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EXTENDING OUR APPRECIATION AND CONGRATULATIONS TO
SHARON POSNER

Every year, City Club of Eugene gives
Turtle Awards to community members
who have stuck their necks out to advo-
cate for a cause that others might have
seen as lost.

This year Sharon Posner is being
recognized. In addition, Nancie
Fadeley will join the Order of the

Turtle along with others.
by Terry Parker, President

City Club’s tribute to Sharon -

“For 60 years, Sharon Posner has
been a strong advocate for the arts
and humanities in this community,
usually working behind the scenes
and without recognition. She has
dedicated her time and passion to
forming and serving on many
boards and commissions. Among
the groups benefiting from her
leadership are the League of women
Voters of Lane County, the Eugene
Public Library Foundation, and the
Fortnightly Club. She has been a
major inspiration and influence on
this community. This is a different
community because of Sharon, and
it’s time to recognize her!”
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UNIT STUDY/DISCUSSION GROUPS

BY MARJ MAXWELL, UNIT CHAIR

2025-26 Unit meetings start in Octo-
ber. Mark your calendar!

Topic: Enhancing Earthquake
Preparedness in Lane County

Summary of how Unit discussion

groups work:

e Units meet the second week of the
month.

e The same topic is covered at all
Unit meetings for that month.

e Choose any meeting(s) that fit your
schedule.

e Times and topics are announced in
the newsletter, Argus.

e Everymember research summaries
are mailed with the ARGUS.

o Feedback from discussion groups
goes to Program Directors.

e Program Directors send feedback
to other directors and the Board.

Why attend/participate in Unit meet-

ings?

e Participate in respectful, research-
based discussion.

e Be prepared to use research-based
knowledge with friends, family, and
your community.

e Help develop League policy through
your feedback and ideas.

e Get to know other League mem-
bers.

Units meet the 2" week of each
month, October - Spring:

2" Monday, 1:30pm, 65 W 19" Ave. in
Eugene, Nancy Mills, discussion leader

THE NEXT

NATURALIZATION CEREMONY

BY MARY KEATING

will be July 24, 10am

at the

Wayne L. Morse U.S. Courthouse
405 East Eighth Avenue

Eugene, OR 97401

League members are encouraged to attend.

Contact Mary Keating

myrnalouise@hotmail.com or (541)344-4889

LWVLC JUNE 2025

2" Tuesday, 10am, Springs at Greer
Gardens, in Eugene, Linda Ferdowsian,
discussion leader

2" Tuesday, 11am, Middlefield Oaks,
Cottage Grove, Anna Strickland, discus-
sion leader (this is in person and by
ZOOM)

2" Friday, 10am, Central Eugene at
First United Methodist Church, Eugene,
Diana Grandberry, discussion leader.

2" Friday, 1pm, Cascade Manor,
Merle Bottge, discussion leader.

You can’t attend any of the meetings
listed? Help us know what works for
you so we can develop new meeting
times.

e Fill out the Unit Survey accompany-
ing this mailing.

e Return the completed survey to the
League of Women Voters of Lane
County so it is received before
June 17.

e Mail, or drop off the completed sur-
vey:

e |LWVLC, 175 West B Street, E2,

e Springfield, OR 97477, 541-343-
7977

e Scan and email the completed sur-
vey to: units@lwvlc.org to send di-
rectly to Marj Maxwell.

Help us know what works for you so
we can work to develop new meeting
times.

THANK YOU!

(Photo by Patty Sandoz)


mailto:units@lwvlc.org
https://goo.gl/maps/9GQ8MsLBaYjZKvBm8
https://goo.gl/maps/9GQ8MsLBaYjZKvBm8
mailto:myrnalouise@hotmail.com
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS By RUTH SEEGER, MEMBERSHIP CO-CHAIR

Motto of the Month
If you don'’t like the road you’re walking, start paving
another one. Dolly Parton

Welcome to our newest members

Please reach out to and give a warm welcome to
Callee Ackland, John Acosta, Joyce Berman, Barba-
ra Cowan, Kelle DeForrest, Susan Fisher, Ronald
Shaheen, and Mark Stern.

We are glad you have joined us.

Increase Your Impact

We had a successful and fun evening at Increase Your
Impact. 20 new members attended, met people,
learned about our League, and signed up to help with
many upcoming League community events this sum-
mer. We will host another session for newer members
in early October - more details to follow. Thank you
to member Julie Kness for designing and facilitating
our session.

Membership Committee Meeting
Tuesday, June 10, at 2pm in the office
All are welcome.

Contact membership@lwvlc.org
for a Zoom link

IN MEMORIAM
BY LINDA FERDOWSIAN, OFFICE MANAGER

Betty-Coe de Broekert joined our local League in
2015. She jumped right in and served as a board di-
rector, becoming the Membership Chair in 2016 and
serving through 2019. She then led the Nominating
Committee for four years.

The League was not
all that she dedicated
her time to. For twen-
ty years she helped
individuals through
the AARP Driver Safe-
ty Program. She is
credited for writing a
large portion of that
curriculum. She also
served as the Co-
Chair of the OSU Ex-
tension Citizen Advi-
sory Board, a mem-
ber of the Oregon

September 30 - SAVE THE DATE This is our Fall
Kick Off event for the monthly Speaker Series.

Time to Renew Memberships

If you are due to renew by June 30, you should have
received an email or phone call from us. If you have-
n’t received an email from us, your membership is
not due for renewal at this time! We are available to
help members renew - if needed. Please call the
League office at 541-343-7917 or email us at mem-
bership@Ilwvlc.org and we will get right back to
you. You can renew on line (portal.lwv.org) or by
mailing in a printed form and check (made out to
LWVLC) to our office.

Gratitude to members of our fantastic
Membership Committee -

Jen Allison-Keim, Linda Ferdowsian, Charlcie Kaylor,
Sharon Posner, Lori Stern, Veronika Walton, and Kim
Weston. Special ongoing thanks to Rhonda Livesay,
Patty Sandoz, and Lenice Shaw for helping to main-
tain our membership records and increase engage-
ment.

7

LANE LEAGUE ON WATCH A

ADVOCACY 2025
Thursday, June 19 - 5:30 to 7 pm
South Sister Room
The Springs at Greer Gardens
L 1282 Goodpasture Island Road, Eugene )

DHS Food Service Advisory Committee, and a director
of the YWCA National Board.

Beth Campbell’s League membership dates back to
1962, when it was the League of Women Voters of
Eugene. Members that attend the Unit meeting at the
Springs often had the opportunity to listen to Beth’s
stories of the early successes and undertakings of the
local League. Over the years, Beth hosted and led unit
meetings in her home, and served two terms as
League Vice-President.

Beth served as a Eugene city councilor. Along with
Ruth Miller, she worked with the Eugene Renewal
Agency and on the Central Eugene Urban Renewal
Plan and helped form the nineteen Eugene Neighbor-
hood Associations. For eight years she served as a
liaison between the neighborhoods and the city coun-
cil.


mailto:membership@lwvlc.org
mailto:membership@lwvlc.org
http://portal.lwv.org
mailto:membership@lwvlc.org
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PARTNERING TO INCREASE VOTER PARTICIPATION

BY NANCY MILLS, VOTER SERVICE CHAIR

There are a number of organizations working on in-
creasing voter participation whose webinars often
contain useful information. One is Nonprofit Vote,
which is focused on non-profits who may need some
guidance in doing voter outreach but does have some
interesting resources for even experienced folks like
the League. It provides a Voter Engagement Guide
which has a rundown of best practices around voter
ID questions, as well as common questions and con-
cerns that nonprofits are likely to run into.

XL NonprofitVOTE

nonprofitvote.org

Democracy: Reaching Voters with Digital
Tools, which shows opportunities for mining data
bases like census information and voter registration
rolls, which contain information on frequency of vot-
ing, to both identify voters who have become less in-
volved and identify young voters who haven’t voted.
You can check out webinars at the site under re-
sources/partner resources.

National Voter Registration Day is currently
focusing on a four-year plan for positioning organiza-
tions for the 2028 election, with actions for each year
leading up to 2028. The intent is
to create ties with the communi-
ty that make it easier to have a
big effect in election years.

The webinars provided are of
particular benefit and are availa-
ble for viewing after the event, if
you miss the initial viewing. My
favorite has been Data-Driven

nationalvoterregistrationday.org

While this period may seem to be a quiet one, the
more work/planning we can do ahead of 2026 and
2028, the more effective we will be. Voter Service
will have no scheduled meetings during the
Summer, but | encourage all members to contact me
with ideas that you have about voter registration and
voter engagement.

LEAGUE’S COMMITMENT TO DEI gy Elizabeth Kirby, LWVOR DEI Chair

As our nation grapples with increasing polarization,
including recent executive orders targeting diversity,
equity, and inclusion, it’s natural to feel uncertain
about what lies ahead.

In 2020, LWVUS renewed its commitment to DEI and
continues to stand by that commitment now. LWVUS
has made it clear: attacks on DEI are attacks on de-
mocracy itself. DEl is not a partisan issue - it is foun-
dational to a representative democracy where every

voice is heard and every vote counts.

The League of Women Voters of Oregon, in alignment
with LWVUS, stands ready to support local Leagues
and members in their continuing work to promote eq-
uity, foster inclusion, and cultivate diverse voices.
Although the future may seem murky, our purpose
remains bright. Together, we’ll continue to uphold our
values and carry out the League’s mission of empow-
ering voters and defending democracy - for everyone.

MY"NOKINGS

NO KINGS: Rise Up for Justice Eugene Oregon
Time - Saturday, June 14, 11am - 2pm PDT
Location - 405 E 8th Ave. Eugene, OR 97401

A core principle behind all No Kings events is a commitment to nonviolent action. We expect all participants
to seek to de-escalate any potential confrontation with those who disagree with our values.
For more details, see - https://www.mobilize.us/nokings/event/789657/


http://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/
http://nonprofitvote.org/
https://www.mobilize.us/nokings/?country=US&state=OR
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LWVOR CONVENTION REPORT
BY JEANNE TAYLOR, SECRETARY

The League of Women Voters of Lane County sent
eight delegates, in person and online, to the
LWVOR convention in Salem on May 2-4.

Twelve Leagues from across the state were represent-
ed, either in person or online, by 51 delegates and
several observers. Also represented at the convention
were about three dozen Girl Scouts of all ages from
Eugene who performed as color guard for the presen-
tation of the US flag and who managed food service
and clean-up. As a bonus, delegates learned about
half a dozen civics and democracy-connected merit
badges and considered possibilities of engaging local
troops in mock elections. The girls were hard work-
ers, and their leaders informative and engaging.

The Legue of Women Voters of Lane County sent
eight delegates, in person and on line. They were
Linda Ferdowsian, Becky Gladstone, Rhonda Livesay,
Beatrice McKenzie, Nancy Mills, Terry Parker, Jeanne
Taylor, and Morgan Vierheller.

The convention, held in sight of the State House, had
offerings for the delegates starting with a Lobby Day
training with the LWVOR Advocacy Team. Work-
shops presented (see below) were recorded and will
be available on the LWVOR website. Late on Saturday,
caucuses were offered for delegates to champion pro-
jects they are working on.

The presentation on the state court system, Oregon
State Courts, Checks, Balances and Ethics, outlined
the structure of the state court system and the routes
that cases took to the various types of judges. Ore-
gon uses non-partisan elections but the majority of
states use merit selection for all courts, from trial
courts to the state supreme court. Oregon ranks first
among the states in terms of the match between fe-
male judges and the number of women in the popula-
tion and third when minorities are included. Compen-
sation for serving as a judge was remarkably low until
2025.

The LWVOR 2007 study found a number of limita-
tions in the state judicial system, including the num-
ber of judges, aging facilities, insufficient legal aid
funding in addition to judicial salaries. Many of these
issues have been remedied, with remaining challeng-
es in the areas of technology and facilities. The Ore-
gon Judicial Ethics summary includes the requirement
that behavior is specified in law, independent third
parties adjudicate, records are public after hearings,
and there is a history of regulatory action and proce-
dural review.

Nancy Mills

d .
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CURRENTS
OF CHANGE

Navigating Democracy’s Next Wave £
g/lay 29—4, 2025 In ga?em, OR 4P

The workshop presentation on the State Libraries
and Our League Partnership outlined the unique
opportunity state libraries offer to folks whose abili-
ties benefit from talking books and/or a Braille li-
brary. These state libraries make available hundreds
of thousands of materials, on request, without
charge, which benefits people who experience blind-
nhess and/or mobility disability or other reasons to
need the service. This National Library Service began
in 1929 and is especially valuable to those living in
rural areas with limited other library resources. The
League has always been a supporter and partner with
these libraries. In early May, the Oregon State Librari-
an was unsure about funding cuts possibly coming to
this federal program. State libraries meet League
goals of diversity, equality, and inclusion.

Jeanne Taylor

The United Nations and LWV Addressing Climate
Change workshop was highlighted by the appearance
of a teen who had twice been a delegate to Model
United Nations (UN) and described her experiences.
(No Q & A time with her as she had to leave to get
ready for her prom.) Another presenter was a UN ob-
server from LWVUS. (Apparently that can be done re-
motely. More information at UN Observer@LWV.org.)
She provided insights from her observation that the
sustainable development goals of women's rights,
trafficking, etc. of the UN match those of LWV. The
Youth Council workshop, Future-Proofing Your
League, was very well delivered and the suggestions
very applicable. The youth's PowerPoint complement-
ed their presentation by introducing their team and
addressing ways to engage new members.

Linda Ferdowsian

The Growing Together: Recruiting, and Engaging
Our Membership workshop PowerPoint included how
to reach out to new members. Our membership com-
mittee did a quick review of both presentations and
plan to implement many of the suggestions, such as
ambassadors, badges, and increasing partnerships in
order to increase outreach and inclusion. Importance
was placed on "meeting where they are at," stressing
respect of time and goals and avenues to building
new leaders.

Linda Ferdowsian

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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TRIBAL HISTORIES: THE QUARTUX JOURNAL AND NATIONAL
MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN (NMAI) NATIVE KNOWLEDGE 360°

BY TERRY PARKER, PRESIDENT

In a recent post in his The Quartux Journal blog, David
G. Lewis, PhD. Assistant Professor of Anthropology and
Indigenous Studies at Oregon State University (and our

Guest Speaker in April) notes that:

“For every generation alive today some 99% of the peo-
ple know little or nothing about Tribal history in the US.
Our school systems have not taught it, and its irregular-
ly offered in college, so unless people study Tribal histo-
ry independently or pick up several books, they will nev-
er learn the truth.”

This lack of knowledge was echoed in his presentation.
To the student in all of us we can expand our own un-
derstanding. The Quartex Journal has over 500 Tribal
History essays. Access is free for educators, students,
learners, community, and activists.

And, the National Museum of the American Indian
(NMAI) Native Knowledge 360° Essential Understandings
about American Indians has: a framework that offers
new possibilities for creating student learning experi-
ences. Building on the ten themes of the National Coun-
cil for the Social Studies' national curriculum standards,
the NMAI's Essential Understandings reveal key concepts
about the rich and diverse cultures, histories, and con-
temporary lives of Native Peoples. These concepts re-
flect a multitude of untold stories about American Indi-

CONTINUED FROM CONVENTION REPORT ON PAGE 7

The delegates adopted the K-12 Education Study
Concurrences, which included those proposed from
five Oregon Leagues and studied by LWVLC Units.
The new positions that members will be able to use
for advocacy include:

e Assessment and High Stakes Testing

Attracting and Supporting Well-qualified Teachers
Charter Schools

Civics Education and

Using Public Funds for Non-Public Schools.

A new K-12 Education study was approved. It would
include:

e Education of Exceptional Children

e Career and Technical Education

e Safety in Schools

The study is scheduled for Leagues to form consen-
sus in 2026.

Linda Ferdowsian

A slate of officers was elected, and the budget was
approved. Bylaws changes were approved to concur
with LWVUS. One take-away and suggestion for fu-
ture hybrid conventions is to improve the communi-
cation between virtual and in person delegates.

ans that can deepen and expand your teaching of histo-
ry, geography, civics, economics, science, engineering,
and other subject areas.

Framework for Essential Understandings about
American Indians (PDF)

This online lesson provides perspectives from Native
American community members and their supporters,
images, news footage, an interactive timeline, and other
sources about an important campaign to secure the
treaty rights and sovereignty of Native Nations of the
Pacific Northwest. Explore the many actions Native Na-
tions took to address injustices.

The Oregon Legislature enacted Senate Bill 13 (in 2017)
directing the Oregon Department of Education (ODE), in
partnership with Oregon's nine federally recognized
tribes, to create Native American K-12 curriculum and
incorporate factually accurate and culturally sensitive
materials. ODE’s Tribal Curriculum includes Klamath,
Siletz, Grande Ronde, and Cow Creek Band of Umpqua
Tribal curriculum. While Burns Paiute, Confederated
Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua and Siuslaw, Confederat-
ed Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation, Confederat-
ed Tribes of Warm Springs, and Coquille Indian Tribes
curriculum are in progress.

The convention was streamed for those members
who could not attend in person. Being a virtual dele-
gate, | can say that it was a disappointing experi-
ence. In the workshop sessions, it was hard to hear
what was being said every time the speaker would
turn their head away from the mic, so the stream of
what was being said was lost.

The voting portion of the convention to elect the new
state board and pass the budget, the bylaws and the
Program was also very unorganized and hard to
watch.

If anything, this was a good showcase supporting the
need of our League to prepare for these events. If we
are going to stream our annual meeting (which | be-
lieve we should), we need to prepare and organize.
Rhonda Livesay

Several of this year’s delegates had attended previ-
ous conventions; three were first-timers. Although
there were troubling glitches in this convention,
most would likely recommend attending the state
and national conventions in the future.


https://ndnhistoryresearch.com/about/comprehensive-vitae/
https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/pdf/NMAI-Essential-Understandings.pdf
https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/pdf/NMAI-Essential-Understandings.pdf
https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/pnw-fish-wars/
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/NativeAmericanEducation/Pages/Tribal%20Curriculum.aspx
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JUST THE LATEST FROM THE LWVUS AND LWVOR

BY TERRY PARKER, PRESIDENT

LWVUS - The League of Women Voters of the United
States joined a sign-on letter with 730 members of
organizations who act in support and are allies of
persons with disabilities and older adults. The letter,
addressed to Speaker Johnson, Leader Jeffries, and
Members of the House of Representatives outlined
“grave concern about the ‘One Big Beautiful Bill Act’
budget package because of the harmful cuts and
changes to Medicaid and the Affordable Care Act
(ACA) that will result in at least 13.7 million people
having their coverage taken away, including millions
of people with disabilities and older adults.”

Oregon’s US Representatives, with one ex-

cep,tion, voted no. Cliff Bentz, representing Oregon’s
2nd Congressional District voted yes.

LWVUS Joins Letter to House Opposing Medicaid
Cuts

LWVOR - The League of Women Voters of Oregon
writes that the challenges of the Oregon legislative
session “are now surfacing: A 2025 transportation bill
(how and what to fund) and wildfire funding. There
are only a few more weeks for the legislators to find
agreement—or at least enough votes for legislation
to pass. Remember that it takes more than a majority
vote for raising taxes or some other financing is-
sues.

Policy committees have now completed their work
(with the exception of Rules, Revenue and Joint Ways
and Means and the new Joint Transportation Commit-
tee), but you will see informational meetings on a va-
riety of issues that were addressed or may be ad-
dressed in future sessions. We encourage you to
check them out.”

June 18 - Target Sine Die. (end of session) or
June 29: Constitutional Sine Die.
LWVOR Legislative Reports

L

May 5, 2025

this aspiration.

value it represents.

Sincerely,

Terry Parker, Board President

LEAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS'

Chair Bowman and the Honorable Members of the House Committee on Rules:

The League of Women Voters of Lane County supports HB 397. Based on our
research conducted as far back as 1972, since updated, we support solid waste
management policies that promote source reduction, resource recovery and
recycling, and preserve air and water quality. We believe that HB 3971 aims to fulfill

Lane County’s CleanLane, a public-private recycling project, needs this legislative
action to allow for the building of a facility that will capture climate damaging
methane under supportive land use laws. By diverting thousands of tons of trash the
lifespan of our landfill will be extended by decades. Reducing atmosphere-damaging
gas emissions from public landfills should be an important consideration in
furtherance of our climate change mitigation efforts and goals.

We thank you for your full consideration of HB 3971 and the significant long-term

(Sent electronically)



https://www.lwv.org/health-care-reform/lwvus-joins-letter-house-opposing-medicaid-cuts
https://www.lwv.org/health-care-reform/lwvus-joins-letter-house-opposing-medicaid-cuts
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?u=eeaef5ca8c9497ff380afe253&id=81d8ac8662
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH EVENTS

BY LENICE SHAW

We have not had any tabling events in May, but will
be busy in June and July with three confirmed events:
Juneteenth - Saturday, 6/14/25, 12am to 6pm

at the 5th Street Market Alley, Eugene
Eugene/Springfield PRIDE Festival -

Saturday, 6/28/25, 11am to 7pm at the Lane Events
Center

Asian Festival - Saturday, 7/19/25, 10am to 9pm at
Alton Baker Park

The good news is that we are fully covered for ta-
bling at Juneteenth and Pride, but we need volun-
teers for the Asian Festival! The following shifts
are available:

e 2pm-3:30pm

e 3:30pm-5pm

e 5pm-7pm

e 7pmto 9pm

If you can volunteer for a shift, please send an
email to Office@lwvlc.org or call the office at
541-343-7917. Office hours are MWF 11am-1:30pm,

TABLE TALK
Linda Ferdowsian,
Terry Parker, and
Judy Newman

but you can leave a voice message with your name
and phone number, along with the event and shift
time you want, at any time.

At tabling events our goal is to share information
about:

e Who represents us now and how to contact them.
(This is getting a lot of interest from the public right
now!)

e How to register to vote (if not yet registered),
and how to update registration for those who need
to.

e How to find information about what is on our
ballots (Vote411), and How to engage with the
League of Women Voters.

Whether you volunteer or not, please join us -
these events are lots of fun and an important link
to our community.

NATURALIZATION
CEREMONY

Kim Weston,

New Citizen, and
Patty Sandoz


mailto:Office@lwvlc.org
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WHAT THE LWVLC HAS BEEN DOING THE LAST FEW MONTHS
PHOTOS MOSTLY BY PATTY SANDOZ
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L LEAGUE OF

"WOMEN VOTERS®
of LANE COUNTY

175 West B Street, E2, Springfield, OR 97477

541-343-7917

For the latest information visit our website http://lwvic.org/

Thanks to our

2024-25 Directory
Advertisers

Lane Forest Products
Antique Peddlers
Baker Bay Bead Company

Christine Dambach
Farmers Insurance

Sundance Natural Foods/
Wine Cellars

Unique Properties
Aayres Appliance Repair
Ambrosia
Art’s Watch and Jewelry
Bel Ami
Cornucopia Restaurants
Dot Dotson’s
Eugene’s Flower Home
Folkways
Long’s Meat Market
McKenzie Honey Farm
Pepperberries Kitchen Store
Quality Cleaning

Shelton McMurphy Johnson
House Museum

JUNE CALENDAR

10 - 2pm, Membership Committee meeting (page 3)
17 - 1pm, Board meeting

19 - 5:30 to 7pm Lane League on Watch (pg. 3)

20 - Midnight, Argus deadline

UNITS AND VOTER SERVICE ARE ON SUMMER SABBATICAL.
STAY TUNED.

LWVLC Office Hours

Monday, Wednesday and Friday
(except holidays)

11Tam - 1:30 pm

DONATE NOW

http://lwvlc.org/get-involved/donate/

MISSED A LEAGUE SPEAKER SERIES?
https://lwvlc.org/audio-visual-recordings-archives/



https://lwvlc.org/audio-visual-recordings-archives/
http://lwvlc.org/get-involved/donate/

