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CIVIL DISCOURSE: WHITHER OR WITHER?
by Keli Osborn, Vice President
Type
“politics
is…”
into
Google,
and you
might
get
“politics
is war without bloodshed,”
“…the art of the possible,”
and “…war by other means,”
in descending order. Politics
and governance can be
nasty, brutish business.
The League of Women Voters of Oregon has chosen
Civil Discourse as a recommended program item for
2017-2018. Delegates to
the state convention in early
June also voted to accept by
concurrence the Civil Discourse position of LWV San
Luis Obispo:
"Promote civil discourse thr
ough action and education
for all government bodies,
staff, and citizens for the
purpose of improved public
policy decisions and proc-

esses. Civil discourse means,
at a minimum, mutually respectful, courteous, constructive, and orderly communication."

stopped working across the
aisle in many chambers.
Mansbridge blames gradual
party realignment, closer
elections and inequality.

Are things worse than they
used to be? A few views:
Linguist and local author
Rosemarie Ostler spoke
earlier this year to our
League. She shared signs of
negative campaigning and
outrageous political invective
as an American tradition.
What’s new is the flood of TV
ads, talk show commentary,
blog posts and social media.
More money in politics also
means more noise, Ostler
told us.

Realignment took off after
President Johnson signed
the Civil Rights Act in 1964,
and with that the parties in
Congress became more
electorally competitive.
Since 1980, the minority
party (nationally and in
some states) has behaved
as if it might have a shot at
the next election - reducing
incentives to cooperate and
collaborate. Mansbridge
also cites rising income inequality, which appears to
feed and be fed by polarization.

“A suggestion on polarization: Get used to it. It’s not
going away anytime soon.”
That’s from Jane Mansbridge, former president of
the American Political Science Association. We haven’t
gotten grumpier over the
years, she says, but the two
major political parties have

SAVE THE DATE!
FOR OUR ANNUAL KICKOFF LUNCHEON
SEPTEMBER 21
Valley River Inn
Our speaker will be

Lucy Vinis, Eugene Mayor

Linguist and author Geoffrey Nunberg says the
line between private and
public discourse has
eroded. Traditional media
have been decentralized,
and our language and conduct have been changing.

It’s become more common
for elected leaders and pundits to bring the informality
and rudeness of everyday
conversation into public
discourse.
Nunberg argues “Incivility,
like misspelling, is just
much more evident now
than it ever was, but I don’t
know that people are actually more uncivil…. There
used to be official norms of
civility that people felt
obliged at least to pretend
to conform to that no
longer hold.“ Nunberg has
been thinking about allegiances: “You don’t feel a
moral obligation to the
truth so much as a moral
obligation to the point of
view that’s consistent with
your side’s advantage.”
National Review writer
David French says Americans don’t love our ideas so
much as we despise our
opponents. With distinc(Continued on page 2)
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ELECTION INTEGRITY
President Trump in May established the Presidential
Advisory Commission on
Election Integrity after alleging widespread voter fraud.
The commission in June through Vice Chair Kris W.
Kobach - requested voter
information from officials in
all 50 states. The federal
commission is a distraction
from real voting issues.
League of Women Voters of
the United States President
Chris Carson issued the following statement regarding
the request from this commission:
League Opposes Kobach
Request for Voter Records
“There is no justification for
this giant fishing expedition. The Commission itself
is a distraction from the real
issue of voter suppression,
and that efforts to
‘investigate voter fraud’
threaten our most fundamental voting rights.
“This most recent move by

Mr. Kobach is an indicator
that the so-called Election
‘Integrity’ Commission is
not interested in facts, but
false accusations and dangerous policy recommendations.
“State laws govern the release of voter registration
information, and, at a minimum, election officials must
follow those laws before
releasing data. The League
stands with those state
leaders who have already
come out to support their
voters and refuse these requests from Mr. Kobach and
the EIC.”
Across the country, there
have been efforts to prevent
people from voting or make
it much harder to participate
Oregon Secretary of State
Dennis Richardson responded to Mr. Kobach’s
request on June 30.
“Through our vote by mail
system and automatic voter
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registration, we have implemented tools and processes
to establish and maintain
very clean voter rolls,” he
writes, citing “very little evidence” of voter or registration fraud. He also told the
Commission the data state
law allows him to release is
limited and requires paying a
$500 fee. It will be interesting to learn if the commission sends $500 to receive a
list of Oregon’s electors.
To learn more about this issue, see the Secretary of
State’s response:
http://sos.oregon.gov/Docu
ments/dennis-richardsonresponse-PEIC-letter.pdf
Thank you for standing with
the League for free, fair and
accessible elections. We appreciate the work of state
officials to protect the integrity of Oregon’s system—and
ask members and partners to
continue letting elected officials know how important it
is to prevent voter suppression.

Keli Osborn
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(Continued from page 1)

tions in TV and Internet
habits, church membership,
neighborhood residency,
voting actions and more,
French says we could be in
the beginning of a national
divorce. The big question,
he asks, is this: “If we seek
to preserve our union, we’re
left with a choice — try to
dominate or learn to tolerate?”
The Pew
Research
Center’s
data
seem to
back up
French
on polarizing
trends in
political
engagement
and ac-

tivism. Party members, for
instance, tend to see members of the other group as
more closed-minded (and
worse) than other Americans. Yikes!
How do we tackle dilemmas of polarization and
incivility?
There’s evidence that, in
public discourse, “We prize
contentiousness and aggression more than cooperation and conciliation,”
according to linguist Deborah Tannen. She calls it
the “argument culture.”
Opposition and debate become ways to get things
done, discuss ideas and
cover news. Yet, according
to Tannen, “Smashing heads
does not open minds.” For
most of us, over the long
haul, relationships require
approaches other than

domination.
In the coming months,
please plan to join us in civil
discourse conversations.
Check out League resources
that point to how we might
move from confrontation to
dialogue, even when we disagree. Help us support
thoughtful, fact- and valuesbased discussions in which
community members and
public officials come to the
table to talk about vital issues.
Rosemarie Ostler urged support for campaign finance
reform, letting elected representatives know we expect
them to be positive and productive, and personally filtering what we read and hear
using such nonpartisan factcheckers as Politifact and
Factcheck.org. Oh, and this:
Step away from the computer
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VOTER SERVICE

by Keli Osborn, Chair
Our next regular meeting is scheduled
for Friday afternoon, August 11, 2 pm.
Check us out! (In the event of a summer schedule change, you might call
or email before showing up.)
In Voter Service world, we're looking
for additional members and a new cochair. We anticipate one or more local

ballot measures this fall, and spring
2018 elections already loom. We’ll
soon be planning to reach voters and
potential voters! High school student
mock elections? Ballot measure presentations? Candidate and issue forums? Training and resources on how
to be an effective advocate? Partnerships?

Voter registration? By the way, Tuesday,
September 26 is National Voter Registration Day.
For more information:
Keli Osborn, kelimosborn@gmail.com or
541-968-7628.

LEAGUE WILL BE 100 YEARS OLD IN 2020!
Janet Calvert, Finance Chair

The League of Women Voters of the
United States is preparing for a big
media and membership campaign to
acknowledge our 100 years of
“Creating a More Perfect Democracy.” This is a quick review our
League’s history.
The League of Women Voters is a citizens’ organization that has fought
since 1920 to improve our government and engage all citizens in the
decisions that impact their lives.
The League of Women Voters operates
at national, state and local levels
through more than 700 state and local
Leagues, in all 50 states as well as in
DC, the Virgin Islands and Hong Kong.
The League of Women Voters was

founded by Carrie Chapman Catt in
1920, just six months before the
19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was ratified, giving all American women the right to vote after a
72-year fight for women’s suffrage.
That same year the League of Women
Voters of Oregon was formed in Portland.
The League of Women Voters of
Eugene was formed in 1939 with Mrs.
Genevieve Turnipseed as president.
The 1974 National League Convention voted to include men for League
membership. The 2016 National Convention voted to offer League membership to all persons 16 years and
older. League no longer considers
U.S. citizenship as a requirement for
League membership.

From the beginning, the League has
been an activist, grassroots organization
whose leaders believed that citizens
should play a critical role in advocacy.

LWVUS Board in 1920

MORE ABOUT ELEANOR ROOSEVELT
Linda Lynch, President

The League of Women Voters of Lane
County was pleased to sponsor
“Eleanor Roosevelt: Across a Barrier of
Fear", a one-woman play in which the
actress Jane VanBoskirk portrays Eleanor Roosevelt. The opportunity to lend
our name to this production at the
Wildish Theater came from Dan Egan,
League member and theater manager.
The League received a portion of
ticket sales…
The event prompted me to research
just a little about Eleanor Roosevelt
and her association with the League of
Women Voters in its first years. Eleanor Roosevelt had not been a suffragist, but as a political spouse, she was
deeply involved in social justice work
and believed that women deserved a

place at the table. She was attracted to
the League in much the same way that
many members come to the League
today, through the issues. Her particular issues were a living wage, immigration, housing, education and sanitation. With her urging and her leadership, those issues became the
League's earliest policy agenda. In the
early 1920s Ms. Roosevelt served as
our vice president for legislative affairs. She monitored legislation in
both the Congress and the New York
state legislature. She was an early
League leader to exemplify the work
on our mission to increase understanding of public policy issues and
influence public policy through education and advocacy.

Eleanor Roosevelt often praised the
League for its work to train women on
the issues at all levels of government.
After she left the White House, she
chaired the Human Rights Commission
of the United Nations. She strengthened the League's involvement with the
UN and its role as a player in global
democracy.
Decades after her death, she would
undoubtedly be glad to know that the
League has official observer status at
the UN, and that our membership age
was lowered to reach younger people.
She would probably be interested to
learn that most of her issues a hundred
years ago remain our issues today.
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STATE OF THE STATE
by Kappy Eaton, Action Co-chair
Action
Committee
Meeting
Next meeting time
and place is to be
determined possibly late July or
early August
Please contact
Pat Hocken at
541-343-1138 or
jphocken@comcast.net
if you have questions.
All League members
are welcome to
participate on the
committee.

Well, the most angry and
uncongenial Legislature in
decades, adjourned, sine die,
July 7. Many issues had long
hearings and bitter floor debates as legislators from the
Democratic and Republican
parties refused to come together for the good of the
state.
Tax reform was the most
important legislative priority
this session, along with seeking how to pass revenue
measures: by simple majority
or the current mandatory
three-fifths vote. Although
two proposals received hearings neither passed. So Oregon is left with underfunded
schools and among the country’s lowest high school
graduation rates.
Legislators are already planning strategies for the 2019
session. However business
leaders and unions have each
filed a ballot measure for the
2018 November election. It
promises to be costly and
rough.
One success story is in
health care. A $670 million
health budget is enough
revenue to fund the next two
years of Medicaid and to
keep the psychiatric hospital
in Junction City open.
In the government accountability area, the legislature
passed a bill that contains
policy regarding management of public records request exemptions, establishes an advocate council to

mediate issues around public records requests, and
funds some training for district attorneys. Other bills
protect some private information, such as citizenship.
Unfortunately, because of
cost, the major public records bill was not passed. It
attempted to address the
550 exemptions from disclosure in the public records
law.
A bad land use bill to remove much of eastern Oregon from the statewide
planning system was not
passed. A new Office of
Outdoor Recreation and a
director position are included as well as creating
an Outdoor Recreation
Fund. Another bill establishes the tax rates on merchantable forest products
with monies going for fire
protection.
Despite a June 21 public
hearing in a room packed
with supporters, Senate
leadership once again stood
between the people and
passage of a measure for
Oregon to join the National
Popular Vote Interstate
Compact. Senate President
Peter Courtney and Senate
Majority Leader and Rules
Committee Chair Ginny Burdick were thought to be
softening their stance on
this measure by suggesting
a referral to the people for a
statewide vote. Supporters
of the National Popular Vote
Compact opposed such a

referral, certain that such a
measure would attract a lot
of out of state money and a
negative campaign. In the
end, June 21 was the last
action in the measure. The
people spoke; Senate leadership refused to act. The Oregon House has passed this
measure four times over the
past several years.
There was a lot of discussion
about climate change, but
little action. Cleaner Oregon
Act did not pass, and the
important Oil Rail Safety bill
died in Ways and Means.
As expected, there were
many education bills. Among
those passed are:
 Relief Nursery funding for
at-risk children, including
abuse, health care, healthy
food and family safety
 Study of virtual public
charter schools
 Transfer of credits to public post-secondary institutions
 Assessments for children
with hearing difficulties
 Mental Health issues in
Higher Education
Check out page 6 for information on the transportation
bill.
Stay tuned for complete
details in the final LWVOR
legislative report.

DUES ARE DUE!!!
NEW AND IMPROVED!!!
MAKE SURE TO RETURN YOUR PAYMENT WITH YOUR UPDATED
CONTACT INFORMATION IN THE SASE YOU WERE SENT.
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LOCAL ACTION
by Pat Hocken, Action Co-chair

Envision Eugene
In late June, the League submitted
testimony to the Eugene City
Council and the Lane County
Board of Commissioners in support of adopting the proposed
long-term growth plan. Janet Calvert represented the League at the
public hearing. This planning project that was begun in 2010 is expected to be completed this summer with deliberation and action
by the Eugene City Council on July
17 and by the Lane County Board
of Commissioners on August 8.
The following paragraph from
League testimony describes the
process in which the League submitted comments about a dozen
times:
"The transparency and public outreach associated with this planning effort have been outstanding.
There have been countless opportunities for Eugene residents and
groups to learn about the proposals, including open houses, electronic newsletters, staff presentations, and council and planning
commission work sessions. And
there have been numerous opportunities for citizens to comment
on the proposal as the details
have emerged and been refined.
The community has been consulted and listened to."
EWEB Strategic Planning
League members Sue Boyd,
Charlcie Kaylor, Linda Lynch, Gary
Harmon and Janet Calvert met
with Eugene Water and Electric
Board (EWEB) staff members
Jeannine Parisi, Government Affairs Coordinator and Wally McCullough, Water Engineering Supervisor. They reviewed the water
rights EWEB has for McKenzie
River water. The utility has two
“perfected rights” and an addi-

tional right is in process. Eugene
and its contractors have plenty of
water.
Wally said that his nightmare
would be an electric fire at the
Hayden Bridge filtration plant
which would put all of EWEB water
delivery at risk. The EWEB Board
and staff are committed to developing regional solutions to the
delivery of high quality water,
which means Rainbow Water District and Springfield Utility Board
involvement. Currently EWEB has
water storage for two days. Developing a water filtration plant on
the Willamette River would be a
good back-up but very expensive
to develop, about $70 million.
While EWEB has been focused on
and advocates for power and water conservation, the cost of energy has dropped dramatically and
EWEB can no longer make money
by selling its power.
One challenge for consumers and
the League to follow EWEB activities is that all projects are lumped
in annual budgets in categories
such as capital improvements
rather than with captions such as
Willamette River Filtration plant
construction and annual projects
operating costs. This makes it
hard for citizens to determine how
much is being spent for what and
the criteria for expenditures. However, although we think of EWEB as
one utility delivering water and
power, those two functions are
separate and have their own budgets.
Thanks to Janet Calvert for arranging the meeting and this report.
Affordable Housing Elsewhere
I just returned from a trip to Hawaiian Islands during which I read

the Honolulu Star-Advertiser daily
newspaper. I was struck by an article about a Hawaii state program to
assist residents to purchase housing at below market cost. The
homelessness problem in Hawaii is
severe and the cost of housing is
extremely high. Although the project being implemented in Honolulu, a very dense urban environment, is not appropriate for Eugene
or Lane County, it is an interesting
approach to providing market access to middle income residents.
The residences consist of condominiums in a 485-unit, 45-story
tower and include studios and one,two-, and three-bedroom units.
Sixty percent of the units were sold
at below market value to Hawaii
residents who make between 80
and 120 percent of the area median income. Wait for the astonishing numbers!! For example, a family four earning between $80,400
and $120,600 annually met the
2016 guidelines. Affordable pricing
ranged from $270,800 for a studio
to $583,900 for a three-bedroom
unit, with all the units selling within
a month. Buyers of the "affordable
units" had to be U.S. citizens who
were at least 18 years of age and
didn't own other real property.
Relatives were allowed to gift funds
to low-income applicants so they
could qualify for purchase. The
program requires buyers of the below market units to agree to a 10year occupancy period. If they sell
early, they must give the state a
percentage of their equity appreciation and the first right to buy the
property.
Additional affordable units under
this program are planned for a second tower, with 500 units and
height of 400 feet, to be completed
by 2019.
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The Legislature met
one of Governor Kate
Brown's three legislative priorities by enacting an ambitious
transportation package. It is a $5.3 billion package of taxes
and fees to fund congestion-reducing projects, highway and
bridge improvements,
transit projects and
more around the
state.
A four cent gas tax
hike, $16 vehicle registration fee increase
and 0.1 percent payroll tax and 0.5 percent tax on new car
sales will kick in next
year, provided opponents don't get the
question referred to
the ballot or overturned in court. Some
have said they will try.
Lawmakers agreed to
increase the state's
gas tax incrementally
by ten cents over the
next eight years. Vehicle registration will
be priced on a tiered
system, where owners
of fuel-efficient and
electric cars pay
more, since those
cars contribute little
or nothing to gas tax
revenues.
The tax on new car
sales will fund rebates
of up to $2,500 for
purchasing or leasing
new all-electric cars. A
$15 tax on the sale of
adult bicycles that
cost $200 or more
will fund bike and
pedestrian paths. And
the payroll tax will
fund more than $1
billion of public transit upgrades throughout the state; that
money can't be used
for light rail projects.

Linda Lynch
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INTERESTED IN EUGENE PARKS?
The City of Eugene Parks and Open
Space Division is narrowing its options
for a recommended 30-year vision and
ten year implementation options for
Eugene Parks. Four potential options
for the future were presented to the
City Council in April, and July 26 the
Council will be considering implementation strategies. The goal is to have a
parks plan adopted by the end of this
year.
The City has a red VW bus that last
summer traveled among the parks
with information as well as questions
for park users. Named "Little Red", it
won a Bright Ideas designation from
Harvard after last summer’s pop-up
tour. It will be back this summer with
games and snacks and an opportunity
to help shape the next step toward the
community’s 30-year grand vision for
parks and rec in Eugene.

July 18, 5:30 to 7:30 pm
Maurie Jacobs Park

July 30, Noon to 5 pm
Downtown Sunday Streets

August 8, 5:30 to 7:30 pm
Bethel Community Park

August 15, 5:30-7:30 pm
WJ Skate park + Urban Plaza

August 21, 9-11 am

Eclipse Party at Skinner Butte Summit

August 22, 5:30-7:30 pm
Arrowhead Park,

September 17, Noon to 5 pm
River Road Sunday Streets,

It is likely that this work will result in a
funding measure on which Eugene
residents will vote. The information
developed in the coming weeks will
determine what level of funding will
be sought. The recent parks newsletter states that estimates from a $2.3
million operating levy to a $5.7 million
operating levy and a range of up to a
$100 million capital bond. To stay
informed about these decisions, you
may register for the city's monthly enewsletter by going to EUGparksandrec.org. Kudos to League member
Marjorie Smith for serving on a
parks advisory committee and sending
this information on to us.

Linda Lynch

The Mayor’s office asked LWVLC to read the Declaration of
Independence at the City Council’s meeting July 10. So we
did.
Charlcie Kaylor, Linda Lynch, Mayor Vinis, Anna Gladstone,
and Janet Calvert

336 West 11th Ave., Suite 101 Eugene, OR 97401
For the latest information about League events,
meetings, positions and the Argus, visit our website
http://lwvlc.org/
Remember to “like” us on Facebook!

http://lwvlc.org/get-involved/donate/

CALENDAR
JULY

Action Committee date to be determined (pg 4)
18 - 2 pm - Membership Committee, League office
19 - 9:30 am to 2:30 pm - Board Retreat, Garden Club

AUGUST

11 - 2 PM - Voter Service, League office (pg 3)
18 - Midnight, Argus deadline submissions for Sept. issue

Our Mission
The League of WomenVoters, a
nonpartisan political organization,
encourages the informed and active
participation in government,
works to increase understanding of
major public policy issues, and
influences public policy through
education and advocacy.

LWVLC Summer Office Hours
Monday and Thursday
11am - 1:30 pm

Thanks to our
2016-17 Directory
Advertisers

Please give this
to a friend

Membership Form - July 2017 thru June 2018

Lane Forest Products
Baker Bay Bead Co.
Eugene Hotel Retirement
Alterations by Maria
Aayres Appliance Repair
Christine Dambach,
Farmers Insurance
Coburg Road Car Wash

League of Women Voters of Lane County

Mail the form and check
payable to LWVLC to:
LWVLC
338 West 11th Ave, Suite 101
Eugene, OR 97401

 Individual

$70

 Household (Two people at the same address)

$105

 Student

$20

Name

Dot Dotson’s
Eugene’s Flower Home

Address

Long's Meat Market
Maria’s Alterations
Studio d Hair Salon
Unique Properties

Phone
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Caption describing picture
or graphic.

