
Spring is almost here - I 

promise. Astronomically 

speaking, the first day 

of spring is March 20. It 

officially is marked at 

12:15 pm. On that day 

there is about an equal 

amount of daylight as 

there is no daylight. Af-

ter March 20 the days 

grow longer. 
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As daylight stretches 

out a little longer, I al-

ways think there is 

more time to Get Things 

Done. Maybe dinner can 

be later. Maybe I can 

work an hour more be-

fore the computer is a 

beacon in the darkness. 

Maybe I should make all 

those appointments, 

throw out those cata-

logs, find out what is in 

the freezer, catch up 

with friends, look out-

side, go outside!   

 

Between now and the 

longest day of the year, 

there will be a blooming 

burst of voter service 

activity with four ballot 

measures likely in the 

city of Eugene, each of 

the three county com-

mission seats up this 

year being contested, 

and the open legislative 

seat in District 11 also 

bringing a contested pri-

mary. Many of the 11 

county commission can-

didates (total so far for 

the three seats) have 

approached the League 

about possible debates. 

Keli Osborn and her 

voter service team are 

working with other com-

munity groups to select 

venues, dates, modera-

tors, and volunteers. 

(Sign up now!) 

 

Between now and the 

longest day of the year 

in June (still too early!), 

the local League will 

have its annual meeting, 

the state League will 

SPRING IS ALMOST HERE 

by Linda Lynch, President 

 

THIRD THURSDAY  

 

 

U.S. Immigration Policy:  

Challenges and Opportunities 

 

Daniel J. Tichenor 

 

Philip H. Knight Chair of Social Science 

Senior Scholar, Wayne Morse Center 

Department of Political Science 

University of Oregon 

MARCH 15,  

Valley River Inn, 

Eugene 

Doors open at 11am - 

buffet served at 

11:30 

Open to the public - 

reservations are  

required  

To RSVP call  

541-343-7917 or 

League@lwvlc.org 

Lunch $17,  

beverage only $5 

PLEASE NOTE  -  If you know you will be attending, please notify us whether you will be lunching, just want a beverage or 

neither but want to  attend. This will help the staff set up the room to better accommodate our needs.  

 

have its biennial State 

Council, new people will 

join the League board; 

good friends will leave 

it.  

 

Between now and the 

longest day of the year, 

we should know whether 

we have received status 

as an organization to 

which all contributions 

will be tax deductible.  

 

Between now and the 

longest day of the year, I 

hope to see many of you 

often—at candidate de-

bates, issue forums, unit 

meetings, Third Thurs-

day lunches. We have an 

abundance of opportuni-

ties to be smart voters, 

engaged citizens, and to 

Get Things Done. 

https://waynemorsecenter.uoregon.edu/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/tichenor.gif


LWV of Lane County 

Board & Off Board 

Roster 2017-18 
 

President            

LINDA LYNCH 

 

Vice President 

KELI OSBORN 

 

Secretary                         

JEANNE TAYLOR 

 

Treasurer  

RHONDA LIVESAY 

 

Action                        

KAPPY EATON &            

PAT HOCKEN 

 

Argus Editor        

CHARLCIE KAYLOR 

 

Finance                      

JANET CALVERT 

 

Historian                   

GAYLE DOWNING 

 

Mailing Manager 

LINDA FERDOWSIAN 

 

Membership                 

BETTY-COE de BROEKERT 

 

Nominations 

DIANA GRANBERRY 
 

Office Manager 

LINDA FERDOWSIAN 

 

Program 

VACANT 

 

Public Relations         

KATHY MADISON 

 

Units   

MARY KEATING 

 

Voter Service             

KELI OSBORN 

UNITS 

Mary Keating, Chair 

Page 2 LWVLC March 2018 

Sanctuary cities and immigration are much in the news in recent months at all levels of 

government - national, state, and local. The March units will explore some of the historical, 

political, and current aspects of sanctuary cities and immigration that affect us all, directly or 

indirectly. We will consider the history of sanctuary cities and immigration (particularly in Ore-

gon), review federal and state legislation on immigration that is proposed or enacted, and con-

sider a personal story of immigration to Eugene. Come to a unit meeting to discuss these im-

portant topics.  

Susan Tavakolian 

Monday, March 12 

10 am – S. Willamette 

430 E. 46th Avenue 

H-Flo Alvergue 541-344-3430 

C- Anne Best 541-343-5124 
  

2 pm – Harlow Road 

394 Cherry Drive 

H- Barbara French 541-485-9090 

C- Mary Keating 541-344-4889 & 

Chris Donahue 541-344-2803 
 

5:30 pm - Eugene Downtown 

Ambrosia Restaurant 

174 E. Broadway 

C– Charlcie Kaylor 541-686-0124 
 

Tuesday,  March 13 

9:30 am – Coburg Rd. 

The Springs at Greer Gardens 

(Main Building)        

1282 Goodpasture Island Rd. 

H- Dorothy Cruickshank 541-342-2577 

C- Linda Ferdowsian 707-208-6007 
  

Noon – Springfield Unit   

Washburne Cafe 

326 Main Street 

H- Flo Alvergue 541-344-3430 

Wednesday, March 14 

10 am – East Eugene 

555 E. 15
th 

Central Presbyterian 

H- Stephanie Winsor 541-342-8243 

C- Diana Grandberry 541-342-8402 
 

1 pm – Cottage Grove 

The Axe and Fiddle   

657 East Main 

H- Gayle Downing 541-942-1858 
 

3 pm – S. W. Eugene 

On hiatus. 
 

Friday, March 16 

10:30 am – Cascade Manor 

Cascade View Room 

C- Frank Carlton 541-434-4140 

C- Pat McDaniels 541-434-4210 

Unit Briefing 

Tuesday, March 6, 3 pm 

Atrium – Sloat Room,  

10
th
 & Olive, Eugene 

All are welcome 

SPECIAL UNITS BRIEFING - MARCH 6 

Joel Garcia Iboa and Raquel Hecht will be presenting at the briefing. Come hear 

about the challenges immigrants face in our own community and in the state and 

the advocacy work that helps protect these vulnerable immigrants. 

Joel Garcia Iboa is the Coalition Coordinator for 

Causa Oregon. He manages One Oregon, a statewide coali-

tion defending against anti-immigrant and anti-Muslim poli-

cies and ballot measures and works to ensure that all Orego-

nians, regardless of country of birth, are treated with dignity 

and respect. The son of immigrants, Joel was born and raised 

in Eugene. He studied Sociology and Anthropology at the 

University of Oregon. Honing his skills in Movimiento Estudi-

antil Chicano de Aztlán (MEChA) and other 

social justice groups as a student, Joel en-

tered the environmental justice movement as 

an advocate, championing increased protec-

tions for farm and forestry workers exposed 

to chemicals in the workplace. Joel serves as 

Vice Chair for the City of Eugene Human 

Rights Commission and the Chair for Ore-

gon’s Environmental Justice Task Force. 

Raquel Hecht has been an immigration lawyer in the 

State of Oregon since 1993. She is a founding partner of 

Hecht & Norman, LLP, the largest immigration law office in 

Southern and Middle Oregon with offices in Eugene and 

Salem. Fluent in Spanish, Raquel is a tireless advocate for 

immigrant families, helping assist them in finding the best 

solutions to their immigration challenges by carefully lis-

tening to their life stories, dreams and aspi-

rations. She prepares immigrant and non-

immigrant visas and applications for per-

manent residence and provides relief from 

removal and deportation proceedings. Ac-

tive in the community, she is a frequent 

speaker at various professional events, a 

member of the City of Eugene Police Com-

mission, and an active Rotarian.  

For a complete reading of the LWVUS position on immigration -  

http://forum.lwv.org/member-resources/book/immigration 
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UNIT CHOICES IN FEBRUARY 

Instead of the directed discussions, Units arranged three tours, and two guests were asked to speak.  

Below are reports on the events.  

MIMS HOUSE - Charlcie Kaylor 

Monday evening unit chose to visit the 

Mims House, 330 High St. NAACP 

Eugene-Springfield is housed there, 

and its president, Eric Richardson, 

conducted a tour inside and outside 

the little gem 

of a house. 

He talked 

about the 

history, 

hopes, strug-

gles and vic-

tories of Afri-

can-American 

Eugeneans as 

embodied in 

the home. We 

learned about 

the future 

plans for the 

home and 

property to 

stabilize and 

maintain the 

house as a 

meeting and 

event venue.  
 

ABE LINCOLN CAME TO CASCADE 

MANOR - Frank Carlton 

As a special program for February, our 

Unit decided to invite Steve Holgate to 

present his Abe Lincoln impersona-

tion. He has been doing this for 20 

years since retiring from the Foreign 

Service. We had a good crowd (50+), 

and Steve did a good job looking like 

his subject and speaking like him with 

quotes from the Gettysburg address 

and his second inaugural address. 

Then he answered 

questions about 

the Civil War, his 

generals and his 

cabinet. All in all it 

was a special eve-

ning. 
 

YOUTH HOUSE PROJECT – Hope for 

Homeless Teens – Jeanne Armstrong 

“Imagine for a moment that you are a 

homeless 16-year-old girl...”  About 20 

members of the League responded to 

that request on February 12 with a 

tour of St. Vincent de Paul’s Youth 

House for homeless, unaccompanied 

teen girls in South Eugene. Members 

of Units 1 and 3 had selected this visit 

as their unit choice for February. 
 

Fourteen teen girls, ages 16 to 18, will 

be able to live for up to two years in 

this well planned, secure home as they 

prepare to live independently and suc-

cessfully as adults. A manager will live 

on-site, and counselors will provide 

comprehensive services to residents. 

Mentors will assist the girls with their 

particular needs, helping them to stay 

in school, find and keep employment, 

and make plans for future housing 

and education. 
 

Paul Neville, Director of Public Rela-

tions for “St. 

Vinnie’s,” 

shared the 

history and 

hopes of the 

Youth 

House, an-

swered our 

numerous 

questions, 

and directed 

our tour of 

the facility 

that in-

cludes a separate apartment for each 

girl, a great room, kitchen, computer 

room and more. 
 

Partners in the Youth House include 

public school districts, Food for Lane 

County, Direction Service, Hosea 

Youth Services, and 15
th
 Night. Many 

individual community members and 

groups have contributed materials, 

services, and money to support this 

effort to move forward to address the 

needs of our homeless citizens. 

EMERALD VILLAGE - Diane Grandberry  

Some of our unit members visited 

Emerald Village, part of SquareOne 

Villages, which is a non-profit organiza-

tion dedicated to creating self-managed 

communities of cost-effective tiny 

homes for people in need of housing.  

We found a fenced-off, relatively large 

lot off North Polk containing 22 tiny 

houses in various stages.  

From Andrew Heben, our gracious 

host, we learned the slabs were all 

done at one time as were sidewalks to 

allow for fire trucks. The houses 

ranged from studio to two-bedroom 

with bathrooms, lofts, bedrooms, living 

room, and kitchen area. A common 

area already has a buildings for bikes 

and recycling with a larger building to 

have stoves, laundry appliances, etc.  

It was impressive, with architects de-

signing, materials delivered, and peo-

ple working - all donated. The govern-

ing board plans to begin with five ani-

mals allowed. Residents will have $50 

of their rent ($250-350) going into a 

fund that can be withdrawn when they 

leave. We left feeling encouraged by 

another option for low income people. 

HOUSING ISSUES - Flo Alvergue 

SE Eugene unit met February 12 to hear our speaker, 

Heather Buch, speak on the Special Projects under her 

charge with St. Vincent de Paul. She addressed housing 

issues in Lane County and told 18 League members about 

the Oakridge and Saginaw mobile home projects she has 

overseen. Conditions have improved for the residents 

with building improvements and diminished crime.  



2018 Initiative Petitions  

As of February 21, 40 citizen 

initiative petitions have been 

filed with the Secretary of 

State’s office. Ten have been 

approved for circulation. 

However, none has qualified 

yet for the ballot. The dead-

line for turning in petitions is 

July 6
th

. To qualify for the 

ballot a signature petition 

must have at least 88,184 

signatures. To qualify for a 

constitutional amendment 

117, 578 valid signatures 

must be turned in. Most peti-

tions will need 25% more 

than the required number of 

signatures because there are 

at least that many that will be 

invalid.  

 

2018 Legislative Session  

LWVOR Action Committee has 

been considering several bills 

for elections division budget 

reconciliation which all 

passed in work session with-

out a public hearing. HB 

4033,  the study and analysis 

of 2017 election laws, was 

pulled to form a task force 

(including LWVOR) to review 

HJR 201 A, housing, and HJR 

203 A, health care. The 

League, as always, is ensur-

ing that voters are well in-

formed.  

 

SB 1551 addressing the Equi-

fax breach of cyber security 

passed unanimously and is 

proceeding to the floor, and 

its equivalent, HB 4147 A, is 

proceeding to the House 

Rules on a partisan vote.  

 

HJR 203 A is the proposal for 

a constitutional amendment 

that declares access to health 

care a right passed the House 

on a party line vote. As of 

February 19
th

 it was sched-

uled for discussion in the 

Senate.  

 

Other bills of interest which 

at the time of this Argus are 

in committee:  HB 4005 A, 

the requirement to report 

prices and costs of manufac-

turing pharmaceuticals to the 

Dept. of Consumer and Busi-

ness Services, and HB 4151 

A, which requires state agen-

future budget periods. The 

second factor, a potential eq-

uity market correction, draws 

down revenues after a short 

delay. 

  

Oregon’s tax collections are 

tied to federal tax law. As a 

result, most federal changes to 

what is defined as income or to 

what can be deducted or ex-

cluded, directly feed into Ore-

gon tax collections. The new 

20% federal deduction for pass-

through income will feed di-

rectly into lower Oregon tax-

able income, and reduce Ore-

gon revenues. 

  

Impact estimates suggest that 

Oregon’s General Fund reve-

nues will be reduced by more 

than $200 million in the cur-

rent biennium due to TCJA but, 

during the next decade, in-

crease revenues by more than 

$200 million per biennium.  

 

These revenue impact esti-

mates only tell part of the 

story, however, as households, 

firms and tax professionals are 

all certain to change their be-

havior in light of the new rules 

of the game. Many of these 

behavioral responses, includ-

ing the macroeconomic effects, 

will serve to mute the impact of 

TJCA on Oregon General Fund 

collections. While changes in 

the timing of tax payments are 

already evident, it will take 

some time before it becomes 

clear how many taxpayers will 

change their filing status in 

light of TJCA provisions.  

 

Finally, Oregon’s General Fund 

is sensitive to equity prices, 

given our dependence on per-

sonal income taxes. The per-

formance of equity markets 

feeds into personal and corpo-

rate tax liability in many com-

plex ways, but capital gains are 

the largest single piece. Al-

though housing wealth is play-

ing a larger role in driving tax-

able capital gains during the 

current business cycle than in 

the past, earnings and losses 

in stock markets account for 

the lion’s share of movements 

in taxable capital gains in the 

typical year. 

 

cies to purchase prescription 

drugs through the Oregon 

Prescription Drug Program to 

hold down costs.  

 

HB 4018 A sets boundaries 

for Community Care Organi-

zations and requires open 

meetings and risk bearing 

representatives on the boards.  

 

The day after the Parkland, 

Florida shooting, February 15, 

HB 4145 A passed the House 

on a bi-partisan vote of 37-23 

and is now in the Senate Judi-

ciary Committee. It is labeled 

the “Boyfriend Loophole” bill 

adds boyfriends or other 

household members to those 

who can have their firearms 

removed if they are convicted 

of stalking and domestic vio-

lence. SJM 202, urges Con-

gress to define and regulate 

rapid fire enhancing accesso-

ries, such as bump stocks. It 

is being considered in the 

Senate as of this writing.  

 

Oregon’s Economic and 

Revenue Forecast –  

February 16, 2018  

Excerpts from the Executive 

Summary  

In Oregon, the outlook re-

mains bright as the economy 

continues to hit the sweet 

spot. Employment growth is 

more than enough to meet 

population gains and to ab-

sorb the workers coming back 

into the labor market. Wages 

are rising faster than in the 

typical state, as are household 

incomes. That said, employ-

ment and measures of eco-

nomic wages have come in 

below expectations in the 

second half of 2017. From 

this somewhat lower starting 

point, the modest economic 

boosts provided by federal tax 

changes results in a relatively 

unchanged forecast overall.  

 

Since the September 2017 

forecast, two significant fac-

tors have changed Oregon’s 

General Fund revenue out-

look. The first factor, the new 

federal tax law (Tax Cuts and 

Jobs Act), stands to reduce 

state revenues in the near 

term and will boost them in 
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STATE OF THE STATE 

By Kappy Eaton, Action Co-Chair 

Action 

Committee 

Meeting 

 

March 7 

9:30 am 

Apt. 234 

600 Waterford Way 

Eugene 

  

Please contact 

Pat Hocken at 

541-343-1138 or  

jphocken@comcast.net 

If you have 

questions 

 

All League members 

are welcome to 

participate on the 

committee that makes 

recommendations to 

the LWVLC Board about 

possible League 

advocacy on local 

issues.  
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LOCAL ACTION 

By Pat Hocken, Action Co-Chair 

My column this month will 

focus on four City of Eugene 

measures that will appear 

on the May 15 ballot. Two 

are funding measures for 

parks, and two are compet-

ing proposals to create an 

independent auditor posi-

tion within city government. 
 

Funding for Eugene Parks 

The Eugene City Council has 

referred two measures that 

would provide funding for 

parks and recreation capital 

improvements and for op-

erations and maintenance. 
 

One measure would author-

ize the issuance of 

$39,350,000 in general obli-

gation bonds to be retired 

by property taxes over 20 

years at the estimated rate 

of $0.26 per $1,000 of as-

sessed value. This would be 

approximately $58 per year 

for a typical homeowner. 

The bond proceeds could 

only be used for specific 

projects: park renovation 

projects at identified facili-

ties, trails and habitat pro-

jects, safety and lighting 

improvements, infrastruc-

ture projects, school district 

partnerships, community 

center and pool improve-

ments including Sheldon 

Pool. 
 

The other measure is a five-

year local option levy of 

$3,150,000 per year for op-

erations and maintenance 

which is estimated to cost 

an average homeowner 

about $41 per year in prop-

erty taxes at a tax rate of 

$0.19 per $1000 of as-

sessed value. The levy pro-

ceeds would be spent for 

park and safety security, 

illegal activity response, 

general park maintenance, 

habitat and natural area 

maintenance, and future 

park and community center 

and pool and field mainte-

nance. 
 

For both measures there 

would be an outside audit to 

determine if the proceeds 

were spent as intended. The 

potential annual cost would 

be partially offset by $30 

per year for the typical 

homeowner due to the re-

tirement of the park acquisi-

tion bonds approved in 

1998. 
 

The League board voted to 

support both these meas-

ures based on the following 

local positions: 

Capital Improvement Financ-

ing which supports the 

maintenance of capital im-

provements, 

Local Government Finance 

which supports adequate 

financing; an equitable, ade-

quate, stable and flexible 

system of taxation that is 

understandable and easy to 

administer, and measures 

for specific services. 

Parklands which believes 

that parklands are an essen-

tial element of our society 

and that local communities 

should acquire and maintain 

park and recreational facili-

ties and open spaces. 
 

Eugene Auditor 

The May ballot will include 

two competing charter 

amendment measures to 

establish an independent 

audit function in the City of 

Eugene.   
 

Measure 20-283 was placed 

on the ballot by initiative 

petition and creates the of-

fice of independent auditor 

headed by an elected City 

Auditor. The Eugene Council 

referred an alternate meas-

ure, which creates the posi-

tion of an Independent Per-

formance Auditor that would 

be appointed and super-

vised by the Eugene Council 

and creates a citizen per-

formance audit review board 

to advise the Council and 

the auditor. The alternate 

proposal does not yet have a 

measure number. If both 

measures receive a majority 

of yes votes in the election, 

only the one with the 

greater number of yes votes 

will go into effect. 

The charter is like the con-

stitution for the city and can 

only be amended by a vote 

of the people. Thus the spe-

cific provisions of an 

adopted charter amendment 

cannot be altered by the 

Eugene Council but can only 

be changed by a subsequent 

election. 
 

Some background on 

Eugene's governmental 

structure might be helpful at 

this point. In the city man-

ager form of government, 

which the Eugene charter 

generally follows, the 

elected council is a policy-

making body that supervises 

only one employee, the city 

manager, who is solely re-

sponsible for implementing 

city policy and who directly 

oversees all other city em-

ployees. When the commu-

nity wanted an independent 

police auditor who would 

report directly to the Coun-

cil, not the city manager, it 

was necessary for citizens to 

amend the charter, which 

was done. Similarly, to cre-

ate an independent auditor 

position, it is necessary to 

amend the charter. Under 

Measure 20-283, the inde-

pendent elected auditor 

would report directly to the 

voters and be subject to 

election every four years. 

Under the alternate measure 

the independent appointed 

auditor would report not to 

the city manager but directly 

to the council and a council-

appointed citizen review 

board. 
 

The League board and ac-

tion committee have studied 

both the measures through 

the lens of League positions. 

The principles of the League 

of Women Voters of the 

United States (LWVUS) sup-

port transparency and open-

ness in government and the 

efficient use of government 

resources, which are some 

of the benefits that can ac-

crue from the creation of an 

independent audit function. 

Local League positions sup-

port citizen participation, 

adequacy of services, effec-

tiveness of governance, and 

economy of administration. 
 

So it would seem at first 

glance that the LWVLC should 

support a measure to create 

a city auditor position. How-

ever, an in-depth analysis of 

the measures reveals con-

cerns. 
 

Measure 20-283 to create an 

Office of the Independent 

Auditor headed by an elected 

City Auditor has many seri-

ous flaws. The measure pro-

vides limited opportunity for 

on-going citizen participa-

tion. The auditor alone has 

the right to determine the 

work plan, that is, what as-

pects of city government will 

be investigated. The auditor 

is granted unrestricted ac-

cess to any records the audi-

tor believes are needed. The 

auditor has the authority to 

interpret the requirements of 

the charter, hire legal coun-

sel, and issue subpoenas. An 

open question is the degree 

of access to records of other 

local governments and pri-

vate entities. There is no city 

or Oregon residency require-

ment for the elected auditor 

even during his or her tenure 

in office. In the first election 

for the auditor in November 

2018, the winner only needs 

a plurality of the vote to ob-

tain a full four-year term. The 

compensation for the auditor 

(approximately ($162,000) 

and the minimum required 

annual budget for the office 

(almost $700,000) seem ex-

cessive with no rationale pro-

vided for these amounts. The 

elected auditor can only be 

removed by death, recall, 

resignation, adjudicated in-

competence, or conviction of 

an offense pertaining to the 

office (not other criminal be-

havior). 
 

Other considerations are that 

choosing a technical profes-

(Continued on page 6) 
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Additionally, here are a few resources 

that can help you stay up to date: 
 

Lane County 

https://lanecounty.org/cms/One.aspx?

portalId=3585881&pageId=9880768 
 

State of Oregon 

https://secure.sos.state.or.us/orestar/

CFSearchPage.do 

http://sos.oregon.gov/voting-

elections/Pages/default.aspx 
 

City of Eugene 

https://www.eugene-or.gov/518/

Elections 
 

City of Springfield 

http://www.springfield-or.gov/CMO/

Elections2016/Elections2018.htm 
 

City of Florence 

http://www.ci.florence.or.us/

citymanager/city-recorder-economic-

development-coordinator-kelli-weese 
 

City of Cottage Grove 

http://www.cottagegrove.org/

citymanager/page/city-elections 

Late February—and we’re already in 

the thick of election business in Voter 

Service! When it comes to potential 

forums this spring, we’re talking with 

the Eugene and Springfield City Clubs 

and other organizations as well as 

candidates and concerned community 

members. Among contested races in 

May are three open seats on the Lane 

County Board of Commissioners, Posi-

tions 1 (West), 2 (Springfield) and 5 

(East). We also may be providing infor-

mation on voter registration and edu-

cating voters about ballot measures 

through a speaker’s bureau.  

 

We need help in April and May. Would 

you like to join us for an hour, for an 

evening? Volunteer opportunities will 

include: 

LWVLC March 2018 

 Serving as a timekeeper at candi-

date forums 

 Learning about ballot measures 

and sharing information at civic 

clubs and residential centers (you 

can limit the number of presenta-

tions you take on) 

 Developing and reviewing forum 

questions 

 

When we get a break from elections, 

we want to tackle the big-picture voter 

education issues of gerrymandering, 

redistricting, and voter engagement. 

Come join us! 

 

Team members: Flo Alvergue, Sharon 

Amasha, Janet Calvert, Gary Harmon, 

Carol Hildebrand, Rosemary Isabell, 

Keli Osborn 

Voter Service 

Committee Meeting 

March 9, 2 pm 

League Office  

 VOTER SERVICE IN THE THICK OF IT 

By Keli Osborn, Chair 

YOUR CITY NEEDS YOU! 

The vacancies on the Library Board include one youth represen-

tative who must be 25 years or younger. 
 

The deadline for applying to serve on committees with the City 

of Springfield is Friday, March 2. The city is accepting applica-

tions for the Springfield Museum Committee, the city Budget 

Committee and the city Planning Commission. 
 

The City of Cottage Grove has two vacancies on the city Budget 

Committee with the deadline of Friday, March 9, to apply. 
 

In all cases, there is an application form on line that must be 

completed. In some cases there are additional questions to an-

swer. If you are interested in any of these opportunities you 

should visit the cities' websites.  

Linda Lynch 

March 31 is the deadline for applications to serve on 

the City of Eugene's advisory boards and commis-

sions. There are vacancies to be 

filled on the: 

Budget Committee 

Civilian Review Board 

Planning Commission 

Human Rights Commission 

Toxics Board 

Library Board 

Historic Review Board 

Whilamut Citizen Planning Committee 

Lane Regional Air Protection Agency Cultural Services 

Advisory Committee 

sional by election is probably not the 

best way to ensure competence and 

effectiveness in performance of du-

ties. Cities are required by Oregon 

state budget law to have an annual 

audit conducted by an outside CPA 

firm. It is puzzling that the measure 

assigns the elected auditor responsi-

bility for overseeing this audit. The 

City's comprehensive annual financial 

report has been annually audited in 

compliance with all federal, state, and 

professional requirements and has 

(Continued from page 5) time. And because it was drafted to 

specifically address flaws in the initia-

tive measure, it is reactive and more 

proscriptive than is appropriate for a 

charter amendment. 
 

The League board has discussed the 

appointed auditor position at length 

but has not yet reached a final decision 

on whether the League should support 

the measure, oppose it, or remain neu-

tral. If you have an opinion on the 

proper approach, please share it 

with the board. 

earned an award from the national 

Government Finance Officers Associa-

tion for 40 plus years. 
 

The independent appointed auditor 

measure referred to the voters by the 

city council fixes many of the flaws of 

the initiative noted above including 

the excessive cost and the lack of citi-

zen or other oversight. However, like 

the initiative, it was not created in a 

robust public process - it was brought 

forward by a citizen's group and modi-

fied by the Council in a short span of 

https://lanecounty.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=3585881&pageId=9880768
https://lanecounty.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=3585881&pageId=9880768
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/orestar/CFSearchPage.do
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/orestar/CFSearchPage.do
http://sos.oregon.gov/voting-elections/Pages/default.aspx
http://sos.oregon.gov/voting-elections/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.eugene-or.gov/518/Elections
https://www.eugene-or.gov/518/Elections
http://www.springfield-or.gov/CMO/Elections2016/Elections2018.htm
http://www.springfield-or.gov/CMO/Elections2016/Elections2018.htm
http://www.ci.florence.or.us/citymanager/city-recorder-economic-development-coordinator-kelli-weese
http://www.ci.florence.or.us/citymanager/city-recorder-economic-development-coordinator-kelli-weese
http://www.ci.florence.or.us/citymanager/city-recorder-economic-development-coordinator-kelli-weese
http://www.cottagegrove.org/citymanager/page/city-elections
http://www.cottagegrove.org/citymanager/page/city-elections
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The month of March brings daffodils, trilliums, crocus and the letter from the League of Women Voters of Lane County 

asking you to donate what you can to keep our League active and relevant. 

 

Please read the letter and respond. I know from personal experience that we all get many requests to support a multitude 

of very worthy causes. Our League runs on our volunteer power, our dues, our generosity, some donations from commu-

nity members and various other fund raising activities. We need resources to make League’s new Vision Statement a real-

ity. 

 

We envision a democracy where every person has the desire, the right, the knowledge, and the confidence to participate. 

READ THE MAIL FROM LWVLC 

by Janet Calvert, Finance Chair 

CIVIL DISCOURSE:  LETTING GO OF WINNING 

By Marge Easley, LWVOR National Popular Vote Portfolio Chair 

How can we do a better job of foster-

ing civil discourse in today’s polarized 

world? It may seem like an impossible 

task when bombarded by examples of 

angry rhetoric from both sides. Our 

first reaction is to defend our own 

positions by insisting that “our side” is 

right and the “other side” is wrong. 

Yet it’s important to remember that 

the art of true civil discourse starts 

with listening and letting go of the 

idea of winning and losing. 

      

Here are some excellent words of ad-

vice from a Common Dreams article 

(March 6, 2016) by Zoe Weil, entitled 

Civil Discourse Leads to Positive 

Change:  Insults Do Not.  

Ironically, it is when we are not Com-

peting to be “right” that we are most 

likely to have our perspectives 

adopted by others. Civil discourse isn’t 

just a better path for living and work-

ing together peacefully; it is a better 

path strategically if we want our ideas 

to be thoughtfully considered and po-

tentially embraced by others. 

 

If you’re really angry and desperately 

want positive change, then civil dis-

course is your best path forward. 

Venting your anger publicly isn’t only 

counterproductive, it’s also selfish. It 

doesn’t serve your greater goal; it 

only serves your most frustrated self. 

And given all the terrible, destructive, 

dangerous things that are happening 

in our society and the world, we need 

to harness the energy of our rage for 

positive purposes and meaningful 

change. 

 

Civil discourse is a practice. It Re-

quires deep commitment (and deep 

breaths). But it works better than any-

thing else to create the foundation for 

collaboration toward positive change-

making that meets the needs of all 

stakeholders. 

 

(This is the first of several more arti-

cles on civil discourse.) 

Day at the Legislature with LWVLC members 

Veronika and Jerry Walton, Flo Alvergue, 

Barbara Carter and Anne Best 
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Age-Friendly Transportation:  

How technology is changing the way we move  

March 8, 8:30 to 10 am 

Holiday Inn 919 Kruse Way, Springfield 

RSVP 

https://aarp.cvent.com/AgeFriendlyTranportationLane  

 

Jana Lynott is a Senior 

Strategic Policy Advisor 

with AARP Public Policy 

Institute’s Livable Com-

munities team. 
 

As a researcher, writer, 

videographer, and keynote 

speaker, Jana brings to her 

work a passion for the role 

community design and transportation service play 

in the health and quality of life of people of all 

ages, abilities, and incomes. Her recent publica-

tions cover a variety of topics such as transit-

oriented development, human services transporta-

tion coordination, accessible street design, and the 

travel patterns of older adults.  

 

Jana was responsible for the development of 

AARP’s groundbreaking Livability Index, initially 

released in 2015. This first-of-its-kind online tool 

measures how well every neighborhood in the 

United States meets residents’ needs. It uses a 

scoring system of 60 indicators spread across 

seven categories of livability: housing, neighbor-

hood, transportation, environment, health, en-

gagement, and opportunity. Jana manages AARP’s 

transportation research agenda and is responsible 

for the development of policy related to transpor-

tation. 

AARP Livability Solutions Forum:  

Building Age-Friendly Communities 

April 4 - 5:30 pm  

Lane Community College, Downtown 

RSVP -  https://aarp.cvent.com/LivabilityLaneCounty  

 
 

Danielle Arigoni, Director, AARP Livable Commu-

nities (a U of O graduate) 
 

For nearly two decades, Danielle has been a leader 

in national-level efforts to expand  investment in 

sustainability and livability. Prior to joining AARP, 

Danielle worked for the U.S. Department of Hous-

ing and Urban Development where, as director of 

the office of economic development, she worked to 

improve sustainability through strategic invest-

ments in community-based planning, high-performance buildings 

and resilient infrastructure. 

 

Danielle was the staff lead for the HUD Climate Council, and was the 

staff representative to President Barack Obama's White House Coun-

cil on Climate Preparedness and Resilience. She previously worked 

in the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's Smart Growth pro-

gram, where she won awards and led efforts to better integrate af-

fordable housing into the smart growth movement. She helped lead 

the publication of two seminal publications on smart growth, Af-

fordable Housing and Smart Growth: Making the Connection and 

Getting to Smart Growth: 100 Policies for Implementation. 
 

Danielle holds a bachelor's degree in planning, public policy and 

management from the University of Oregon and a master's degree 

in regional planning from Cornell University. She has worked as a 

strategy team director for the urban planning office of the U.S. 

Agency for International Development and as a U.S. Peace Corps 

volunteer and town planner in Murang'a, Kenya. 

LIVABLE COMMUNITIES 

HOUSING SUMMIT by Lois Taylor 

Nancy Mills, Lois Taylor, Ruth Duem-

ler, Pat Hocken, Keli Osborn and Linda 

Lynch, Barbara French and Preston 

French attended the housing summit 

at the University of Oregon, February 

21, along with about 250 other peo-

ple. Also attending were city council 

members, city planners, other city 

workers; representatives of St. Vincent 

dePaul, Cornerstone Community Hous-

ing, Homes for Good, Shelter Care and 

other non-profits; representatives 

from Congressman DeFazio and Sena-

tor Wyden, health care workers, archi-

tects, builders and realtors.   

 

I am hopeful the summit did motivate 

enough people who are in the right 

places to keep up the push. It is a local 

issue that the League can monitor and 

speak to, and perhaps make a differ-

ence, because we are already paying 

attention. 
 

Click on the link below to watch a short 

clip presented at the summit. It in-

cludes interesting data and comments 

from involved community leaders in-

cluding Pat Hocken. 
 

https://vimeo.com/256725187/256725187 
 

We will discuss housing affordability 

and availability at April Units. 

The purpose was, first, to make very 

clear to people in a position to do 

something that the housing shortage 

in our area is at crisis level, and then, 

to jumpstart action on many fronts. A 

former city of Bend development offi-

cial generated some excitement with 

his suggestion that it was past time 

for Eugene to initiate an excise tax on 

new development, raising money spe-

cifically for low-income housing. Bend 

has had the construction excise tax 

for some time and has been able to 

build lots of housing because of it. Of 

course, there was some resistance to 

the idea. 

AARP has invited the League to cosponsor two events with  

two national experts on livable communities.  

https://vimeo.com/256725187/256725187
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Beginning with the March Third Thursday Luncheon look for 

the “League Information” table staffed by League members at 

each Third Thursday from 11 to 11:30 am. The League Infor-

mation table is designed to be an informal question and an-

swer opportunity to answer some of the questions such as 

Why Join the League? and, as a member of the League, How 

Do I Get Involved? 
 

Why join the League? 

 Empower voters and help protect their right to vote. 

 Educate and inform citizens on current issues and the 

political process. 

 Study current issues with other League members and ad-

vocate on these issues. 

 Learn hands-on about civics education, community issues, 

our government, the political process, and more… 

 Work to ensure that ALL votes are counted and ALL voices 

are heard.  

 Preserve our constitutional rights.  

 Help bring positive, lasting change in our communities. 
 

League of Women Voters help MAKE DEMOCRACY WORK! 
 

Once I join the League, how do I get Involved?  

 Attend Third Thursday Luncheons  

 Attend Unit – discussion group – meetings 

 Read the Argus, our League’s newsletter 

 Read Everymember materials, in depth studies on issues 

 Attend / volunteer to help at an event 

 Attend active, working committee meetings including 

Voter Service, Program, Action, or Membership.  
 

Schedules are in the Argus and on the LWVLC website. 

Welcome New Members to Lane County 

League of Women Voters 
 

Joining the League of Women Voters is a great way to 

get involved in our community and to play an active role 

in our democracy.  

Welcome to the following 32 individuals as new Lane 

County League members for 2017 – 2018: Helen 

Beardsworth, David Beardsworth, Martha Binstadt, 

Heather Buch, Sandy Coffin, Richard Cundiff, Leslie Gay, 

Anna Gladstone, David Goldberg*, Diana Goodboe*, 

Paula Grisafe, Bryan Haynes, JoAnn Hoffman, Cynthia 

Kokis*, Debra Levinson, Jack Maddex, Barbara Maier, 

Dianne Mattison-Nottage, Ardean Maxey, Kaley McCarty, 

Nancy Mills, Nicole Mombell, Doris Murphy, John Not-

tage, Teresa Parker, Laura Parrish*, Cynthia Sharp, Jetta 

Siegel, Marilyn Torsen, Kimberly Weston*, and Becky 

Wright. 
 

There has been an increase in the level of interest in 

League membership. People appear to be drawn to the 

League because it is nonpartisan – it doesn’t weigh in 

on party politics, but it does take a stand on issues. 

League members are passionate activists who work year 

round to register new voters, host community forums 

and debates, and provide voters with election informa-

tion they need. We engage at the local and state levels 

on legislative priorities and efforts to improve our elec-

tions.  
 

*These four members have joined since the 2017-2018 

Directory was published. 

MEMBERSHIP - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

by Betty-Coe de Broekert, Chair 

Membership 

Committee Meeting 

April 17, 2 pm 

League Office  

No meeting in March 

THINK BEFORE YOU INK 

Things to consider before signing an initiative petition  
 

Is it TOO COMPLEX? - Some decisions may be simple yes or no votes. Other decisions will affect many areas of  

government. Make sure you understand the implications and consequences if this petition becomes law. 
 

Is it CLEAR? Some proposals aren’t well-written. They may have conflicts requiring court interpretations or resolutions. 
 

Does it  BELONG in the Constitution? Is it a fundamental law that should be protected? Changes or mistakes would  

require another (costly) election to amend the Oregon Constitution. 
 

Is it an “unfunded mandate?” Would the Legislature need to pull funds from other essential programs? Initiatives should 

generally not earmark, restrict, or obligate specific General Fund revenue percentages. 
 

Before you sign, ask to see ID. Paid gatherers must carry photo ID issued by the Secretary of State. State law requires 

them to show ID to certain officials, but not to voters. If they don’t, voters can reasonably wonder why. Numerous  

instances of fraud could have been avoided by insisting on seeing ID. If fraud is found, your information could help. 



Thanks to our       

2017-18 Directory        

Advertisers  

 

Lane Forest Products 

Baker Bay Bead Co. 

Christine Dambach,                

Farmers Insurance 

 

Eugene Hotel Retirement 

Unique Properties  

Aayres Appliance Repair 

Ambrosia 

Bel Ami 

Coburg Road Car Wash 

Dot Dotson’s 

Eugene’s Flower Home 

Long's Meat Market  

Studio d  Hair Salon 

Membership Form - July 2017 thru June 2018 

 

Individual                               $ 70 

Household (two people at the same address)$105 

Student                             $ 20 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

Name 

 

_______________________________________________ 

Address 

 

_______________________________________________ 

Phone 

 

_______________________________________________ 

Email (for League use only) 

League of Women Voters of Lane County 

Please give 

to a friend 

Mail the form and 

check payable to 

LWVLC to: 

LWVLC 

338 W 11th Ave. 

Eugene, OR 97401 

338 West 11th Ave., Suite 100, Eugene, OR 97401  541-343-7917 

For the latest information about League events, 

meetings, positions and the Argus, visit our website 

http://lwvlc.org/ 

Remember to “like” us on Facebook! 

Our Mission                                                                         
The League of  Women Voters, a  

nonpartisan political organization, 
encourages the informed and active  

participation in government,    
works to increase understanding of 

major public policy issues, and   
influences public policy through 

education and advocacy.  

LWVLC Office Hours 

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 

11am - 1:30 pm 

http://lwvlc.org/get-involved/donate/ 

CALENDAR 

MARCH 

6 - 3 pm, Unit Briefing (pg. 2) 

7 - 9:30 am, Action Committee (pg. 4)  

8 - 8:30 am, Livable Communities Event (pg. 8) 

9 - 2 pm, Voter Service Committee (pg. 6) 

12 to 16 - Unit meetings (pg. 2) 

15 - Third Thursday - US Immigration Policy (pg. 1) 

21 - 1:30 pm, LWVLC Board meeting, League office 

23 - Argus deadline - midnight! 

 

No Membership committee meeting in March (pg. 9) 


