene, OR 97401
Lwvlc.org

CALENDAR
APRIL
28, - 7pm - Eugene Mayoral Candidates Forum
Harris Hall, 125 E. 8th, Eugene

MAY
3, 7 pm - Secretary of State Candidates Forum

Wildish Community Theater, 620 Main, Springfield
4, 9:30 am - Action committee meeting (pg 3)
5, 6 pm - “Fix It” at Bijou (pg 4)
9, 9:15 am - Meet at EWEB for Filtration Plant tour (pg1)
10, 9:15 am - Meet at EWEB for Wastewater Plant tour
13, 2 pm - Voter Service meeting - League office
18, 1:30 pm - Board meeting, League office
20, Midnight - Argus deadline for June issue
The League office is open
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
11am - 1:30 pm

Thanks to our
2015-16 Directory
Advertisers
Lane Forest Products
Baker Bay Bead Co.
Eugene Hotel Retirement
Aayres Appliance Repair
Dot Dotson’s
Eugene’s Flower Home
Long's Meat Market
Olympic Landscape
Studio d Hair Salon

Please give this
to a friend

Our Mission
The League of WomenVoters, a
nonpartisan political organization,
encourages the informed and active
participation in government,
works to increase understanding of
major public policy issues, and
influences public policy through
education and advocacy.

For the latest information about
League events, meetings,
positions and the ARGUS,
visit our website lwvlc.org

League of Women Voters of Lane County
Membership Form

As a member of the League,
you will receive the monthly
newsletter from LWVLC
(Argus), which has information about our monthly and
unit meetings, and the
quarterly newsletter from the
Oregon League (Voter).
Mail the form and check
payable to LWVLC to:
LWVLC
338 West 11th Ave, Suite 101
Eugene, OR 97401

 Individual

$65

 Household (Two people at the same address)

$97.50

 Student

$20

 Individual after February 1st

$32

Name

Address

Phone

Unique Properties
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Caption describing picture
or graphic.

