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SUPPORT TWO GREAT CAUSES... 

LWVOR YOUTH COUNCIL AND PRIDE 

WHAT’S INSIDE 

• Unit information and Naturalization (pg. 2) 

• Unit Discussion Topics  (pg. 3) 

• Formerly and Currently  Incarcerated Voters Project (pg. 4) 

• Picnic! and Observer Corps (pg. 4) 

• Membership and Community Events (pg. 5) 

• New Director (pg. 6)  

• Protest Safety Guidelines (pg. 7) 
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UNIT NEED SURVEY RESULTS 

BY MARJ MAXWELL, UNIT CHAIR 

LWVLC JULY 2025 

LWV of Lane County 

Board and Off Board 

Roster 2025-26 
 

President 

TERRY PARKER 

president@lwvlc.org 

■ 

Co - Vice Presidents 

BEATRICE MCKENZIE & 

LINDA FERDOWSIAN  

vicepresident@lwvlc.org 

■ 

Secretary          

JEANNE TAYLOR 

secretary@lwvlc.org 

■ 

Treasurer  

PATTY SANDOZ 

treasurer@lwvlc.org 

■ 

Action          

TERRY PARKER 

action@lwvlc.org 
■ 

Argus Editor & Historian  

CHARLCIE KAYLOR  

argus@lwvlc.org 

■ 

Communications Director 

JULIE KNESS 

jkness@lwvlc.org 

______  

 

Development 

LAURA ENGLAND 

FLANIGAN 

development@lwvlc.org 

■ 

Manager & Office Manager 

LINDA FERDOWSIAN 

office@lwvlc.org 
■ 

Membership        

RICHARD CUNDIFF & 

RUTH SEEGER 

membership@lwvlc.org 
■ 

Nominations 

PAULA GRISAFI 
■ 

Program Co-chairs 

SHARON AMASHA & 

program@lwvlc.org 

LORI BARKER 

loribarker@lwvlc.org 
■ 

Technology Director 

RHONDA LIVESAY 

technologydir@lwvlc.org 

■ 

Units 

MARJORIE MAXWELL 

marjmaxwell@gmail.com  

■ 

Voter Service 

NANCY MILLS 

voterservice@lwvlc.org 

■ 

Webmaster 

OPEN 

webmaster@lwvlc.org 

■ 

Director at Large 

MORGAN VIERHELLER 

morganv@lwvlc.org  

The Unit Need Survey indicated a group 

of members are interested in an evening 

Zoom meeting on Monday, Tuesday or 

Wednesday, starting 5 - 5:30pm. In order 

to offer this opportunity we will need a 

Zoom operator and leader. Unit leaders 

lead discussion, record feedback or have 

another attendee record the feedback. 

Questions to guide discussion are out-

lined in the study guide. Feedback is 

sent to the Unit Chair. Subject resource 

people are provided by the study com-

mittee. The League has a Zoom account. 

Let me know if you are able to help! 

 

Barbara French has offered to host and 

lead a Thursday 2pm meeting in the  

Coburg Road area.  

 

Unit meetings usually meet the second 

week of the month. 

A noon meeting in Springfield was men-

tioned. If this is something that you 

think you would attend, and you did not 

indicate this on a survey, please let me 

know.  

 

Additional resources shared include in-

formation about a free Eugene meeting 

space and someone willing to share day-

time Unit leader responsibilities. As usu-

al, you are amazing folks and it takes a 

village! 

 

Contact   Marj Maxwell: marjmax-

well@gmail.com or 541-521-3051 by text 

or phone, if you can help. Looking for-

ward to hearing from everyone! 

 

Unit Study/ Discussion Groups will re-

sume in October 2025. The topic will be 

Earthquake Preparedness.  

See page three. 

THE NEXT  

NATURALIZATION CEREMONY  

BY MARY KEATING 

will be July 24, 10am  

at the  

Wayne L. Morse US Courthouse 

405 East Eighth Avenue 

Eugene, OR 97401 

League members are encouraged to attend.  

Visitor parking is at the courthouse site. 

To RSVP contact Mary Keating  

myrnalouise@hotmail.com or (541)344-4889 

                                                                                                                            (Photo by Patty Sandoz) 

Hello Lane County! 

 

As we shared at the Convention, we’re so pleased that the state League will now 

be offering Zoom licenses to support the important work happening in our Local 

Leagues and Units across Oregon. This is one of the ways we’re working to re-

duce barriers and strengthen organizational capacity at the local level. 

 

We’ll be following up with each League/Unit individually in the coming weeks to 

work out the details of access and usage. with your Zoom license.  

 
Lindsay LaPlante (she/they) 
LWV Oregon 
Membership & Development Coordinator, Vote411 Support 
 

https://goo.gl/maps/9GQ8MsLBaYjZKvBm8
https://goo.gl/maps/9GQ8MsLBaYjZKvBm8
mailto:myrnalouise@hotmail.com
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Program is preparing for the 2025-2026 season with 

the following topics and timelines. If you would like to 

participate or have any questions about the process, 

please feel free to contact either  

Lori at loribarker@lwvlc.org or  

Sharon at program@lwvlc.org 

    Sharon Amasha 
 

Enhancing Earthquake Preparedness  

Focus: Earthquake Preparedness in Lane County 

Scope: Building upon the January 2020 seismic risk study, 

this presentation will assess the county's strategic plan for 

disaster preparedness. We will highlight available resources, 

training programs, community education initiatives, and 

practical strategies for emergency response, shelter, and 

recovery. 

Material preparation August 4-Sept. 12 

 

Combating Misinformation/Disinformation in the 

Digital Age 

Focus: Misinformation and Disinformation 

Scope: This study will equip audiences with the skills to 

identify mis- and disinformation, emphasizing the critical 

characteristics of reliable sources. We will explore practical 

strategies for navigating the complex information land-

scape and fostering media literacy. 

Material preparation September 8-October 17 

 

Evolving Role of Artificial Intelligence in  

Democracy 

Focus: The Impact of Artificial Intelligence on Democracy 

Scope: This presentation will critically examine the multifac-

eted impact of artificial intelligence on democratic institu-

tions. We will analyze both potential benefits and risks, fos-

tering a nuanced understanding of AI's evolving role in 

shaping our democratic processes. 

Material Preparation October 6-November 14 

 

Addressing Healthcare Disparities in  

Lane County 

Focus: Healthcare Access, Delivery, and Management 

Scope: This study will delve into the pressing healthcare 

challenges facing Lane County, including the absence of a 

hospital or emergency room in Eugene and the prevalence 

of healthcare deserts in rural areas. We will analyze the his-

torical context of these issues and examine proposed legis-

lative solutions to improve healthcare access for all resi-

dents. 

Material Preparation December 1-January 16 

 

Ensuring Equitable County Services for  

Rural Lane County Residents 

Focus: County Government Services Provided to Rural Areas 

in Lane County 

Scope: This presentation will investigate the current provi-

sion of services to rural areas by Lane County Government. 

We will identify unmet needs, such as transportation, medi-

cal care, and library services, and explore potential solu-

tions to ensure equitable access for all residents. 

Material preparation February 1-March 13 

For those that haven’t participated in a study before, the 

general process includes four in person meetings, although 

sometimes a fifth meeting may be needed.  

 

Meeting 1 - During the first meeting, the team will develop, 

review, and refine a proposed outline for the study topic. 

Team members will choose the sections they wish to re-

search and will have three weeks to draft their respective 

sections before submitting them to the team leader. The 

team leader will then compile these sections into a compre-

hensive draft and distribute it to the team for review prior 

to the second meeting. 

 

Meeting 2 - The draft is reviewed. One focus of discussion 

at this meeting will be to ensure the paper fully addresses 

the scope, whether changes are needed to the order in 

which the material is presented or to the scope in general, 

although the entire draft will be reviewed in detail. Small 

changes to the draft will be made by the team leader during 

the meeting, however, any changes that require additional 

research, rewriting or significant moving of text will be 

done by the drafter of that section after this meeting and 

forwarded to the team leader at a date agreed on during the 

meeting. The team leader will distribute a new draft incor-

porating changes from this meeting to the team for review 

before the third meeting.  

 

Meeting 3 -  At the third meeting the draft is again re-

viewed in detail. At this point changes generally consist of 

fine tuning and a new draft is produced after that meeting 

and distributed for review before the fourth meeting.  

 

Meeting 4 - The fourth meeting is generally a final read 

through to catch any grammatical or spelling errors and do 

a final fine tuning of wording. 

 

Meeting 5 - Held if needed make final changes.  

 

All research material relied on must be cited and citations 

will be included in the draft as a list of resources. The pa-

per’s limit is 10 pages, including resources.   

 

The timing of the fourth meeting is set to allow a few days 

for review by the proofreader and about a week for repro-

duction to be ready for mailing with the Argus.  

 

Meetings are generally, but not always, held at the League 

office during the day. Exact days and times will be set 

based on the needs of the team members.  

PREPARING THE TOPICS FOR THE COMING UNIT DISCUSSIONS 

BY LORI BARKER, PROGRAM COMMITTEE MEMBER 
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Did you know that under Oregon law, a citizen of Ore-

gon who has been convicted of a felony and served 

their sentence is eligible to vote in state and federal 

elections? You are not the only one who didn’t realize 

that eligibility and many formerly incarcerated folks 

don’t either. This is such an important civil right, and 

civic responsibility, that LWV Education Fund provides 

funding for local Leagues to provide education in this 

area. Under the leadership of Freddi Weishahn, our 

League received funding to start a program to inform 

former and currently incarcerated voters in 2024. In 

the fall of 2024, LWVLC was recognized by the Ore-

gon Justice Resource Center for being the only League 

in Oregon with a partnership with our county sheriff.  

 

Freddi received funding again for that program and I 

am looking for volunteers to help with the project. 

You will work with Sponsors, which helps formerly 

incarcerated individuals find housing and employment 

upon their release to provide materials guiding indi-

viduals in restoring their voting rights under Oregon 

law and to offer materials on civic education. You will 

also provide information to the staff of Community 

Supported Shelters.  

 

What do I need from you? Because this is an existing 

program, I just need a couple of volunteers to work 

with the deputy in charge of the Lane County jail and 

with Sponsors, to determine whether any changes are 

needed for the program. The focus will be on provid-

ing registration materials and information about the 

rights of formerly incarcerated folks. I am also inter-

ested in seeing if we can identify an on-going mecha-

nism to provide information to folks currently in jail 

on a felony conviction about their rights when they 

finish their sentence. You will not be working directly 

with prisoners. 

 

Thanks so much for your willingness to work in this 

often over looked area. The intent of the program is 

to help the formerly incarcerated realize that they are 

still a part of our community with the ultimate goal of 

decreasing recidivism, certainly a worthy goal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sponsorsinc.org 

FORMER AND CURRENTLY INCARCERATED  

VOTER REGISTRATION PROJECT BY NANCY MILLS, VOTER SERVICE CHAIR 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS MEMBER APPRECIATION PICNIC 
 

SAVE THE DATE -  Sunday, August 24, 2025 1-4pm 
 

The Membership Committee cordially invites you to our first Annual Member Appreciation Picnic!   

Please plan to join us at Island Park Picnic Shelter - Springfield - near our office.  

 

 

 

 

OBSERVER CORPS SEEKS HELP 

BY BEATRICE MCKENZIE, CO-CHAIR OF ADVOCACY COMMITTEE 

 

The Observer Corps seeks two additional volunteers to attend and report on the Eugene City Council and 

the 4J School Board. The volunteer attends two meetings per month and reports on them. We have an expe-

rienced volunteer in each institution already, so you would meet with them to divide the work appropriately. 

Each position requires 5-10 hours per month. If interested, or for more information, please email Beatrice 

McKenzie (beatricem@lwvlc.org).  

mailto:beatricem@lwvlc.org


 

 

Motto of the Month  

 Everywhere you go, you’re either there to help 

someone, or they’re there to help you. 

Unknown Native American mother at the funeral 

of her son, a marine. 

 

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS  

Please reach out and welcome Margaret Conover and 

Elizabeth Stark to our League. We are delighted to 

have you join us in this important work of empower-

ing democracy.  

 

We are one of 15 chapters in Oregon, with the second 

largest membership of 232 hard-working grassroots 

volunteers. Please extend an invitation to join the 

League to your friends, neighbors & family members. 

We grow by inviting and including others. 

 

Big THANKS to Morgan Vierheller for designing and 

completing our button project. The Membership 

Committee has needed to update the League buttons 

we provide for use at Community Outreach events, 

the Naturalization ceremonies, Observer Corps and 

many Voter Services events. Morgan did a fantastic 

job giving us our Lane County branding of shining a 

light on democracy with our iconic Lane County light-

houses. Thank you, Morgan! 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE:    August 24, 2025 from 1-4 we are 

hosting our first annual Membership Appreciation 

Picnic!   Please plan to join us @ Island Park in Spring-

field, Details to follow. 

 

SAVE THE DATE:  September 30, 2025 is our Fall 

Kickoff to the monthly Speaker Series. The Governor 

is invited. Please put this on your calendar now. The 

monthly Speaker Series is an educational opportunity 

for all League and community members. Stay in-

formed. Stay Involved. We need you. 
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS BY RUTH SEEGER, MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 

LWVLC JULY 2025 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING 

Tuesday, July 8, 1:30pm at the League office  

All are welcome.  

COMMUNITY OUTREACH EVENTS BY LENICE SHAW, Director at Large 

So far in June we participated in the Juneteenth event 

that was held at the 5th Street Market Alley in Eu-

gene. Next we are looking forward to the Eugene/

Springfield PRIDE Festival – Saturday, 6/28/25  

11am to 7pm at the Lane Events Center 

Next up is the Asian Festival – Saturday, 7/19/25, 

10am to 9pm at Alton Baker Park 

The good news is that we are fully covered for tabling 

at PRIDE, but we need volunteers for the Asian Festi-

val!  The following shifts are available: 

• 12pm  – 2pm (need 1 person) 
 

• 3:30pm – 5pm (need 2 people) 
 

• 5pm – 7pm (need 2 people) 
 

• 7pm to 9pm (need 1 person) 

 

If you can volunteer for a shift, please send an email 

to office@lwvlc.org or call the office at  

541-343-7917. Office hours are MWF 11am – 1:30pm,  

but at any time you can leave a voice message with 

your name and phone number, along with the event 

and shift time you want.  

We are excited to have a new addition to our sched-

ule: the South Valley Farmer’s Market in Cottage 

Grove on a Saturday to be determined! We’ll share an 

update as soon as we have more information. 

 

At tabling events our goal is to share information 

about: 

• Who represents us now and how to contact them. 

(This is getting a lot of interest from the public right 

now!) 
• How to register to vote (if not yet registered), and 

how to update registration for those who need to. 
• How to find information about what is on our bal-

lots (Vote411), and 
• How to engage with the League of Women Voters.  
Thanks to all the volunteers who have been making 

these events happen!  

mailto:Office@lwvlc.org
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Julie Kness was unanimously voted Communication 
Director at the June board meeting.  

 
She outlined a role to lead social me-
dia and public relations activities, 

along with the Argus newsletter, with 

a bias for promoting opportunities 

for action. “The League does so much 

to defend democracy,” Kness said. 

“Let’s make sure we’re telling mem-

bers and the general public about the 

ways they can act on those princi-

ples.” 

 

A Michigan native,“...(She says she) 

has maintained her corporate communication career 

while moving with my husband and children to Mil-

waukee, Chicago, Milwaukee again, Huntington 

Beach, and – finally! – Eugene in 2021. I joined the 

League a year ago – just before my youngest graduat-

ed from high school – and am eager to work with all 

members who are interested in publicizing the 

League’s good work.”  

Contact her at jkness@lwvlc.org 

JULIE KNESS NAMED COMMUNICATION DIRECTOR 

BY CHARLCIE KAYLOR, ARGUS EDITOR 

 

 

    Capture the League in Action 

 

 

 

Photographers and Videographers:  

 

Feed your passion for documenting the world 

around you by record the League in action - we need 

your time and talents, please. 

 

Next Up: Asian Festival, July 19 

  Alton Baker Park 

  Contact - jkness@lwvlc.org 

 

 

Genevieve Turnipseed 

LWVLC’s first President 

FLASH FROM THE PAST - BY CHARLCIE KAYLOR, HISTORIAN 

mailto:jkness@lwvlc.org
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Morgan Vierheller alerted us to the LWVUS 

guidance for protest safety.  

Thank you, Morgan! 

The following link will take you to the complete docu-

ment. 

https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy-

litigation/protest-safety-guidance 

 

Below is a digest of the advice. 

 

Protest Safety Guidance  

Disclaimer If you participate in a protest or rally co-

ordinated by the League of Women Voters of the Unit-

ed States or another group, you do so at your own 

risk. You are responsible for your safety at the event 

and all consequences that result from your participa-

tion. The League of Women Voters assumes no liabil-

ity or responsibility for your participation.  

 

Context  

The League of Women Voters believes the freedom to 

protest and assemble is a critical function of our de-

mocracy. We also know that even a peaceful event 

can become disruptive or violent or be targeted by 

law enforcement or outsiders, and all attendees 

should understand the risks involved. No matter how 

much participants prepare, there are no guarantees 

that protests and rallies won't result in personal inju-

ry, arrest, or other consequences for attendees.  

League Involvement & Nonpartisanship  

We encourage Leaguers to wear LWV branding in pub-

lic protest where it’s safe to do so. We do not recom-

mend bringing LWV banners as they pose a safety 

risk.  

Our advice is to avoid the appearance of partisanship 

as much as possible.  

 

Preparing for a Protest 

Know before you go  

Find out as much information as possible about the 

times, locations, purpose, and demands of any rally 

or protest.  

Turn off your biometric locks 

 

Identify your emergency contact  

This person should know where you are planning to 

be and assign a moment to check in and make sure 

that you returned home safely.  

 

Make an exit plan  

Share it with the people going with you and your 

emergency contact.  

 

Bring essentials and a buddy 

Bring water, snacks-an extra cell phone battery pack.  

Do not go alone: have another adult with you, espe-

cially if you will be bringing minors along. 

  

De-escalation and assertive intervention  

If you encounter counter-protestors, DO NOT EN-

GAGE. DO NOT intervene. What to do if tear gassed 

and other useful information 

  

Know your rights  

Disclaimer: This is not legal advice. Check out this 

guide for protestors (https://www.nlg.org/wp-

content/uploads/2022/06/ Know-Your-Rights-

Booklet-2022.pdf) from the National Lawyers Guild.  

In peaceful, nonviolent protests and mobilizations, 

you are organizing under the First Amendment to the 

US Constitution, guaranteeing freedom of speech, 

assembly, press, religion, and petition. However, you 

must adhere to state and local laws, so it is important 

to check regulations on curfew, permitting, blocking 

streets, etc. Often, there will be legal observers in 

bright yellow or orange vests at large protests. You 

can alert them if you need help. And more infor-

mation regarding rights including what to do/say if 

arrested or if ICE agents appear. 

  

Check out this guide from the ACLU (https://

www.aclu.org/ know-your-rights/protesters-

rights#i-want-to-take-pictures-or shoot-video-at-a-

protest) for taking pictures or videos at a protest. 

 

Tags:  

Advocacy & Litigation (/league-management/

content-library?f[0]=lms_topics%3A505), Organiz-

ing (/ league-management/content-library?f[0]

=league_priorities%3A489)  

 

LWVUS PROTEST SAFETY GUIDENCE 

BY CHARLCIE KAYLOR, ARGUS EDITOR 



 

 

175 West B Street, E2, Springfield, OR 97477 

541-343-7917 

For the latest information visit our website http://lwvlc.org/ 

CALENDAR 

JUNE 

28 - Eugene/Springfield PRIDE (page 5) 

 

JULY 

8 - 2 to 3:30pm, Membership Committee meeting (pg. 5) 

15 - 1pm, Board meeting 

18 -  Midnight, Argus deadline 

19 - Asian Festival, (pg. 5) 

24 - 10am, Naturalization Ceremony (pg. 2) 

 

AUGUST 

24 - 1 to 4pm Picnic! (pg. 4) 

 

SEPTEMBER 

30 - Kickoff luncheon for League Speaker Series (pg. 5) 

 

LANE LEAGUE ON WATCH, UNITS, AND VOTER SERVICE ARE 

ON SUMMER SABBATICAL. STAY TUNED FOR START UP 

DATES. 

Thanks to our    

2024-25 Directory   

Advertisers  

 

Lane Forest Products  

 

Antique Peddlers 

 

Baker Bay Bead Company 

 

Christine Dambach       

Farmers Insurance 

 

Sundance Natural Foods/ 

Wine Cellars 
 

Unique Properties  
 

Aayres Appliance Repair 
 

Ambrosia 
 

Art’s Watch and Jewelry 
 

Bel Ami 

 

Cornucopia Restaurants 
 

Dot Dotson’s 
 

Eugene’s Flower Home 
 

Folkways 
 

Long’s Meat Market 
 

McKenzie Honey Farm 
 

Pepperberries Kitchen Store 
 

Quality Cleaning 
 

Shelton McMurphy Johnson 

House Museum 

LWVLC Office Hours

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

(except holidays) 

11 am - 1:30 pm 

MISSED A LEAGUE SPEAKER SERIES? 

https://lwvlc.org/audio-visual-recordings-archives/  

http://lwvlc.org/get-involved/donate/ 

https://lwvlc.org/audio-visual-recordings-archives/
http://lwvlc.org/get-involved/donate/

